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1 Summary 
 
1.1 Site Assessment 
 
1.1.1 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) – including a desk study, Phase 1 Habitat 

survey and assessment for protected/notable species suitability – has been completed 
for Land at Coity, Bridgend, in relation to the potential development of a children’s 
nursery facility and A3, B1 & D1 uses. 
 

1.1.2 A number of potential ecological receptors have been identified in relation to the 
development proposals, and include the following: 
 
1. One local nature reserve, six Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) 

and a Buglife B-lines area. 
2. Three areas of Ancient Semi-natural Woodland and six area of restored ancient 

woodland. 
3. Areas of semi-improved neutral grassland, scrub and woodland on the Site. 
4. Several mature ash trees showing signs of ash die-back, close to the Site boundary. 
5. Habitat on the Site with some suitability for reptiles and amphibians, together with 

mammals including hedgehogs and badgers. 
6. Habitat on the Site with suitability for foraging/commuting bats. 
7. Habitat on the Site suitable for a range of invertebrate species. 
 

1.2 Recommendations 
 

1.2.1 A number of recommendations are given in the report in order to keep potential impacts 
on habitat and species receptors to a minimum and result in net gain for biodiversity.  
These are given within Section 6 of this report. 

 
1.2.2 Repeat surveys are recommended if a period of more than two years elapses between 

the date of this survey and commencement of the works. 
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2 Introduction 
 
2.1 The Proposed Development 
 
2.1.1 Koru Ecology Associates was commissioned in July 2021 by R Sage and G Williams of 

Sustainable Eco Developments (Wales) Limited and G Williams of Jungle Island Co Ltd 
to complete a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of land at Coity in Bridgend (“the 
Site”).   
 

2.1.2 The Site is centred on approximate National Grid Reference SS9193181217, and its 
location is shown in Figure 1 below.   

 

Figure 1.  Site location (red line). 

 
 

2.1.3 This report has been prepared in advance of a potential planning application for 
development of a children’s nursery facility and A3, B1 & D1 uses, however no further 
details of the proposals were available at the time of the survey. 
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2.2 Study Aims 
 
2.2.1 This report considers the potential impacts of the proposed development on ecological 

features identified within the Site, and/or its surroundings.  The report details the 
methodology (Section 3) and results (Section 4) of the survey, describing features of 
ecological value found to be present, and impacts that may occur (Section 5).  The report 
also gives recommendations for actions that should be undertaken by the Applicant to 
help minimise development impacts, as well as result in net benefit to biodiversity 
(Section 6). 
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3 Methodology 
 
3.1 Study Scope 

 
3.1.1 Koru Ecology Associates was commissioned by the Applicant in July 2020 to complete 

a PEA of the Site, based on standard methods set out by the Chartered Institute of 
Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM, 2017).  This included the following: 
 
1. Desk-based study.  Written consultation with consultees, together with 

interrogation of online databases, to identify statutory and non-statutory designated 
sites of nature conservation importance, as well as records of protected and/or 
notable species. 

2. Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  To record the nature and extent of vegetation and habitats 
within and immediately adjacent to the Site; and 

3. Identification and/or assessment of potential for protected/otherwise notable flora 
and fauna that may require further species-specific surveys, together with any 
requirements for mitigation or potential mitigation. 

4. Identification of opportunities for ecological enhancement. 
 

3.1.2 A more detailed description of tasks 1 – 3 is provided in Sections 3.4 – 3.6 below. 
 

3.2 Surveyor Qualifications and Experience 
 

3.2.1 Diana Clark MSc MCIEEM led all survey work and wrote this report.  Diana has worked 
as a consultant ecologist since 2003 and holds two degrees in related disciplines. She is 
also a full member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management (CIEEM), and Koru Ecology Associates is a CIEEM Registered Practice. 
 

3.2.2 This report has been subject to technical review by Steve Hancock CEnv MCIEEM.  
Steve has worked as a consultant ecologist since 2009 and holds two degrees in related 
disciplines.  Steve is a Chartered Environmentalist and a full member of CIEEM. 
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3.3 Study Limitations 
 

3.3.1 Every effort was made during the field visit to complete a comprehensive survey and 
produce a detailed description of the Site.  However, no investigation can ensure the 
complete characterisation and prediction of the environment 100% of the time.  Natural 
and semi-natural habitats change over time, and thus results given in this report may 
become less reliable in the future.  Repeat surveys are usually recommended if a 
significant period of time elapses between when surveys were completed and when 
works commence.  Further details are given in Section 6 of this report. 
 

3.3.2 No significant constraints were noted in relation to this project.  Where minor 
constraints occurred, these are described within the relevant methodology and/or 
results sections of this report. 
 

3.4 Desk Study 
 
3.4.1 Records of protected/otherwise notable species and locally designated sites within 1km 

of the Site boundary were requested from the South East Wales Biodiversity Records 
Centre (SEWBReC) in August 2021. 

