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1. Introduction  

1.1 SCOPE OF THIS REPORT 
 

1.1.1 Description of the proposed development 
This report, commissioned by Pleydell Smithyman on behalf of Breedon Ltd, presents the 

findings of a cultural heritage assessment for a proposed extension to Denbigh Quarry 

(Figure 1). The centre of the Proposed Extension Area (PEA) is at approximately NGR SJ 

04737 66960.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 Location of the Planning Application Area and PEA 
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100043831 

 

 

PEA 
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The PEA comprises approximately 5ha of agricultural land (currently under pasture with 

some trees) to the west of the permitted quarry and is shown on Figure 2. 

 

 

 

The working scheme is set out in detail elsewhere in the Planning and Environmental 

Statements, together with working and restoration plans.  

In brief it will comprise: 

• Pre-commencement screen planting, in the first available planting season following 

the grant of planning permission, would take place along the southern boundary of the 

PEA; 

• Mineral would be extracted using drill and blast techniques that can be manipulated 

on an individual basis in order to control ground-borne vibration; 

Figure 2 Current setting of the PEA 
© Google Earth base photo 
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• Excavated mineral will be processed through the existing plant, in its current location 

and using the same weighbridge/office/welfare facilities/access/routing as at present. 

The proposed restoration for the PEA would include; 

• Creation of a Priority Habitat (Calcareous Grassland) along the quarry floor with a 

gentle slope to allow for natural drainage; 

• Positioning of linear water catchment areas close to the edge of the quarry allowing 

for natural soakaway to the underlying limestone; 

• Natural regeneration of trees and shrubs assisted by the addition of soil forming 

materials; 

• Lower cliffs and benches blasted in selected areas to form areas of scree at the base of 

the quarry to assist natural regeneration; 

• The importation of up to 100,000 tonnes of inert waste to achieve graded restoration 

in the northern end of the site from 2022; 

• South-facing slopes that are visible from Denbigh may be hydroseeded in order to 

encourage vegetation growth and reduce the contrast of the rock with the adjacent 

vegetation. 

1.1.2 Geology, Soils and Land Use 

 
Table 1 Geology and landuse1  

Soilscapes Classification NE - Freely draining slightly acid but base rich soils 

SW - Freely draining slightly acid loamy soils 

Superficial 1:50000 BGS Till, Devensian – Diamicton (TILLD) 

Bedrock 1:50000 BGS Clwyd Limestone Group (CLWYD) 

Topography Principal slope eastwards 

Hydrology Assumed free draining, but land drains seen in S 

Current Land Use Grassland - Pasture 

Historic Land Use Mixed Agricultural 

 

1.1.3 Scope of cultural heritage 

Cultural heritage is represented by a wide range of assets and features that result from past 

human use of the landscape.  These include historic structures, many still in use, above 

ground and buried archaeological monuments and remains of all periods, artefacts of 

anthropological origin and evidence that can help reconstruct past human environments.  In its 

broadest form cultural heritage is represented by the landscape and townscape itself.  

 

The assessment considers both direct and indirect effects upon cultural heritage. Indirect 

effects can occur as a result of changes to the setting of a landscape or asset, whether 

permanent or temporary. This is particularly relevant to designated cultural heritage assets, 

such as Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and 

Gardens and Registered Historic Landscapes. 

 

 
1 source Tigergeo 
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1.1.4 Authorship 

This Assessment and Heritage Statement has been written by Andrew Josephs and David 

Robertson of Andrew Josephs Associates, a consultancy specialising in archaeology and 

cultural heritage founded in 2002. 

 

Andrew is Managing Director of AJA and has extensive experience of all periods and facets 

of cultural heritage, including the authorship of over 1000 Heritage Statements. He was 

previously Principal Consultant (Director of Heritage and Archaeology) at AMEC (now 

Wood) and Wardell Armstrong, where he started in 1992, becoming of the UK’s first 

consultants in the post-PPG16 era of developer-funded archaeology.  Prior to 1992, he 

worked as a field-based archaeologist and researcher for universities and units in the UK, 

Europe and the USA. He graduated with a BA (Honours) in Archaeology and Environmental 

Studies in 1985 from the University of Wales Lampeter. 

 

David Robertson has worked as a heritage consultant since August 2018, writing desk-based 

assessments, preparing Environment Statement chapters and providing advice on the historic 

environment implications of a broad range of developments. Prior to this he was Historic 

Environment Planning Officer for Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service for 

12 years and led on rural heritage for the Association of Local Government Archaeological 

Officers (from January 2017). He holds a BA in Geography and History from the University 

of Wales Aberystwyth and a MA in Archaeology from Reading University and is a full 

Member of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists. 

1.2 DESK-BASED RESEARCH 
In order to assess the effects of the potential scheme, cultural heritage information within and 

up to 3km from the PEA was examined. This was based upon topographical modelling and 

was considered an appropriate distance within which to assess archaeological potential and 

the effects upon designated heritage assets. This radius was agreed in consultations at the 

coping stage. 

A variety of sources were consulted including the Clwyd-Powys Historic Environment 

Record, Cadw’s database for the locations of designated sites, Coflein (the online catalogue of 

archaeology, buildings, industrial and maritime heritage in Wales), reports of previous 

archaeological investigations, maps and readily available local history materials.  

All work has been undertaken in accordance with Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 

Desk-Based Assessment (Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 2008, revised 2012).  

1.3 FIELD-BASED RESEARCH  
A site visit to the PEA and its environs was undertaken in August 2019 to assess whether any 

part of the PEA had already been damaged or disturbed by activities in the modern period and 

whether any aspects of specific archaeological interest could be identified. A photographic 

record of the current state and use of the land was taken.  

Visits were made to designated cultural heritage receptors in the study area to assess indirect 

effects. 
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A field evaluation in the form of a geophysical survey was undertaken by Tigergeo in October 

2019.  

1.4 RELEVANT LEGISLATION, POLICY AND GUIDANCE 

1.4.1 National legislation 
The importance of cultural heritage is clearly recognised at a national level.  Certain assets 

that are deemed to be of particular importance are given legal protection through the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 and (Scheduled Monuments), the Planning 

(Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and The Historic Environment (Wales) 

Act 2016 (Scheduled Monuments, historic parks and gardens, Listed Buildings, historic place 

names, historic environment records and the Advisory Panel for the Welsh Historic 

Environment). 

Planning Policy Wales sets out the Welsh Governments’ land-use planning policies (2018, 

edition 10). It is supplemented by a series of Technical Advice Notes, Welsh Government 

Circulars, policy clarification letters and regulations.  

 

Sustainable development has been at the heart of planning policy since the introduction of 

Planning Policy Wales in 2002 and this is secured through a plan-led approach (including the 

Wales Spatial Plan 2004-2024, the draft National Development Framework 2020-2040, 

Strategic Development Plans and Local Development Plans). Legislation secures a 

presumption in favour of sustainable development in accordance with development plans 

unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 

 

Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales covers distinctive and natural places, the environmental 

and cultural components of placemaking. It states the Welsh Governments objectives for the 

historic environment (page 124) which are to seek to: 

 
• protect the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage Sites; 

 

• conserve archaeological remains, both for their own sake and for their role in education, leisure 

and the economy;  

 

• safeguard the character of historic buildings and manage change so that their special 

architectural and historic interest is preserved;  

 

• preserve or enhance the character or appearance of conservation areas, whilst the same time 

helping them remain vibrant and prosperous; 

 

• preserve the special interest of sites on the register of historic parks and gardens; and 

 

• protect areas on the register of historic landscapes in Wales. 

 

It covers planning and the historic environment in detail. Many of its statements are directly 

relevant to the proposed development including: 

 

• Section 6.1.7: It is important that the planning system looks to protect, conserve and enhance the 

significance of historic assets. This will include consideration of the setting of an historic asset 

which might extend beyond its curtilage. Any change that impacts on an historic asset or its setting 

should be managed in a sensitive and sustainable way (page 124). 
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• Section 6.1.10: There should be a general presumption in favour of the preservation or 

enhancement of a listed building and its setting, which might extend beyond its curtilage. For any 

development proposal affecting a listed building or its setting, the primary material consideration 

is the statutory requirement to have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building, its 

setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses (page 124). 