 
3.4.2 Further details in relation to any designated sites identified were sought via the Joint 

Nature Conservancy Council (JNCC) website (www.jncc.defra.gov.uk) and the Natural 
Resources Wales (NRW) website (www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk) where 
necessary.  

 
3.5 Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

 
3.5.1 Diana Clark MSc MCIEEM conducted a Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the Site on the 11th 

August 2021.  Vegetation types and habitats present were described and mapped 
during a walkover of the Site, based on standard published guidelines for Phase 1 
Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010). Features of particular interest were recorded as Target 
Notes (TNs).  
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3.6 Assessment of Protected/Notable Species Potential 
 
3.6.1 In addition, the habitats within the Site were appraised for their suitability to support 

protected or notable species, or assemblages that could be sensitive to the proposed 
development, in accordance with ‘Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment’ (IEA, 
1995). 

 
3.6.2 The protected and notable habitats and species referred to above include those listed 

under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); The Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended by The Conservation of Habitats 
and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019); and Species and Habitats of 
Principal Importance in England/Wales – currently listed under the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 but also endorsed by the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (see Section 5 for more information). 

 
3.6.3 During the survey, consideration was given to features such as potential breeding bird 

habitat, bat roosting locations, reptile habitat and the suitability of other features for 
protected/otherwise notable species. Exotic and invasive species (e.g. Japanese 
knotweed (Reynoutria japonica), Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) and giant 
hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)) were noted by the surveyor, if present. 

 
3.6.4 The survey approach taken is designed to identify broad habitat types and the potential 

of these habitats to support notable/protected species, thereby providing an overview 
of the ecological interest at a site.  It is the most widely used and professionally 
recognised method for initial ecological site appraisal. 
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4 Results 
 
4.1 Designated Sites 

 
4.1.1 Tremains Wood local nature reserve is located just under 1km from the Site to the south, 

and is an area of ancient semi-natural woodland. 

 
4.1.2 Six Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation were identified within 1km of the Site.  

These include Derwen Wood, Coed Parc Gawr, Parc Farm, Tremains, Coedcraigddu 
and Coed-y-Morfa.  A summary of each, including approximate distance from the Site, 
is given in Table 1 below. 

 
Table 1.  Summary of SINCs. 

SINC name Approximate 
distance from 
Site 

Habitats present / reasons for designation 

Derwen Wood 998m Broad-leaved plantation woodland. Broad-leaved scattered 
trees. Small area of unimproved neutral grassland to the south 
of the site. 

Coed Parc-Gawr 947m Dense/continuous scrub. 
Parc Farm 937m Semi-improved neutral grassland with scattered scrub. 
Tremains 993m Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland, semi-improved neutral 

grassland, swamp. 

Coedcraigddu 834m Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland, improved grassland, 
species rich mature hedgerows. 

Coed-y-Morfa 479m Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland. To the west is a small 
area of broad-leaved woodland plantation. 

 

 
4.1.3 In addition, three areas of ancient semi-natural woodland (the closest of which is 

approximately 850m from the Site) and six areas of restored ancient woodland (the 
closest of which is 600m from the Site) were identified.  The Site is also located 600m 
from a B-line area, designated by the Buglife B-line project. 
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4.2 Notable Species Records 
 
4.2.1 Due to confidentiality requirements of the biological records centre, a copy of the full 

desk study report is not included here.   However, a summary of the most relevant 
records is given in Table 1 below and within the following paragraphs. 

 

Table 2.  Summary of Notable Species Records. 
Common name Scientific name Conservation status* 

Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus EPS 
Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus EPS 
Serotine Eptesicus serotinus EPS 

Natterer’s Myotis nattereri EPS 
Brown long-eared Plecotus auritus EPS 
Lesser horseshoe Rhinolophus hipposideros EPS 
Myotis bat Myotis sp. EPS 

Unidentified bat Chiroptera EPS 
Noctule Nyctalus noctula EPS 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus S7  

Common frog Rana temporaria WCA5 

Palmate newt Lissotriton helveticus WCA5 
Great crested newt Lissotriton vulgaris EPS 

Slow-worm Anguis fragilis WCA5 

Common lizard Zootoca vivipara WCA5 

Key: 
EPS = European Protected Species (listed in Annex 4 of the EC Habitats Regulations and Schedule 2 of the 
Habitats Regulations). 
WCA5 = Animals listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
S7 = Listed as a priority species under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 
* The highest level of conservation status/protection is given in this column. 

 
4.2.2 In addition, records of 71 notable bird species and 11 notable invertebrate species were 

highlighted by the desk study.  A further 7 notable plant species were highlighted, 
alongside 3 notable mosses. 
 

4.3 Site Context 
 
4.3.1 The Site is located towards the north-eastern edge of the town of Bridgend, in an area 

known as Coity.  The Site is bordered to the south and west by Brackla Industrial Estate, 
and to the north by a road linking W Plas Road with Simonston Road, beyond which is 
the village of Coity.  To the east, the Site is bordered by the road Trem y Castell, which 
is associated with an area of housing development, beyond which is open farmland 
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comprising a network of fields and hedgerows.  The Nant Bryn-glas is located 
approximately 600m to the east of the Site. 
 

4.3.2 Figure 2 below shows the Site within the context of the surrounding landscape. 

Figure 2.  Site context. 

 
 

4.4 Habitats 
 

4.4.1 The habitat types recorded during the Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the Site itself are 
described within the following paragraphs and sketched in Figure 3 below.  Scientific 
names are given after the first mention of a species; thereafter, common names are used. 
Nomenclature follows Stace (2019) for vascular plant species. 

 
4.4.2 The majority of the Site comprises semi-improved neutral grassland and bramble Rubus 

fruticosus scrub, all of which has been recently cut (see Figures 4 and 5).  The remainder 
of the Site comprises a strip of scrubby woodland along the southern boundary Target 
Note 1, Figure 6), and at the western and north-western edge (Target Note 2, Figure 6).  
Other narrower strips of dense and scattered scrub are present along the northern 
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boundary, largely bramble and willow (see Figure 7), along which there is extensive 
street lighting associated with the link road.  Several mature ash trees are located on the 
far side of the palisade fence on the southern boundary of the Site (Target Note 3 and 
Figure 8). 

 

Figure 3.  Habitat sketch. 

 
 
4.4.3 The grassland is generally of moderate diversity, with the eastern field being less 

diverse than the west.  Species present within the western field include perennial rye-
grass Lolium perenne, cock’s foot Dactylis glomerata and false oat-grass Arrhenatherum 
elatius, alongside broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, common nettle Urtica dioica, 
ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, broad-leaved willowherb Epilobium montanum, 
occasional silverweed Potentilla anserina, and creeping thistle Cirsium arvense.  Where 
the grass was uncut at the edges of the field, false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, 
ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris, common couch Elymus repens and Timothy Phleum pratense 
were also noted, alongside great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, creeping buttercup 
Ranunculus repens, greater plantain Plantago major, mugwort Artemisia vulgaris, 
dandelion Taraxacum sp. and occasional oil-seed rape Brassica napus ssp. Oleifera close to 
the road. 

 
4.4.4 Additional species noted within the eastern field include yarrow Achillea millifolium, 

crested dog’s-tail Cynosaurus cristatus, red fescue Festuca rubra, common fleabane, spear 
thistle Cirsium vulgare, herb-Robert Geranium robertianum, red clover Trifolium pratense, 
white clover T. repens, Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus, creeping cinquefoil Potentilla 
reptans, bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus and upright hedge-parsley Torilis japonica. 
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4.4.5 The scrubby woodland habitat along the southern, western and north western 

boundaries comprises a mix of woody species, including blackthorn Prunus spinosa, 
hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana, pedunculate oak Quercus robur 
and ash Fraxinus excelsior.  Other species present include rose Rosa sp., bramble, cleavers 
Gallium aperine, ivy Hedera helix, common nettle, hogweed Heracleum sphondylium and 
hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium. 

 
Figure 4.  Recently cut SI grassland. Figure 5.  Recently cut bramble scrub. 

  
 

Figure 6.  Scrubby woodland on the southern 
boundary (TN 1). 

Figure 7.  Narrow strip of bramble scrub on 
northern boundary. 
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Figure 8.  Mature ash trees with signs of ash 
dieback on southern boundary (TN 3). 

Figure 9.  Extensive street lighting along link 
road to the north. 

  
 

4.5 Protected/Notable Species 
 

4.5.1 There is potential for several protected/notable species/species groups to be present on 
the Site or close by, these are summarised in Table 3 below.   
 

4.5.2 A more detailed assessment of the potential for each species and/or species group to be 
present is given in Section 5 of this report, together with an assessment of likely impacts 
of the development proposals. 

 
Table 3.  Protected/Notable Species Summary.  

Species Notes 

Bats Records of common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, serotine, natterer’s, 
brown long-eared, lesser horseshoe, noctule and Myotis bats were 
highlighted by the desk study.   
The Site contains some habitat that is likely to provide opportunities 
for foraging/commuting bats that are less sensitive to lighting.  
Several mature ash trees associated with the southern boundary may 
have potential for roosting bats. 

Otter No records of otters were highlighted by the desk study. 
It is considered unlikely that otters may travel through the Site, due to 
the presence of significant roads between the Site and the nearest river 
(Nant Bryn-glas, 800m to the east).   
Otters are therefore not considered further here. 