 

• Section 6.1.21: Planning authorities should protect those assets included on the register of historic 

landscapes in Wales. As above, the sharing and use of evidence and assessments undertaken for 

wider reasons, such as Green Infrastructure Assessments, should be used to identify and better 

understand historic landscapes and ensure their qualities are protected and enhanced. The 

register should be taken into account in decision making when considering the implications of 

developments which meet the criteria for Environmental Impact Assessment or, if on call in, in the 

opinion of the Welsh Ministers, the development is of a sufficient scale to have more than a local 

impact on the historic landscape. An assessment of development on a historic landscape may be 

required if it is proposed within a registered historic landscape or its setting and there is potential 

for conflict with development plan policy (page 126). 

 

• Where archaeological remains are known to exist or there is a potential for them to survive, an 

application should be accompanied by sufficient information, through desk-based assessment 

and/or field evaluation, to allow a full understanding of the impact of the proposal on the 

significance of the remains. The needs of archaeology and development may be reconciled, and 

potential conflict very much reduced, through early discussion and assessment (page 127). 

 

• If the planning authority is minded to approve an application and where archaeological remains 

are affected by proposals that alter or destroy them, the planning authority must be satisfied that 

the developer has secured appropriate and satisfactory provision for their recording and 

investigation, followed by the analysis and publication of the results and the deposition of the 

resulting archive in an approved repository. On occasions, unforeseen archaeological remains 

may still be discovered during the course of a development. A written scheme of investigation 

should consider how to react to such circumstances or it can be covered through an appropriate 

condition for a watching brief. Where remains discovered are deemed to be of national 

importance, the Welsh Ministers have the power to schedule the site and in such circumstances 

scheduled monument consent must be required before works can continue (page 127). 

 

The Town and Country (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017 

In relation to cultural heritage (part 5 of the Act) requires Environment Statements to include: 

 

Regulation 17, part 3: 

(b) a description of the likely significant effects of the proposed development on the 

environment;  

 

(c) a description of any features of the proposed development, or measures envisaged in order 

to avoid, prevent or reduce and, if possible, offset likely significant adverse effects on the 

environment 
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Regulation 17, part 4: 

 

(a) be prepared by persons who in the opinion of the relevant planning authority or the 

Welsh Ministers, as appropriate, have sufficient expertise to ensure the completeness 

and quality of the statement;  

 

(b) contain a statement by or on behalf of the applicant or appellant describing the 

expertise of the person who prepared the environmental statement;  

 

(c) where a scoping opinion or direction has been issued in accordance with regulation 

14 or 15, be based on the most recent scoping opinion or direction issued (so far as 

the proposed development remains materially the same as the proposed development 

which was the subject of that opinion or direction);  

 

(d)  include the information reasonably required for reaching a reasoned conclusion on 

the significant effects of the development on the environment, taking into account 

current knowledge and methods of assessment.  

 

Schedule 4 of the Act requires Environmental Statements to include: 

 

3.  A description of the relevant aspects of the current state of the environment (baseline 

scenario) and an outline of the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the 

development as far as natural changes from the baseline scenario can be assessed with 

reasonable effort on the basis of the availability of environmental information and scientific 

knowledge.  

 

4.  A description of the factors specified in regulation 4(2) likely to be significantly affected by 

the development: population, human health, biodiversity (for example fauna and flora), land 

(for example land take), soil (for example organic matter, erosion, compaction, sealing), 

water (for example hydromorphological changes, quantity and quality), air, climate (for 

example greenhouse gas emissions, impacts relevant to adaptation), material assets, cultural 

heritage, including architectural and archaeological aspects, and landscape.  

 

5.  A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment 

resulting from, inter alia—  

(a) the construction and existence of the development, including, where relevant, demolition 

works;  

(b) the use of natural resources in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity, considering as 

far as possible the sustainable availability of these resources;  

(c) the emission of pollutants, noise, vibration, light, heat and radiation, the creation of 

nuisances and the disposal and recovery of waste,  

(d) the risks to human health, cultural heritage or the environment (for example due to 

accidents or disasters);  

(e) the cumulation of effects with other existing and/or approved projects, taking into account 

any existing environmental problems relating to areas of particular environmental 

importance likely to be affected or the use of natural resources;  

(f) the impact of the project on climate (for example the nature and magnitude of greenhouse 

gas emissions) and the vulnerability of the project to climate change;  

(g) the technologies and the substances used. 
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The description of the likely significant effects on the factors specified in regulation 4(2) 

should cover the direct effects and any indirect, secondary, cumulative, transboundary, short-

term, medium-term and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects of 

the development. This description should take into account the environmental protection 

objectives established at European Union or Member State level which are relevant to the 

project. 

 

1.4.2 National policy and guidance 
 

Published best practice and guidance on assessing the impact of development on heritage 

assets include: 

• Cadw 2011 Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of Historic 

Environment in Wales; 

• Welsh Government 2017 Planning Policy Wales Technical Advice Note 24; The 

Historic Environment Cadw/Welsh Government 2017 Setting of Historic Assets in 

Wales;  

• Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly Government 2007 Guide 

to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in 

the Planning and Development Process. 

 

Conservation Principles outlines six key principles on which to assess the potential impact 

of development proposals on the significance of heritage assets: 

1. Historic assets will be managed to sustain their values.  

2. Understanding the significance of historic assets is vital.  

3. The historic environment is a shared resource.  

4. Everyone will be able to participate in sustaining the historic environment.  

5. Decisions about change must be reasonable, transparent and consistent.  

6. Documenting and learning from decisions is essential. 

Four heritage values need to be understood before the significance of a heritage asset can be 

assessed: 

 

1. Evidential value. 

2. Historical value. 

3. Aesthetic value.  

4. Communal value. 

Section 7.8 of Technical Advice Note 24 provides detailed advice on archaeological remains, 

listed buildings, conservation areas, historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes. In 

relation to registered historic landscapes its states:  

 

Best practice guidance has been developed to assist local planning authorities and the 

Planning Inspectorate in their consideration of planning proposals affecting areas on the 

Register of Historic Landscapes. Proposed developments within a registered historic 

landscape that require an Environmental Impact Assessment may require an appropriate 
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assessment of the impacts as part of the Environmental Statement.126 The Welsh Ministers 

must be consulted, through Cadw, on such developments.127(2) 

 

The best practice guide Setting of Historic Assets in Wales explains setting, how it 

contributes to the significance of a heritage asset and why it is important. It also outlines the 

principles and stages used to assess the potential impact of development proposals on 

designated heritage assets, how impacts can be mitigated and offset and how setting can be 

enhanced. 

 

A Guide to Good Practice on Using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in the 

Development Process (ASIDOHL2) describes the background to the register of historic 

landscapes and provides a staged process for assessing the significance of the impact of 

development on registered historic landscapes. It explains all the landscape areas on the 

register are of national importance in a Welsh context. They are divided into two parts, thirty-

six ‘outstanding and twenty-two ‘special’ areas. The difference between the two is on of 

degree, not quality of historic interest. 

 

 

1.4.3 Local planning policy 
Denbighshire County Council’s Local Development Plan 2006-2021 was adopted in June 

2013. This covers development of all kinds, including mineral extraction. The historic 

environment is specifically mentioned in a number of policies and statements, some of which 

are directly relevant to the proposed development: 

 

Policy VOE 1 – Key Areas of importance  

The following areas will be protected from development that would adversely affect them. 

Development proposals should maintain and, wherever possible, enhance these areas for 

their characteristics, local distinctiveness, and value to local communities in Denbighshire:  

• Statutory designated sites for nature conservation;  

• Local areas designated or identified because of their natural landscape or 

biodiversity value;  

• Sites of built heritage; and  

• Historic Landscape, Parks and Gardens (page 64). 

Development proposals which fall within registered historic landscapes, parks and gardens 

will be assessed against the Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of 

Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development Process (Cadw/CCW/WAG) 

(page 65). 

 

Denbighshire County Council provides additional advice on archaeology, conservations areas 

and listed buildings in adopted supplementary planning guidance documents. 

 

 
2 126 As described in Cadw and CCW A Guide to Good Practice on Using the Register of Landscapes of 

Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development Process revised (2nd) edition (2007), para 

2.8.  
127 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012, 

paragraph (l)(iv) of Schedule 4. 
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1.4.4 Scoping and consultations 
Denbighshire County Council provided a scoping opinion on 14 August 2019. In this Cadw, 

the Welsh Government’s historic environment service, stated that nationally important 

designated heritage assets within 3km of the proposed development should be identified and 

assessed in the Environmental Statement. They provided a list of listed buildings, scheduled 

monuments, registered historic parks and gardens, and a registered historic landscape located 

within this radius.  

 

Consultations were held with Mark Walters, Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-

Powys Archaeological Trust and Neil Maylan, Senior Historic Environment Planning Officer, 

Cadw to agree the scope of the assessment, including field-based archaeological evaluation 

and assessment of the setting of designated assets and landscapes.  

The ASIDOHL2 assessment was reviewed by CADW prior to the writing of this report. 

 

1.5 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY AND SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 
Four criteria have been considered in evaluating the significance of the residual effects of the 

proposed development, taking into account any proposed mitigation measures. 

 

1.5.1 Type of Impact 
Impacts may be beneficial, adverse, neutral (i.e. no discernible effect) or none.  They may be 

permanent or temporary, of long, medium or short duration, direct or indirect.  They may also 

be cumulative or combined with other effects occurring in the vicinity. 

 

Direct impacts have a physical effect upon an archaeological site, structure or cultural 

heritage asset.  This may lead to the partial or total destruction of that asset. 

 

Indirect impacts of development upon scheduled monuments, listed buildings, parks and 

gardens and other designated assets of the cultural heritage landscape are more difficult to 

assess. Consideration should include the context (or setting) of a cultural heritage asset (or 

place) and how we should assess its significance. Contextual relationships may be visual, but 

can also be, for example, functional, historical or intellectual. 

1.5.2 Likelihood of the impact occurring  

An assessment is made as to the likelihood of the identified impact occurring.  Probability is 

considered as certain, likely, unlikely or not known. 

1.5.3 Sensitivity  

Five categories of sensitivity are identified. These are expanded upon in Table 2, below. 
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Table 2  Definitions of sensitivity 

 

 

Value (Sensitivity) of 
receptor/resource 

Definition 

 
Very high Sites and settings of international importance, for example World 

Heritage Sites. 

High Sites and settings of national importance. Scheduled Monuments. 
Registered Battlefields. Grade I and Grade II* Listed Buildings 
and Registered Historic Parks and Gardens. Sites may also be 
discovered as a result of new research that are also of national 
importance and are candidates for scheduling.  

Medium Sites and settings of regional importance. Archaeological sites 
and features that are not considered sufficiently important or well-
preserved to be protected as Scheduled Monuments. Grade II 
Listed Buildings and Grade II Registered Historic Parks and 
Gardens. Conservation Areas. 

Low Archaeological sites and structures, and other components of the 
historic environment that contribute to the local landscape.  
Locally designated assets. 

Negligible Archaeological sites and structures, and other components of the 
historic environment of very low importance. 

 

1.5.4 Magnitude 

The magnitude of change to a cultural heritage asset or landscape is considered in terms of its 

vulnerability, its current condition and the nature of the impact upon it.  With respect to sub-

surface archaeology, there may be a degree of uncertainty of the magnitude of change, and 

where this is the case it is noted. Magnitude is assessed as major, moderate, minor or 

negligible/ none and the criteria used in this assessment are set out in Table 3, below. 
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Table 3  Criteria for Assessing Magnitude of Change3 

 

1.5.5 Assessing significance 

The four criteria are considered together to reach a conclusion upon the significance of 

residual effects taking into account any mitigation measures. They may be beneficial or 

adverse or neutral (i.e. no change to the existing situation). In some cases it may not be 

possible to quantify the significance of an effect, for example due to a gap in information, and 

this is noted.  

 

Table 4 presents a matrix of the inter-relationship of environmental value (sensitivity) with 

magnitude that leads to a conclusion on the significance of an effect.   

 

 
3 Source: Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, 2020, LA104 Environmental Assessment 

and Modelling, page 14 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 16 

 

 

 

 Table 4  Inter-relationship of sensitivity with magnitude4 

 
Finally, the suggested relevance of the significance of an effect in relation to decision making 

is presented in Table 5. 

 

Table 5  Significance categories and decision making5 

 

 

 

3/5 Source: Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, 2020, LA104 Environmental Assessment 

and Modelling, page 15 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 17 

 

 

2. Baseline Conditions 

2.1 DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS 

2.1.1 Scope  

A search area of 3km from the PEA was assessed and potential effects upon setting based 

upon a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV). Designated Assets are shown overlain onto the 

ZTV on Figure 3.  The ZTV (that models only visibility and topography and does not take 

account of intervening development or vegetation) clearly shows that the PEA is not visible 

from the vast majority of assets. This is discussed further below. 

No designated assets of cultural heritage importance lie within the boundary of the PEA.  

2.1.2 Designated Assets within 3km of the PEA 
Cadw noted that the following designated assets are situated within 3km and would require 

assessment or justification for omission from assessment. 

Table 6  Designated Assets within 3km identified by Cadw 
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Figure 3 Designated Heritage Assets over ZTV 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 
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2.1.3 Designated Assets Scoped into the Assessment 
The following assets have been subject to assessment in line with planning policy and 

guidance, and specifically The Setting of Historic Assets in Wales. These are assessed in 

Section 4. 

• DE002 Denbigh Town Wall 

• DE005 St Hilary’s Chapel Tower 

• DE023 Denbigh Friary 

• DE044 Leicester’s Church 

• DE156 Denbigh Castle and Medieval Town 

• DE225 Denbigh Medieval Town (NE Corner) 

• The Vale of Clwyd registered historic landscape 

 

2.1.4 Designated Assets Scoped out of the Assessment 
All other assets have been scoped out due to there being no visibility based upon the ZTV that 

was verified by field survey or as a result of intervening development within Denbigh town. 

Excerpts from the ZTV of key assets or groups of assets are included at Figures 4A-G to 

demonstrate this. 

 Figure 4A Designated Heritage Assets to northwest of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 
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Figure 4B Designated Heritage Assets to west of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 

 

 

Figure 4C Designated Heritage Assets to southwest of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 
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Figure 4D Designated Heritage Assets to south of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 

 

 

Figure 4E Designated Heritage Assets to southeast of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 
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Figure 4F Designated Heritage Assets to east of PEA (scoped out) 
© Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 

 

 

Figure 4G Designated Heritage Assets (listed buildings, Denbigh town centre) 

(scoped out) © Crown copyright. Pleydell Smithyman. 
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2.2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

2.2.1 Clwyd-Powys Historic Environment Record 
HER information was provided by Gary Duckers, Historic Environment Record Officer, 

Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. We are grateful for his efficient and helpful service. 

The Clwyd-Powys Historic Environment Record (CPHER) was consulted (HER reference 

number E6479) for sites within a 1km radius of PEA. The data comprised a mixture of find 

spots, sites and documentary references. Locations are shown on Figures 5A and B. 

The majority of entries are of 19th century and later date. For clarity of discussion these have 

been omitted from the table below. 

What is immediately apparent is there is a very low background of earlier Prehistoric 

material, represented by four stray finds of flint flakes and implements ranging from the 

Mesolithic through to the Bronze Age but no actual sites. Flint being robust survives well in 

most soils.   

The Iron Age and Roman periods are similarly sparse represented mainly by stray metal 

finds found through detecting which may reflect occupation in the broader landscape although 

no specific sites have been identified. The pieces are however concentrated to the immediate 

northwest of the PEA some way from the Roman road running between St Asaphs and 

Corwen, the projected course of which runs across the eastern part of the search area.  

The medieval period, not unsurprisingly given the rise of Denbigh, is well represented.  The 

majority of the entries relate to the Urban Area of the town although isolated features such as 

a medieval cellar, kiln and a possible motte are also recorded. Denbigh Quarry (Graig Quarry 

121579) is known to have been operational from at least the thirteenth century when it was 

the source of stone for Leicester’s church and the tower of St Hilary’s as well as Bodfari 

church. It is probable that the quarry also provided the stone for the castle. 

A detailed history of Denbigh, its archaeology and its buildings is included at Appendix A. 