Water vole No records of water voles were highlighted by the desk study. 
Habitat on the Site itself is unsuitable for this species, and it is 
therefore considered likely to be absent from the Site.   
Water voles are therefore not considered further here.  
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Amphibians Records of common frog Rana temporaria, palmate newt Lissotriton 
helveticus and great crested newt L. vulgaris were highlighted by the 
desk study. 
There is suitable terrestrial habitat on the Site for amphibian species. 
No waterbodies are present within 250m of the Site on the 1:25,000 
Ordinance Survey (OS) map, although a well is marked on the 
northern edge of the Site. 
The only waterbody on the 1:25,000 OS map within 500m is a small 
field pond located just south of the eastern end of the village of Coity 
just under 500m from the eastern end of the Site. 

Reptiles Records of slow-worm Anguis fragilis and common lizard Zootoca 
vivipara were highlighted by the desk study.   
The habitat associated with the Site has some suitability for common 
reptile species. 

Breeding birds A number of notable bird species were highlighted by the desk study. 
There is suitable habitat for breeding and foraging birds associated 
with the grassland on the Site. 

Badger No records of badgers were highlighted by the desk study. 
The Site contains suitable habitat for foraging badgers. 

Hedgehog Several records of hedgehogs were identified by the desk study, and 
suitable habitat for this species is present on the Site. 

Invertebrates Records of a number of notable invertebrate species were highlighted 
by the desk study exercise. 
A reasonable range of invertebrates is likely to be associated with site. 

Plants Records of a number of notable plant species were highlighted by the 
desk study. 
No notable plant species were observed on the Site during the survey. 
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5 Assessment 
 

5.1 Planning Policy Context 
 
5.1.1 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (11th Edition, February 2021) is the national planning 

document setting out the devolved planning policies of the Welsh Government. It is 
supplemented by a series of Technical Advice Notes (TANs) and Circulars. Of 
particular importance is TAN 5, which provides national policy guidance in respect of 
nature conservation and planning. 
 

5.1.2 PPW, the TANs and Circulars should all be taken into account by local planning 
authorities in Wales when preparing development plans and assessing planning 
applications.  Those of most relevance are discussed further below. 
 
Planning Policy Wales 

 
5.1.3 The Welsh Government’s Key Planning Principles are set out within PPW and include 

the following: 
 

1. Growing our economy in a sustainable manner. 
2. Making best use of resources. 
3. Facilitating accessible and healthy environments. 
4. Creating & sustaining communities. 
5. Maximising environmental protection and limiting environmental impact. 

 
5.1.4 PPW also addresses the Sustainable Management of Natural Resources (SMNR).  The 

key features of the SMNR approach to which the planning system can contribute are: 
 
1. Improving the resilience of ecosystems and ecological networks. 
2. Halting and reversing the loss of biodiversity. 
3. Maintaining and enhancing green infrastructure based on seeking multiple 

ecosystem benefits and solutions. 
4. Ensuring resilient locational choices for infrastructure and built development, 

taking into account water supplies, water quality and reducing, wherever possible, 
air and noise pollution and environmental risks, such as those posed by flood risk, 
coastal change, land contamination and instability. 

5. Taking actions to move towards a more circular economy in Wales. 
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6. Facilitating the move towards de-carbonisation of the economy.  
 
5.1.5 With regards to biodiversity and ecological networks, development plan strategies, 

policies and development proposals must consider the need to: 
 
1. Support the conservation of biodiversity, in particular the conservation of wildlife 

and habitats. 
2. Ensure action in Wales contributes to meeting international responsibilities and 

obligations for biodiversity and habitats. 
3. Ensure statutorily and non-statutorily designated sites are properly protected and 

managed. 
4. Safeguard protected and priority species and existing biodiversity assets from 

impacts which directly affect their nature conservation interests and compromise 
the resilience of ecological networks and the components which underpin them, 
such as water and soil, including peat. 

5. Secure enhancement of and improvements to ecosystem resilience by improving 
diversity, condition, extent and connectivity of ecological networks. 

 
TAN5: Nature Conservation and Planning 
 

5.1.6 TAN 5 Nature Conservation and Planning sets out the manner in which planning 
authorities should comply with their duty to “...have a regard, so far as is consistent with 
the proper exercise of [their] functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”, as required 
by the NERC Act. 
 

5.1.7 The key principles of positive planning for nature conservation in TAN 5 are: 
 
1. Work to achieve nature conservation objectives through a partnership between local 

planning authorities, Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), the Environment 
Agency (EA) Wales (CCW and EA Wales are now collectively Natural Resources 
Wales (NRW)), voluntary organisations, developers, landowners and other key 
stakeholders; 
 

2. Integrate nature conservation into all planning decisions looking for development 
to deliver social, economic and environmental objectives together over time. 
 