Table 7  HER Entries within 1km of the PEA 

 
HER 
Ref 

NGR 
SJ 

Name Description Date 

119234 05042 
66120 

Flint A small flint scraper  Late Neolithic 

119235 05042 
66120 

Flint A small flint blade of either Mesolithic or early 
Neolithic date 

Mesolithic /E 
Neolithic 

119236 04 67 Flint One piece of flint knapping waste  Prehistoric 

119237 04 67 Flint Small flint implement/thumb nail scraper Bronze Age 

88774 045 
670 

Spindlewhorl Bi-conical lead spindle whorl Romano-British 

88785 045 
670 

Brooch A Trumpet brooch of copper alloy with traces 
of enamel 

Romano-British 

88786 045 
670 

Brooch A trumpet brooch of copper alloy Romano-British 

88792 045 
670 

Brooch Circular twisted bronze wire possibly part of a 
brooch 

Romano-British 

93600 0535 
6677 

Roman 
Road 

Predicted line of the Roman road between 
Corwen and St Asaphs. Part followed by the 

Romano-British 
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modern road and a further section by a field 
boundary. 

29299 0515 
6615 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29300 0525 
6615 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29304 0505 
6625 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29305 0515 
6625 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29306 0525 
6625 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29307 0535 
6625 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29311 0515 
6635 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29312 0525 
6635 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29313 0535 
6635 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29314 0545 
6635 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29319 0525 
6645 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29320 0535 
6645 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29321 0545 
6645 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

29322 0555 
6645 

Urban area Medieval urban area of Denbigh Medieval 

102021 0555 
6639 

Tile kiln Double flue tile kiln of C14/15 found in 1938 
while building a welfare centre 

Medieval 

119306 05042 
66120 

Coin A cut quarter from a silver long cross penny Medieval 

119307 05 66 Coin Silver penny of Richard II Medieval 

128462 05266 
66139 

Cellar A medieval vaulted cellar below the north side 
of the Crown Hotel. It may have served a 
merchants house 

Medieval 

44450 05100 
66100 

Motte A possible motte Medieval 

121579 0522 
6675 

Quarry A quarry used from at least the C13 for 
limestone. The stone is found in a number of 
buildings including Leicester’s church. Later 
quarrying may have obscured earlier workings 

Medieval 

88787 045 
674 

Jetton ?Hans Krauwinkel Late 
Medieval/post 
Medieval 

101471 0407 
6722 

Well Site of the Medieval holy well of Ffynnon 
Sadwrn, the well chamber was recored in 1911 
but may have subsequently been levelled 

Medieval 

119238 04 67 Bead Small spherical bead of brown stone Undated 

88789 045 
674 

Lead bullets Three nearly identical heavily encrusted bullets 
with lead type material and a part filling of lead 
or copper alloy. Identified as either Dark 
Age/early Christian or C19 

Uncertain 
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Figure 5A CP HER data 
© as shown. NB Red line shown was pre-scoping and this boundary has now been revised 
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Figure 5B CP HER data (Denbigh town) 
© as shown. 
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2.2.2 Recent Archaeological Works 
In addition to the above entries there have been several pieces of recent archaeological work 

within the 1km search radius, most have been desk based. 

These include work associated with the Caves Scheduling Enhancement Programme 

(130439), the First World War commemoration project to identify army camps and training 

areas (132148, 141794) and the assessment of historic settlements in Denbighshire (130974).  

Other similar schemes have explored mills and industries.  

A small number of these projects were followed by limited intervention or field survey work, 

for example the mills’ scheduling scheme was followed by a stage of field survey (129725).  

The other category of work has been the conducting of photographic surveys of upstanding 

structures for example at Plas Clough Farm (39832) or the barn at Bryn-Coch-Isaf (39830).  

No extensive field interventions are present in the CPHER. 

2.3 CARTOGRAPHY 

The PEA has been unchanged at least since the first Ordnance Survey mapping of 1875, other 

than for the loss of a few trees (Figure 6). 

 

Figure 6 Ordnance Survey 1st edition (6”) 1875 
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2.4 GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY 

2.4.1 Introduction 
Detailed geophysical survey of the whole PEA was undertaken by Tigergeo in October 2019. 

The report is appended (Appendix B). Survey was undertaken across three fields, covering an 

area of approximately 5.1 hectares. A few small gaps in the coverage in the southern fields 

were necessitated by the presence of trees but otherwise coverage was total. 

Data and interpretation are shown on Figures 7A and B. Numbers in [n] refer to Table 8 and 

Figure 7B. 

The report6 has been submitted to the Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys 

Archaeological Trust, advisor to Denbighshire County Council. 

2.4.2  Data Character 
The data is of good quality throughout with reasonable magnetic contrast. At first glance the 

intensity data looks fairly complex but in combination with the result of a pseudo-gradient 

transformation the underlying magnetic structures become more evident. 

Data character varies across the PEA with smoother texture to the north and east and a much 

more variable one to the south with an obvious strong geological input. Magnetic intensity 

varies by multiple nano-Tesla within a few metres in this region but overall anomaly strength 

is also higher. Contrast is good throughout. 

2.4.3  Geology 
The Till Deposits contribute to the magnetic susceptibility of the soil although there are 

presumably changes within this, or of the depth of soil, to account for the NE to SW transition 

from base rich soils to loamy ones. This change appears to be present in the magnetic data 

with the more variable texture apparently associated with the loamy soils. It is possible, 

indeed likely, that the cover of Till is not continuous and where it is absent the base-rich soils 

predominate; this would correlate with the magnetic result. 

The BGS G-BASE soil iron content is 3.4% at 5 km resolution, against a 3.8% 15 km regional 

average. Although this does not indicate site-specific conditions it does show that overall the 

soils have a high potential for magnetisation by artificial processes. 

2.4.4  Land use 
There is little direct evidence for past land use although there are some examples of 

cultivation reminiscent of narrow ridge and furrow, with a 4 – 5 m separation rather than the 

more common 6 – 7 m, at [7] and [11]. This does not obviously relate to the present field 

boundaries so may predate these. 

No obvious former field boundaries are apparent within the data and none are known to have 

been removed since the 1890s OS map edition. 

At [10] a spread of debris might indicate the former site of a small hollow, e.g. a pond or 

similar. 

 

 
6 Denbigh Quarry, Denbighshire: Archaeological Geophysical Survey. TigerGeo Ltd (2018).  
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Figure 7A Geophysical Survey Data 
© as shown. NB Red line shown was pre-scoping and this boundary has now been revised 
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Figure 7B Geophysical Survey Interpretation 
© as shown. NB Red line shown was pre-scoping and this boundary has now been revised 
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2.4.5  Archaeology 
There is little conclusive evidence for features of archaeological interest but there are hints at 

former systems of enclosure. Seen against a strongly variable background, a wide (3 – 4 m) 

band of reduced magnetic intensity [3] and perhaps also [9] might be interpreted as a stony 

bank with a possible entrance at [4]. If so, its southeast flank would run along the contour. 

There are no direct indications of date but such a construction could be medieval or earlier. 

However, such an anomaly can also be generated by discontinuities in the limestone bedrock 

and hence there is a degree of ambiguity about this. 

Elsewhere there are possible narrow ditch fills at [6] and [16], although these are uncertain 

and [6] in particular could relate to adjacent cultivation [7]. 

At [12] there may be a small diameter ring ditch, no more than 4 – 5 m across, however, this 

is as likely to be an artefact of juxtaposition of other anomalies including cultivation [12]. 

Further, less distinct, linear enhanced intensity anomalies at [8] may be natural in origin but 

there remains a small possibility that they could be ditch or gully fills. 