3. Ensure that the United Kingdom’s (UK) international and national obligations for 
site, species and habitat protection are fully met in all planning decisions; 
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4. Look for development to provide net benefit for biodiversity conservation with no 
significant loss of habitats or populations of species, locally or nationally; 

 
5. Help to ensure that development does not damage, or restrict access to, or the study 

of, geological sites and features or impede the evolution of natural processes and 
systems especially on rivers and the coast; 

 
6. Forge and strengthen links between the town and country planning system and 

biodiversity action planning particularly through policies in local development 
plans and the preparation of supplementary planning guidance that adds value to 
Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAP) by highlighting the ways in which the 
planning system can help to deliver the objectives of LBAPs in practical ways; 

 
7. Plan to accommodate and reduce the effects of climate change by encouraging 

development that will reduce damaging emissions and energy consumption and 
that helps habitats and species to adapt to climate change. 

 
 

Local Policy Context 
 
5.1.8 The Bridgend Local Development Plan 2006 – 2021 is a legal document which sets out 

the planning policies in the county borough up to 2021.  Policies relevant to ecology and 
biodiversity include the following: 
 
1. SP4 Conservation and Enhancement of the Natural Environment 
2. ENV1 Development in the Countryside 
3. ENV2 Development in Green Wedges 
4. ENV3 Special Landscape Areas 
5. ENV4 Local/Regional Nature Conservation Sites 
6. ENV5 Green Infrastructure 
7. ENV6 Nature Conservation 
8. ENV7 Natural Resource Protection and Public Health 
 

5.1.9 Note that the Replacement Bridgend Local Development Plan 2018 to 2033 has recently 
been drafted, with consultation closing in July 2021.  Responses to the consultation are 
currently being reviewed and details of the outcome will be published by Bridgend 
County Borough Council in due course.  Policies within this plan may therefore also 
carry some weight. 
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The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
 

5.1.10 Planning authorities must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of 
their functions (Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty, or Section 6 Duty). This 
means development should not cause any significant loss of habitats or populations of 
species, locally or nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity. In doing 
so planning authorities must also take account of and promote the resilience of 
ecosystems, in particular the following aspects: 
 
1. Diversity between and within ecosystems 
2. The connections between and within ecosystems; 
3. the scale of ecosystems; 
4. the condition of ecosystems including their structure and functioning; and  
5. the adaptability of ecosystems. 

 
5.1.11 In fulfilling this duty, the Environment Act (Wales) 2016 requires public authorities to 

seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of functions in relation to 
Wales.  Public authorities must have regard to a list of living organisms and types of 
habitat which in their opinion are of principal importance for the purpose of 
maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales.  This list must be prepared 
and published by the Welsh Ministers under Section 7 (1) of the same Act.  Until this 
list has been published, the list of Habitats and Species of Principal Importance 
previously published under Section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006, should be used.  
 

5.2 Impacts on Designated Sites 
 
5.2.1 All designated sites highlighted by the desk study are located at least 450m from the 

Site, are designated for their terrestrial habitats and are not significantly linked to the 
Site due to the presence of busy roads and an industrial estate in-between.  Impacts of 
the development proposals on these designated sites are therefore considered unlikely. 
 

5.2.2 The Site falls close to the Buglife B-Lines project area.  There is an opportunity for the 
development proposals to provide habitat improvements of benefit to pollinators and 
other invertebrate species.  This is discussed further in Section 6 of this report. 
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5.3 Impacts on Habitats 
 
5.3.1 The habitats on the Site largely comprise unremarkable semi-improved grassland, 

recently cut bramble scrub and dense/scattered scrub/scrubby woodland on the 
boundaries.  The grassland and bramble scrub that comprise the majority of the Site is 
likely to be lost as result of the development, alongside some of the bramble/willow 
scrub on the northern boundary, although currently detailed plans of the proposals are 
not available and there may be scope to retain some areas of grassland in places. 
 

5.3.2 Recommendations in relation to retention and enhancement of the areas of scrubby 
woodland on the southern boundary and western end of the Site are given in Section 6 
of this report. 

 

5.4 Impacts on Protected/Notable Species 
 

Bats 
 
5.4.1 Bats and their habitats are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended), and by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as 
amended).  Taken together, these make it an offence to: 
 
a) Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat; 
b) Deliberately disturb any bat, in particular any disturbance which is likely to (i) 

impair their ability to survive, breed, reproduce or to rear or nurture their young; 
or in the case of hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or (ii) to 
affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they 
belong. 

c) To be in possession or control of any live or dead bat or any part of, or anything 
derived from a bat. 

d) Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat; 
e) Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that bat uses for shelter or 

protection; 
f) Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or place 

that it uses for shelter or protection. 
 
5.4.2 A bat roost may be any structure a bat uses for breeding, resting, shelter or protection. 

It is important to note that since bats tend to re-use the same roost sites, and that current 
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legal opinion is that a bat roost is protected whether or not the bats are present at the 
time. 
 

5.4.3 Eight species of bat are listed as Species of Principal Importance under NERC/The 
Environment Act, including barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus, Bechstein’s Myotis 
bechsteinii, noctule Nyctalus noctula, common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano 
pipistrelle P. pygmaeus, brown long-eared Plecotus auritus, greater horseshoe 
Rhinolophus ferrumequinum and lesser horseshoe R. hipposideros. 

 
5.4.4 Records of bats have been highlighted by the desk study, including soprano pipistrelle, 

common pipistrelle, serotine, natterer’s, brown long-eared, lesser horseshoe, Myotis and 
noctule. 

 
5.4.5 The Site is suitable for foraging and commuting bats, particularly along the southern 

boundary and western end of the Site, associated with the scrubby woodland.  The 
presence of extensive street lighting along the road to the north is likely to limit bats 
using the northern side of the Site to species that are more light-tolerant.  The Site is 
poorly connected to the wider countryside, with only a narrow strip of land on the 
northern side of the boundary road linking the Site to farmland to the east.  Other than 
this, the Site is almost entirely surrounded by housing and the industrial estate to the 
south. 

 
5.4.6 Taking the above into account, it is considered likely that the Site provides some 

foraging habitat for bats along the southern edge for commoner and less light-sensitive 
species of bats, but is unlikely to provide anything more than negligible foraging 
opportunities for the rarer, more light-sensitive bats such as horseshoe bats.  
Appropriate recommendations in relation to retention/enhancement of the scrubby 
woodland areas are given in Section 6 of this report 

 
5.4.7 In terms of roosting potential, no built structures are present on the Site but the mature 

ash trees on the far side of the palisade fence to the south may have some potential for 
roosting bats.  Given that these trees appear to be suffering from ash dieback, further 
survey and appropriate precautions are required during any works to these trees, 
including branch lopping or felling.  This is discussed further in Section 6 of this report. 

 
5.4.8 There is an opportunity for provision of new roosting opportunities for bats within the 

new development, this is discussed further in Section 6 of this report. 

 



146 Land at Coity, Bridgend 
R Sage & G Williams 

 

 20 

5.4.9 Assuming the precautions and recommendations noted above are followed, impacts of 
the proposals are considered likely to be limited and may result in some benefit to this 
species group. 

 
Amphibians 

 
5.4.10 Amphibians, including newts, frogs and toads are protected by various legislation, 

including the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and for great crested 
newt the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).   

 
5.4.11 In addition, great crested newt and common toad are both UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

species and are listed as a Species of Principal Importance under the provisions of the 
NERC Act 2006/Environment (Wales) Act. 

 
5.4.12 Records of common frog, palmate newt and great crested newt were highlighted by the 

desk study and suitable terrestrial habitat for these species is present across the Site.  
 
5.4.13 Several records of great crested newts were highlighted by the desk study from 2007, 

all of which are at least 650m from the Site on the far side of several busy roads and 
areas of housing, towards the eastern end of the village of Coity.  It is unclear what sort 
of records these are, as the desk study just notes their presence, rather than any counts, 
or methods of detection. 

 
5.4.14 There are no waterbodies marked on the 1:25,000 Ordinance Survey map within 500m 

of the Site, except for a single field pond located to the south of the eastern end of the 
village of Coity, just under 500m away. 

 
5.4.15 The lack of ponds likely to be suitable for breeding great crested newts within the 

vicinity of the Site, together with the presence of significant barriers between the Site 
and the location of historical great crested newt records, as well as the poor connectivity 
with other suitable terrestrial habitat in the area, makes the presence of great crested 
newts on the Site itself unlikely.  The presence of other newt species, such as palmate 
and smooth newts (Lissotriton vulgaris), as well as frogs and toads, is also less likely.  
However, appropriate precautions for these species should be taken during the works, 
particularly when the Site is subject to topsoil stripping.  This is discussed further in 
Section 6 of this report. 

 
5.4.16 Assuming these precautions are followed, impacts on amphibians are considered likely 

to be negligible. 



146 Land at Coity, Bridgend 
R Sage & G Williams 

 

 21 

Breeding Birds 
 
5.4.17 All nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended), which makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird 
or take, damage or destroy its nest whilst in use or being built, or take or destroy its 
eggs. In addition to this, for some rarer species (listed on Schedule 1 of the Act), it is an 
offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb them while they are nest building or at or 
near a nest with eggs or young, or to disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 
 

5.4.18 Records of a number of bird species were highlighted by the desk study and it is 
considered likely that areas of woodland/dense scrub on the Site may be used by 
nesting birds.  Appropriate recommendations in relation to retention and enhancement 
of scrubby woodland habitats are given in Section 6 of this report, together with 
recommendations for habitat removal where this is not possible to avoid.   