Table 8  Geophysical Survey Catalogue 

Catalogue 
ID 

Data 
Class 

Anomaly 
Class 

Form Class 
Feature 
Class 

Feature 
Sub-Class 

Comments 

1 TMI Texture Area Agricultural Cultivation 

Probably modern and 
demonstrating the 
presence of a magnetically 
susceptible topsoil 

2 TMI Texture 
Linear - 
discontinuous 

Natural  

There is here a transition 
between two soil textures, 
the relatively smooth one to 
the NE and the more 
variable one, perhaps due 
to thinner or different soil, 
to the SW. There is a 
similar transition at [13] 
between the same two 
textures [14] and [15] 

3 TMI Reduced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Structure? Bank? 

Possible foot of a former 
field boundary bank, not 
known from old OS map 
editions and irregular which 
could suggest enclosure 
within primary clearance 
and therefore a medieval or 
earlier date. There may be 
an entrance through it at 
[4]. In the southern field a 
more tentative continuation 
of this feature is highlighted 
as [9]. The bank, if that is 
what it is, would be a few 
metres wide but a natural 
origin is also possible 

4 TMI Reduced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Structure  See [3] 
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5 TMI Texture Area Agricultural Cultivation 
Cultivation, maybe modern, 
although differently aligned 
to [1] within the same field 

6 TMI Enhanced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Fill  

This may be a narrow (< 1 
m) wide ditch fill or 
alternatively a more 
magnetic furrow from the 
set [7] 

7 TMI Texture Area Agricultural Cultivation 

Cultivation, probably not 
modern and similar in 
character to ridge and 
furrow but slightly more 
closely spaced furrows, so 
4-5 m rather than 6-7 m 

8 TMI Enhanced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Fill  

Possible narrow (< 1 m) 
ditch fill but equally 
possible a crack type 
structure within the top of 
the limestone 

9 TMI Reduced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Structure  See [3] 

10 TMI 
Strong 
variable 

Area Debris  

A scatter of debris, maybe 
infilling a hollow or former 
pond, although none is 
known at this location 

11 TMI Texture Area Agricultural Cultivation 
Probably former cultivation, 
similar to [7], like ridge and 
furrow 

12 TMI Enhanced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Fill? ? 

Uncertain, has the 
appearance of a small ring 
ditch but this may be 
misleading due to the 
interaction of possible 
cultivation anomalies [11] 
and natural sources 

13 TMI Texture 
Linear - 
discontinuous 

Natural  

See [2] for a similar likely 
natural transition between 
magnetic textures, probably 
between different depths of 
soil 

14 TMI Reduced 
Linear - 
continuous 
(group) 

Agricultural Drain 

An area of land drains that 
appear to meet a spine 
parallel to textural transition 
[13]. This might imply that 
[13] was once also a field 
boundary 

15 TMI Texture Area Natural  

The highly variable 
magnetic field in this area 
might imply a thinner soil 
compared to [14] to the 
east 

16 TMI Enhanced 
Linear - 
continuous 

Fill? ? 
Possible ditch fill, but 
uncertain 
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2.4.6  Conclusions 
The PEA has been identified as within an area of low archaeological potential and hence little 

was expected, an expectation that appears to be borne out by the magnetic data. There is 

though evidence for possible former enclosure, e.g. a large example defined by stony banks 

and maybe also some other enclosure ditches. The latter may be associated with areas of ridge 

and furrow-like former cultivation present in at least two locations across the PEA. A ring 

ditch is also tentatively suggested. 

 

2.5 SITE WALKOVER 
A site walkover of the PEA was undertaken by Andrew Josephs in August 2019 to assess 

whether any part of the PEA had already been damaged or disturbed by activities in the 

modern period and whether any aspects of specific archaeological interest could be identified. 

A photographic record of the current state and use of the land was taken. 

The PEA has far-reaching southern views, framed by woodland to the west and east. It is 

under improved and semi-improved pasture, defined by a stone wall with hedge to the west 

and hedging to the east. Internal boundaries are post and wire. Fields are gently undulating 

with occasional patches of modern debris marked by nettle-covered piles. 

Isolated and grouped trees are present in the centre of the PEA. 

No archaeological features were identified. 

Figures 8A-D illustrate the current nature of the PEA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8A View from centre of PEA looking south west towards Crest Mawr wood 
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Figure 8D Central part of PEA showing modern debris marked by nettle-covered piles 

 

 

Figure 8C View from central part of PEA looking south west 

 

 

Figure 8B View from southern part of PEA looking south towards Denbigh (not visible) 
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3. Direct Impacts and Mitigation 

3.1 DIRECT IMPACTS  

The nature of mineral extraction results in the total loss of the archaeological resource 

wherever extraction takes place, and the potential loss or damage in other areas associated 

with infrastructure and landscaping.  

The PEA lies within an area modest in pre-modern archaeology, although this could be a 

reflection of a lack of development within the rural landscape and therefore a lack of 

archaeological investigation.  The geophysical survey equally points to a modest potential for 

archaeology within the PEA.  Ploughing will also have truncated the archaeology.  

3.2 MITIGATION OF DIRECT IMPACTS 
In accordance with planning policy, loss of archaeology needs to be offset by a programme of 

mitigation. Although the geophysical survey located only a handful of possible anomalies that 

could be representative of archaeology, a precautionary approach should be adopted. 

Planning Policy Wales proposes that an appropriate approach to mitigation is to ensure 

preservation by record through archaeological excavation, recording, analysis and publication 

appropriate to significance of the archaeological resource. 

This approach has been agreed with the Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys 

Archaeological Trust (CPAT), as advisor to Denbigh County Council. 

These works would be undertaken by suitably qualified archaeologists. As work progresses, 

areas may be completed and signed off with the agreement of the Development Control 

Archaeologist, CPAT or his nominee to allow extraction to commence. 

Details of methodologies, in the form of a Written Scheme of Investigation, would be agreed 

with Denbigh County Council. The work would be secured via a planning condition.  
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4. Assessment of Indirect Effects upon 
 Setting  

4.1 SCOPE 

Indirect effects are those that do not physically affect a cultural heritage asset or landscape, 

but that alter the context or setting.  Such effects, and resultant impacts, can be difficult to 

define and should take into account a number of factors including:  

➢ The type and significance of asset or landscape 

➢ The nature and scale of the development 

➢ Working methodology 

➢ Temporality 

➢ Topography 

➢ Visibility, screening and physical separation  

➢ Proximity 

➢ The critical views of, and from the asset or landscape 

➢ Accessibility, interpretation and public appreciation 

A site visit was carried out in August 2019 to assess the potential effects of the proposed 

development upon the setting of designated assets, and examine the influences of topography, 

intervening vegetation and existing development.  

 

The PEA is situated in a rural landscape, with locally strong influences of ongoing quarrying 

albeit well-concealed within woodland. 

 

The site visit considered the following potential effects and impacts upon designated assets: 

 

• Visual impact of the PEA 

• Potential for a cumulative or combined adverse effect upon a group of heritage assets 

in same visual envelope 

• Effects upon setting including historical context 

 

4.2   THE VALE OF CLWYD REGISTERED HISTORIC LANDSCAPE 
Detailed assessment of the potential impacts and effects of working the PEA has been 

undertaken using the methodology set out in Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of 

Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development Process 

(ASIDOHL2). 

 

This is included at Appendix E. 

 

The PEA is on the western boundary of The Vale of Clwyd Registered Historic Landscape. 

Five of its historic landscape characterisation areas (HLCA) are within 3km of the proposed 

development site (Dinbych, Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant). 
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However, although the current quarry and PEA is inside the registered historic landscape, this 

area was not characterised as part of the registered historic landscape assessment7. The 

ASIDOHL 2 manual requires that the area is characterised and this was carried out by AJA in 

November 2019 and is presented below. The HLCA was named Graig, which was the historic 

name of the quarry and surrounding area. It has been approved by CPAT and Cadw. 

 

    Graig, Denbigh, Denbighshire (HLCA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sloping land forming the western side of the Vale of Clwyd with far reaching views to 

the south, containing a substantial working and historic stone quarry, and large 

housing development adjoined by improved pasture and some arable land. 

Historic background 

The landscape area falls lies on the boundaries of the medieval ecclesiastical parishes of 

Denbigh and Henllan, in the commote of Is Aled, in the ancient cantref of Rhufoniog. 

The majority of entries in the Historic Environment Record are of 19th century and later 

date with only stray finds representative of the pre-medieval era. The north of the 

HLCA is dominated by quarrying, and Graig Quarry is known to have been operational 

from at least the thirteenth century when it was the source of stone for Leicester’s 

church and the tower of St Hilary’s, as well as Bodfari church. It is probable that the 

quarry also provided the stone for the castle. 

  

 

 

 
7 Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (no date) Historic Landscape Characterisation: The 

Vale of Clwyd 
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 Key historic landscape characteristics 

• Sloping land forming the western side of the Vale of Clwyd (130-80m AOD, 

west to east). Far reaching views mainly over Denbigh town and to Ffrith Fawr 

beyond, framed by woodland that restricts views east and west. Defined by the 

B5382 to the south west and Ffordd y Graig to the east. 