 
5.4.19 Assuming these precautions are followed, impacts on this species group are considered 

likely to be negligible. 

 
 

Reptiles 
 
5.4.20 All native British reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). Grass snake, slow worm, common lizard and adder are protected against 
intentional killing or injury and against sale.  In addition, all British reptiles are UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan species and are listed as Species of Principal Importance under 
the provisions of the NERC Act 2006 (and therefore the Environment Act). 

 
5.4.21 Records of slow worm, and common lizard were highlighted by the desk study and 

there is some potential for low numbers of these species to be present on the Site.  
However, it should be noted that a) the Site is not well connected to other areas of 
suitable habitat and b) much of the Site (until very recently) was covered in dense 
bramble scrub, thereby reducing areas of habitat suitable for basking and foraging.  In 
addition, there are no areas of rubble, loose stones or other debris that may be used as 
refugia and/or hibernation sites for reptiles.  

 
5.4.22 Taken the above into account, it is considered that the Site may have low numbers of 

common reptile species present, but a significant population is likely to be absent.  
Appropriate precautions should be taken during the strip of the Site prior to works 
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commencing, and are discussed further within Section 6 of this report.  Assuming these 
precautions are followed, impacts on these species are considered likely to be negligible. 

 
Hedgehogs 

 
5.4.23 Hedgehogs are listed as a Species of Principal Importance under the 

NERC/Environment Act. 
 

5.4.24 Records of this species were highlighted by the desk study, and there is suitable habitat 
present on the Site for foraging hedgehogs.  Appropriate precautions should therefore 
be taken during the construction phase of the project and are discussed further in 
Section 6 of this report.  Assuming these precautions are followed, impacts on this 
species are considered likely to be negligible.  
Badgers 
 

5.4.25 Badgers are protected under the Badgers Act 1992. This makes it an offence to willfully 
kill, injure, take, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger, or to attempt to do so; or to 
intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett. Sett interference includes disturbing 
badgers whilst they are occupying a sett, as well as damaging or destroying a sett or 
obstructing access to it. Removal of significant areas of badger foraging habitat may also 
contravene the Act, as it could be regarded as cruelty. 
 

5.4.26 No records of badger were highlighted by the desk study and no evidence of any setts 
was noted during the survey.  However, it is possible that foraging badgers may use 
the Site on infrequent occasions. Appropriate precautions should be put into place 
during the construction phase of the project, particularly in relation to any holes that 
are dug into the ground.  This is discussed further in Section 6 of this report, and if 
followed correctly will ensure impacts on badgers are negligible. 

 
Invertebrates 

 
5.4.27 A number of invertebrate species records were highlighted by the desk study, and it is 

likely that there is a reasonable range of invertebrates present on the Site.  
 

5.4.28 Recommendations in relation to appropriate planting for invertebrate species are given 
in Section 6 of this report. 
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5.5 Enhancements 
 
5.5.1 Planning Policy Wales 10 states ‘planning authorities must seek to maintain and enhance 

biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means that development should not cause any 
significant loss of habitats or populations of species, locally or nationally and must provide a net 
benefit for biodiversity’.   
 

5.5.2 A number of enhancements have already been suggested in the paragraphs above and 
are detailed more fully in Section 6 of this report, alongside further suggestions. 

 

5.6 Summary Assessment 
 

5.6.1 This Preliminary Ecological Appraisal has provided baseline ecological information 
describing the main characteristics of the proposed development site.  An assessment 
of likely impacts has therefore been made for the majority of habitats, species and 
species groups, subject to a number of recommendations outlined in the following 
section.   
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6 Recommendations 
 

6.1 Further Survey Work in Relation to Ash Trees and Bats 
 
6.1.1 Further assessment of the mature ash trees at Target Note 3 should be undertaken in 

terms of ash dieback by a qualified tree surveyor.  If any works are required to make 
them safe, for example branch/limb removal or fully felling any trees, further survey 
work for bats may be required prior to commencement.   
 

6.1.2 Survey work for bats should include as a minimum a ground-based visual inspection of 
each tree from all sides (including the industrial site side, where access is possible).  If 
no features likely to support bats are observed or suspected, works to the trees 
concerned can proceed with caution.  However, if features that may support roosting 
bats are seen or are suspected to be present, closer inspection may be required.  This 
may take the form of an aerial tree climbing survey by an appropriately competent 
ecologist, or if that is not possible for safety reasons, a cherry picker may be an 
appropriate approach. 

 
6.1.3 If closer detailed inspections through climbing or by cherry picker is not possible, 

alternative approaches may be required, for example nocturnal infra-red/thermal 
imaging surveys and/or section-felling under the direct supervision of a licenced bat 
ecologist.   