• Substantial working and historic stone quarry formerly known as Graig Quarry 

covering an area of approximately 160 ha set within mixed woodland (now 

known as Denbigh Quarry) 

• Gently sloping improved pasture, with some arable land on the western 

boundary with occasional field trees, stone-walled and hedged boundaries.  

• Large housing development of 1970s and modern date on lower slopes near 

Denbigh town in area known as Copenhagen, with occasional isolated cottages 

of 19th century and earlier date along the B5382 and now absorbed by later 

housing. 

• Single farmstead – Coppy Farm – with good range of stone outbuildings 

forming an enclosed courtyard (the farmhouse being more recent) under slate 

roof and situated on the northern side of the B5382. Set amongst improved 

pasture and some arable fields and former small stone quarry (probably the 

source of the stone for the farm) to the north-west.  

 

 

 

The ASIDOHL2 assessment included consideration of the effects upon Dinbych (Denbigh) 

historic character area, including to and from Denbigh Castle. Site-specific assessment of 

individual assets within Denbigh are discussed in Section 4. 3. 

 

The ASIDOHL2 assessment concludes that the proposed development will have a direct 

impact and slight indirect physical impact on one of the Vale of Clywd registered historic 

landscape’s thirty-eight HLCA. This is Graig, characterised as part of this EIA, which 

includes the current Denbigh quarry, agricultural land, woodland and modern housing. This 

impact includes the loss of small part of the character area (about 3.4%) and changes in land-

use (from pasture and woodland to quarry and woodland). 

 

The proposed development will not have a direct or indirect physical impact on the other five 

historic landscape character areas located within a 3km radius: Dinbych, Lleweni, Meusydd-

brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant. 

The proposed development will slightly change views to and from the Dinbych historic 

character area, including to and from Denbigh Castle. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the 

related reduction in value as ‘low’ and the significance of the overall impact of the proposed 

development on the Dinbych HLCA as ‘moderate’. This ‘moderate’ grading is strongly 

influenced by the very high value of the historic character area, rather than the scale of direct 

and indirect impacts of the proposed development. 
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The proposed development has the potential to change distant views from a number of 

locations within the Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant historic character 

areas. As a result, it will have a slight indirect visual impact on high value historic character 

areas. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the significance of the overall impact of the 

proposed development on these four historic character areas as ‘moderate’. Again these 

‘moderate’ gradings are strongly influenced by the very high value of the historic character 

areas, rather than the scale of direct and indirect impacts of the proposed development. 

 

4.3 ASSESSMENT OF INDIRECT EFFECTS UPON DESIGNATED 

 ASSETS IN DENBIGH TOWN 
 

4.3.1 Scope 

Conservation Principles for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment 

in Wales (Cadw 2011) states that: 

 “The historic environment is a vital part of the cultural identity of Wales. It is 

made up of many individual historic features which are known as historic assets. 

Historic assets include individual historic buildings and archaeological remains, 

historic parks and gardens, conservation areas and townscapes, historic landscapes 

and World Heritage Sites. All these historic assets contribute to the distinctive 

character of all our places and to the quality of Welsh life. It is also a finite, non-

renewable resource that we should sustain for the benefit of our own and future 

generations. 

Conservation means managing change carefully so that we protect what is important 

and special about our historic assets. When we make decisions about change, we need 

to understand what is significant about them, and what the likely impact of any 

change will be.” 

In order to assess the predicted effects upon the setting of designated heritage assets including 

their visual, contextual, aesthetic, historical and communal setting, a site visit was undertaken 

in August 2019 by Andrew Josephs.  

The methodology used for the assessment follows the 4-stage approach set out in PPW TAN 

24 (2017) Setting of Historic Assets in Wales:  

• Stage 1: Identify the historic assets that might be affected by a proposed change or 

development and their significance.  

• Stage 2: Define and analyse the settings to understand how they contribute to the 

ways in which the historic assets are understood, appreciated and experienced.  

• Stage 3: Evaluate the potential impact of a proposed change or development on those 

settings.  

• Stage 4: Consider options to mitigate the potential impact of a proposed change or 

development on those settings.  
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The assessment should then be documented.  

 

4.3.2 Stage 1: Identify which historic assets might be affected 

Although a number of designated assets lie within 3km of the Site, as set out in Section 2, 

based upon the ZTV and field assessment the following have been identified as potentially 

sensitive to change: 

 

• Denbigh Castle and Medieval Town (DE156) 

• Denbigh Medieval Town NE Corner (DE225) 

• Leicester’s Church (DE044) 

• St Hilary’s Chapel Tower (DE005) 

• Denbigh Town Wall (DE002) 

 

 

This is an unusual assessment, in that all the assets identified are situated in a group (all 

within 150m of each other) and are from the same historical period, i.e the medieval period. 

They also form the key elements on the Denbigh Town Walk, either as a signposted route or 

on a guided tour8.  

It was apparent from the site visit that the most sensitive asset to change is Denbigh Castle 

and Medieval Town for the following reasons: 

• Topographically, the Castle is situated at the highest point of the town and higher 

than any other assets; 

• There are uninterrupted views north towards the PEA from the Castle walls (the other 

assets have views blocked or filtered by intervening development); 

• The Castle is an important visitor attraction and beneficial to the economy of the 

town; 

• Any change to the appreciation of the significance of the Castle could affect both the 

historical importance and a visitor’s experience. 

This detailed assessment, which considers the assets as a group, has therefore been carried out 

from the Castle as the most sensitive location and, in essence, the worst-case scenario.  

4.3.3 Stage 2: Define and Analyse the Settings 
 

Brief History of Medieval Denbigh9 

 

 
8 http://www.visitdenbigh.co.uk/discover-denbigh/tours 

9 Sources: CADW; Wikipedia; Butler, LAS. (1976). Denbigh Castle, town walls and Friary, 

Clwyd; Goodall, J (2010). "The Baronial Castles of the Welsh Conquest" in Williams, D and 

Kenyon, J (eds.) The Impact of Edwardian Castles in Wales; 

http://www.grosvenorconstruction.co.uk/2012/04/26/denbigh-castle-visitor-centre 

http://www.visitdenbigh.co.uk/discover-denbigh/tours
https://books.google.com/books?id=z6FnAAAAMAAJ
https://books.google.com/books?id=z6FnAAAAMAAJ
http://www.grosvenorconstruction.co.uk/2012/04/26/denbigh-castle-visitor-centre
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Denbigh is first mentioned in records following the Norman Conquest when Denbigh guarded 

the approach to the Hiraethog Hills and Snowdonia. 

In 1282, when Edward I eventually overcame the Welsh resistance, the town and surrounding 

area was granted to Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, who was invested as the first Lord of 

Denbigh. The first borough Charter was granted to Denbigh in 1290. It was around this time 

that Henry de Lacy authorised the building of the castle and the mediaeval town grew up 

around the castle, contained within town walls.  

The Castle is located on a naturally defensible, rocky outcrop above the Clywd valley, with 

the walled town just beneath it to the north. The historian John Goodall describes the 

fortification as "one of the outstanding architectural creations of the Welsh conquest". 

It is dominated by a triangle of three octagonal towers that forms its main entrance. Eight 

mural towers protect the rest of its curtain wall, further protected by barbicans and a mantlet 

of defensive terraces and walls. The castle connects to the town walls, which remain largely 

intact and stretch for around 1.1km around the old town. The town walls were once protected 

by four towers and two gatehouses, of which the Burgess Gate still survives. The Castle and 

town's gatehouses were constructed of decorative stonework, intended to symbolise royal 

authority and civic pride. 

St Hilary's Chapel (also St Hilary's Church) lies to the north of the Castle and was built as the 

town's garrison church c. 1290 by de Lacy. The earliest mention of it is in 1334 and in the 

1530s the antiquary John Leland described it as a "goodlye and large chappelle in the old 

towne... whither most of the new towne do yett cumme". On 28 September 1645, during the 

English Civil War, a service at the church was attended by Charles I and the Archbishop of 

York. 

The church was abandoned in 1874 and in 1923 largely demolished, leaving just the tower of 

roughly 14 metres which is now a Grade I listed building. 

Denbigh never really knew peace over the next few centuries, being fiercely contested 

between the Welsh and English. During the Wars of the Roses, the town was burned and was 

subsequently moved to around the present market place, outside the town walls, and later 

extended in a grid pattern around Vale Street. 