 

6.2 Habitat retention and enhancements to the design 
 

6.2.1 A number of recommendations in relation to habitat retention and enhancement are 
given in the following bullet points: 
 
1. Scrubby woodland retention and enhancement.  It is strongly recommended that 

the scrubby woodland along the southern edge and western end of the Site be 
retained as far as possible.  It is understood that there may be a requirement for 
some scrubby woodland loss to allow for the construction of an access road, 
however this should be kept to a minimum.  The woodland areas should be 
strengthened, for example by filling in gaps (particularly on the southern boundary 
of the site towards the western end), and making this band wider wherever possible.  
Species chosen should be of local provenance and contain a mix of species, 
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particularly those that will provide foraging habitat for birds and invertebrates.  
Existing species (hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, oak and willow) are a good place to 
start, alongside additional species such as holly Ilex aquifolium and dogwood Cornus 
sanguinea.  These enhancement measures do not have to be onerous and can be 
incorporated into the scheme design drawings, alongside a simple long-term 
management strategy. 
 

2. Appropriate Sustainable Urban Drainage Strategy (SUDs).  The requirement for 
SUDs on new sites in parallel with planning gives a good opportunity for habitat 
improvement, particularly when it comes to increasing diversity of plants that 
require damp or wetter areas.  If possible, some areas that contain permanent water 
would be very beneficial.  An appropriately competent ecologist should liaise with 
the drainage team to ensure the SUDs incorporate ecological requirements as far as 
possible. 

 
3. Appropriate lighting strategy.  An appropriate lighting scheme should be put 

together, maintaining a ‘dark corridor’ along the southern boundary in order to 
keep impacts on foraging bats to a minimum. 

 
4. Installation of additional roosting/nesting opportunities for bats and breeding 

birds.  Ideally, bat and bird boxes should be incorporated into the fabric of any new 
buildings, and be appropriate for the species most likely to use them.  Some birds 
require nesting opportunities to be high up, others a specific entrance hole size, and 
bats also have specific requirements depending on whether they like to roost in 
crevices or larger spaces. 

 
5. Some more ambitious ways of achieving further biodiversity net gain could 

include the installation of bug hotels, the use of green/brown roofs/walls (these are 
often easier to achieve on simple structures like stand-alone garages, waste bin 
sheds, bike sheds, bus shelters etc), retention of some areas of grassland and 
managed for diversity (for example, creating a wild area within the children’s 
nursery garden that is subject to a once or twice yearly cut) or digging a wildlife 
pond. 

 

6.3 Appropriate precautions during site strip 
 

6.3.1 A number of precautions are recommended during the construction stage of the 
development, and are detailed in the following bullets: 
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1. Scrub removal outside the bird nesting season.  Should any areas of scrub and/or 
woodland be removed as part of the development proposals, this should be timed 
to avoid the bird nesting season, generally considered to be March – August 
inclusive.  Therefore as far as possible scrub removal should be completed between 
September and February.  If that is not possible, the areas concerned should be 
checked by a suitably competent ecologist immediately prior to removal, and only 
cleared if no evidence of nesting birds is observed.  Should any nesting birds be 
present, clearance should not proceed until the young have fledged the nest or the 
nest becomes unviable. 
 

2. Watching brief during site strip.  A watching brief by an appropriately competent 
ecologist is required during the early stages of the work when the site is stripped, in 
order to ensure impacts on amphibians, reptiles and small mammals including 
hedgehogs are kept to a minimum in the unlikely event that they are found.  Once 
further details of the design are known, appropriate locations for moving any 
animals to, ideally within the Site (where habitat is to be retained) can be given. 
 

3. Avoidance of night working.  As far as possible, construction works should not take 
place during the hours of darkness, in order to keep impacts on 
foraging/commuting bats to a minimum.  If that is not possible, details of how and 
when such night-working would take place, together with details of lighting used, 
should be submitted to the local authority for approval as part of the development 
proposals, and must demonstrate minimal impacts on bats. 

 
4. Appropriate precautions in relation to badgers and other mammals.  Any 

trenches/excavations created during the works, for example for service connections 
or foundations, should be covered over at night to prevent animals such as badgers, 
hedgehogs and other species from falling in and becoming trapped. If that is not 
possible, an adequate means of escape must be provided, for example, a gently 
graded side wall or provision of gently sloped wooden plank or equivalent. All 
excavations should be checked for trapped wildlife each morning prior to 
commencing activities. 

 
6.3.2 Further recommendations may be necessary once more details about the scheme design 

and construction methods are available. 
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6.4 Repeat Surveys 
 
6.4.1 If the Site remains undeveloped for more than two years from the date of this survey, 

repeat survey work may be necessary, even if planning permission has already been 
granted. This is to ensure that no significant changes have taken place to the Site in the 
meantime, that impacts on protected species/habitats have remained the same, and that 
mitigation measures are still appropriate for the scheme. Any significant changes that 
may occur should be addressed appropriately if this happens. 
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