In 1563 Queen Elizabeth appointed Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, lordship of Denbigh and 

control of the castle becoming in the process governor-general of North Wales. Dudley 

constructed Leicester’s Church, a church of ‘cathedral-like magnificence’ (Cadw). This was 

now amongst the largest and richest towns in Elizabethan Wales, a powerhouse of 

Renaissance culture and enterprise, and a vibrant, prosperous market town. 

The next major event was 1643 when Denbigh became a refuge for a Royalist garrison during 

the Civil War. This ceased with the surrender in 1646 after which the castle and town walls 

were allowed to fall into ruin. 

Denbigh Castle remained ruined and a source of stone for local houses. In the middle of the 

19th century, the town created a "Castle Committee" to maintain the ruins; the Crown leased 
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the committee control of the castle and in 1879 lent them £300 to fund repairs to the ruins. In 

1914, the Office of Works took over responsibility for the site and during the late 1950s, its 

successor organisation, the Ministry of Works, first bought and then demolished various later 

buildings around its walls. 

The Castle and the town walls are maintained by Cadw. The castle received 10,154 visitors in 

2015 and parts of the extant walls are also open to visitors. A new visitors' centre has been 

constructed within the Castle replacing outdated facilities. 

Setting  

The settings of the medieval assets are tightly defined by their immediate surroundings, both 

historic and relatively modern. Other than the Castle, that sits high above the other assets, the 

medieval assets are to be found amongst and absorbed by later development. Views out and 

towards the PEA are largely blocked or filtered by development or trees.  

The Castle is imposingly situated and dominates the town and approaches to it. It has clear 

views over the surrounding countryside (Figure 9), including towards the PEA and existing 

quarry, although the quarry itself and the PEA are well screened by tree and topography 

(Figure 10). This is considered further below. Its setting is largely unencumbered by later 

development and there is a significant greenspace between the Castle and late 19th century 

development below it. There are some recent intrusions into its broader setting, including a 

new supermarket 225m to the north west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 View south west from Denbigh Castle 
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Effects upon appreciation of significance 

Given that the Castle and its nearby medieval remains are popular visitor attractions, visual 

appreciation is a key element in assessing significance. This is presented in the order that a 

visitor would approach and tour the Castle, then leave from the gatehouse and visit the town 

walls. 

Visitors mainly arrive at the Castle by foot from the town below or from the carpark to the 

east. Figure 11 shows the view towards the PEA halfway between the carpark and the Castle 

entrance. 

 

 

Figure 10   View north towards existing quarry (blue) and PEA (red) 

Figure 11   View north towards existing quarry (blue) and PEA (red) from approach 

        to Castle from public carpark 
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Within the Castle, the view at ground level is shown on Figure 12. 

 

 

 

The key views for most visitors are from the Castle walls. The view looking towards the PEA 

is shown on Figure 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12   View north towards PEA (not visible) from within Castle 

Figure 13   View north towards existing quarry (blue) and PEA (red) from the  

       Castle walls. The quarry faces (yellow) pre-date the OS and are most      

       likely the location of the medieval quarry 
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 The view from the entrance (on exiting) to the PEA is shown on Figure 14.  

 

 

 

Descending from the Castle, the visitor would next pass St Hilary’s Chapel (Figure *), from 

where very limited views of the PEA may be possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14   View north towards existing quarry (blue) and PEA (red) from the  

       Castle on exiting.  

Figure 15   View north towards existing quarry (blue) and PEA (red) from the  

       next to St Hilary’s Chapel. ©Google earth base photo 
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Lower still in the town is Leicester’s Church (Figure 16). No views of the PEA are possible 

due to intervening woodland adjacent to the proposed development (Figure 17). 

Figure 16   Leicester’s Church 

Figure 17  View from Leicester’s Church towards PEA (arrowed) 
 ©Google earth base photo 
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Moving west along the line of the town walls, the visitor arrives at Burgess Gate, the 

remaining preserved medieval gatehouse.  There are views northwards to the cliff faces of the 

old Graig Quarry, but the PEA is blocked by mature woodland between the current quarry and 

the PEA (Figure 18). 

 

 

4.3.4 Stage 3: Evaluate the potential impact of a proposed change or development on 

those settings  

The potential impact is demonstrated graphically by photomontages prepared by Pleydell 

Smithyman (Figures 19A-D). The conclusion is that there is a slight adverse visual effect in 

Year 1, though one that is barely perceptible to a visitor to the Castle, and no effect upon the 

setting overall. At some point before Year 15, the woodland is established to a point where 

there is no effect upon visual appreciation or setting.   

Figure 18  View from Burgess Gate towards PEA (arrowed) 
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Figure 19A  Current view from the Castle towards PEA (arrowed) 
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Figure 19B  Year 1 view from the Castle towards PEA (arrowed) 
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Figure 19C  Year 5 view from the Castle towards PEA (arrowed) 
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Figure 19D  Year 15 view from the Castle towards PEA (arrowed) 
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4.3.5 Stage 4: Consider options to mitigate the potential impact of a proposed   

 change or development on the settings 

Mitigation has already been incorporated into the proposed scheme and assessed in Section 

4.3.4, above. No additional mitigation is considered necessary.  

4.3.6 Document the assessment 

The assessment is documented in Table 9 (Section 5).  Reference should be made to the 

assessment methodology and criteria in Section 1.5. 

4.4 CUMULATIVE and COMBINED IMPACTS 
Although the existing quarry is a substantial industrial feature, it is completely hidden within 

the landscape due to long-established planting and screening. The PEA would have similar 

screening, that is predicted to be sufficiently matured within 15 years to completely screen the 

extension from external views and have no cumulative or combined effect.  

 

There are no other planned developments within the vicinity of the PEA, nor in the eyeline 

between Denbigh’s historic core and the PEA. The major developments that are either under 

construction, planned or envisaged include: 

 

• A housing development of 75 dwellings under construction at Cae Topyn (to the 

south of Whitchurch Road);  

 

• A planning application for circa 60 dwellings on allocated land nearby at 

Brookhouse; and 

 

• A potential development of up to 300 dwellings at the former North Wales Hospital 

site. 

 

These sites all lie more than 1.5km south/south-west of the PEA and are not considered 

further. 
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5. Assessment of Effects  

In accordance with the EIA Regulations the significance of an effect should be identified 

taking into account implementation of the proposed mitigation (i.e. the residual effects).  This 

is achieved using policy, guidance and methodology set out in Sections 1.4 and 1.5, above.  

The results of the evaluation of significance are drawn together in Table 9, below, together 

with the rationale behind the evaluation. 
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Table 9  Effects and Evaluation of Significance  

 Type of 

Effect 

Probability 

of Effect 

Occurring 

Sensitivity Magnitude of 

Effect 

 

 

Significance 

 

 

 

Rationale 

Adverse direct effects upon statutorily 
designated assets of the historic environment 
excluding the historic landscape of the Vale of 
Clwyd 

None Certain High None Neutral  

Adverse direct effects upon the historic 
landscape of the Vale of Clwyd 

Negative Certain High Medium Moderately significant The proposed development will have a direct impact on one of the 
Vale of Clywd registered historic landscape’s thirty-eight historic 
landscape character areas (HLCA). This is Graig HLCA, which as 
characterised for this EIA, and includes the current Denbigh 
quarry, agricultural land, woodland and modern housing. This 
impact includes the loss of a small part of the character area 
(about 3.4%) and changes in land-use (from pasture and 
woodland to quarry and woodland). 

Direct effects upon buried archaeology within 
PEA 

Negative Certain Low Medium Not significant The PEA lies within an area modest in archaeology and the 
geophysical survey points to a continuation of this.  Ploughing 
will have truncated the archaeology. Mitigation would include 
archaeological supervision of soil stripping, ensuring that 
archaeological features would be excavated and recorded, and the 
results analysed and published. 

Indirect effects upon setting of designated 

heritage assets in Denbigh medieval core 

incorporating mitigation 

 

During construction of screening mound 

 

Following maturity of woodland before Year 15 

 

 

 

Negative 

 

None 

 

 

 

Certain 

 

Certain 

 

 

 

High 

 

High 

 

 

 

Small 

 

None 

 

 

 

Not significant 

 

Neutral 

 

 

 

Prior to commencement of the development, a screening mound 
will be placed along the southern boundary of the PEA and 
planted with woodland. A combination of distance and existing 
woodland will combine to reduce adverse effects. After 15 years 
this will prevent any views of the PEA from any designated assets 
and will be a continuation of existing woodland, thus blending in 
with the local environment. will be obliquely visible from the 
structure, at a distance of 350m.  
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Indirect effects upon setting of the historic 

landscape of the Vale of Clwyd 

Negative Certain High Medium Moderately significant The proposed development will slightly change views to and from 
the Dinbych HLCA. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the 
related reduction in value as ‘low’ and the significance of the 
overall impact of the proposed development on the Dinbych 
historic character area as ‘moderate’. This ‘moderate’ grading is 
strongly influenced by the very high value of the HLCA rather 
than the scale of direct and indirect impacts of the proposed 
development. The proposed development has the potential to 
change distant views from a number of locations within the 
Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant HCLA. As a 
result, it will have a slight indirect visual impact on high value 
HCLA. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the significance of 
the overall impact of the proposed development on these four 
HLCA as ‘moderate’. Again these ‘moderate’ gradings are 
strongly influenced by the very high value of the HLCA, rather 
than the scale of direct and indirect impacts of the proposed 
development.  



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 58 

 

 

6. Summary and Conclusions 

6.1 SCOPE OF WORK AND RESULTS 
This report presents the findings of a cultural heritage assessment for a proposed extension to 

Denbigh Quarry. The PEA comprises approximately 5ha of agricultural land (currently under 

pasture with occasional trees) to the west of the permitted quarry. 

Cultural heritage is represented by a wide range of assets that result from past human use of 

the landscape.  These include historic structures, many still in use, above ground and buried 

archaeological monuments and remains of all periods, artefacts of anthropological origin and 

evidence that can help reconstruct past human environments.  In its broadest form cultural 

heritage is represented by the landscape and townscape itself.  

This assessment considers both direct and indirect effects upon cultural heritage. Direct 

effects are those that physically affect a cultural heritage asset. Indirect effects can occur as a 

result of significant changes to the setting of a cultural heritage landscape or asset, whether 

permanent or temporary. This is particularly relevant to designated assets such as Scheduled 

Monuments, Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens and 

Registered Historic Landscapes. 

Desk-based research, a site walkover and visits to designated heritage assets were carried out.  

A geophysical survey was undertaken of the whole PEA.  

 

6.2 DIRECT EFFECTS UPON ARCHAEOLOGY AND MITIGATION 

The PEA lies within an area modest in pre-modern archaeology, although this could be a 

reflection of a lack of development within the rural landscape and therefore a lack of 

archaeological investigation.  Historic ploughing will have truncated the archaeology.  

On the whole, the geophysical survey bore out the low expectations. There is however 

evidence for possible former enclosures, associated with areas of ridge and furrow-like former 

cultivation. A ring ditch is also tentatively suggested. 

In accordance with planning policy, loss of archaeology needs to be offset by a programme of 

mitigation. Although the geophysical survey located only a handful of possible anomalies that 

could be representative of archaeology, a precautionary approach should be adopted. 

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) proposes that an appropriate approach to mitigation is to 

ensure preservation by record through archaeological excavation, recording, analysis and 

publication appropriate to significance of the archaeological resource. 

This approach has been agreed with the Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys 

Archaeological Trust (CPAT), as advisor to Denbigh County Council. 

These works would be undertaken by suitably qualified archaeologists.  
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Details of methodologies, in the form of a Written Scheme of Investigation, would be agreed 

with Denbigh County Council. The work would be secured via a planning condition.  

The direct effects upon archaeology are assessed as of low sensitivity and medium magnitude. 

Taking into account the proposed mitigation the effects are not significant. 

6.3 INDIRECT EFFECTS 
The PEA is situated in a rural landscape, with locally strong influences of ongoing quarrying. 

The quarry has had a long association with the town, providing the stone for its construction 

and with documented evidence of its origins from the thirteenth century. It was the source of 

stone for Leicester’s church and the tower of St Hilary’s. 

Detailed assessment of the potential indirect effects of the proposed development upon the 

setting of designated heritage assets, including those within Denbigh historic core and The 

Vale of Clwyd registered historic landscape, has been undertaken using the methodology set 

out in Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process (ASIDOHL2) and the 4-stage approach set 

out in PPW TAN 24 (2017) Setting of Historic Assets in Wales. 

 

The ASIDOHL2 assessment concluded that the proposed development would have a direct 

impact and slight indirect physical impact on one of the Vale of Clywd registered historic 

landscape’s thirty-eight historic landscape character areas (HLCA). This is Graig, 

characterised as part of this EIA, which includes the current Denbigh quarry, agricultural 

land, woodland and modern housing. This impact includes the loss of small part of the 

character area (about 3.4%) and changes in land-use (from pasture and woodland to quarry 

and woodland). 

 

The proposed development will not have a direct or indirect physical impact on five other 

HLCA located within a 3km radius. 

The proposed development will slightly change views to and from the Dinbych historic 

character area, including to and from Denbigh Castle. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the 

related reduction in value as ‘low’ and the significance of the overall impact of the proposed 

development on the Dinbych historic character area as ‘moderate’. This ‘moderate’ grading is 

strongly influenced by the very high value of the historic character area, rather than the scale 

of indirect impacts of the proposed development. The effects upon distant views from a 

number of locations within the Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant HLCA are 

of similar magnitude and again strongly influenced by the very high value of the historic 

character area, rather than the scale of indirect impacts of the proposed development. 

The vast majority of designated heritage assets within a 3km radius of the PEA were scoped 

out of assessment due to there being no visibility based upon the ZTV due to topography or, 

after verification by field survey, intervening development in particular within Denbigh town.  

The assets sensitive to change are situated in a group (all within 150m of each other) and are 

from the same historical period, i.e. the medieval period.  

It was apparent from the site visit that the most sensitive asset to change is Denbigh Castle 

and Medieval Town for the following reasons: 
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• Topographically, the Castle is situated at the highest point of the town and higher 

than any other assets; 

• There are uninterrupted views north towards the PEA from the Castle walls (the other 

assets have views blocked or filtered by intervening development or woodland); 

• The Castle is an important visitor attraction and beneficial to the economy of the 

town; 

• Any change to the appreciation of the significance of the Castle could affect both the 

historical importance and a visitor’s experience. 

The detailed assessment, which considered the assets as a group, was therefore carried out 

from the Castle as the most sensitive location and, in essence, the worst-case scenario.  

The assessment considered the effects upon the visual and historical setting, and the effects 

upon appreciation of significance. This concluded that the settings of the medieval assets are 

tightly defined by their immediate surroundings, both historic and relatively modern. Other 

than the Castle, that sits high above the other assets, the medieval assets are to be found 

amongst and absorbed by later development. Views out and towards the PEA are largely 

blocked or filtered by development or trees. 

 

Photomontages were prepared that show the proposed development at Year 1 and Year 15. 

The assessment concluded that there would be slight adverse visual effect in Year 1, though 

one that is barely perceptible to a visitor to the Castle, and no effect upon the setting overall. 

At some point before Year 15, the woodland is established to a point where there is no effect 

upon visual appreciation or setting.  Under the EIA Regulations this is assessed as ‘neutral’ – 

i.e. no change to the existing situation. 

 

6.4 CUMULATIVE AND COMBINED EFFECTS 
Although the existing quarry is a substantial industrial feature, it is completely hidden within 

the landscape due to long-established planting and screening. The PEA would have similar 

screening, that would completely screen the extension from external views, such that it would 

not be perceptible as an extension to an existing quarry at some point before Year 15.  

 

Permitted and proposed major developments lie more than 1.5km south of the quarry and 

there would be no cumulative effect nor combined effects in relation to these.  

 

6.5 CONCLUSION 
Having regard to the baseline conditions, the nature of the proposed development and the 

proposed measures that would be effective in mitigating the impacts of the scheme, there 

would be no significant residual effects (direct, indirect, cumulative or combined) upon 

known cultural heritage assets. The proposed development therefore fully accords with both 

local and national cultural heritage policy. 
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Appendix A 

History of Denbigh, its archaeology and buildings 
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Source: CPAT HER 

 

1 Location 

 

1.1 The castle and walled town at Denbigh are constructed on a "dramatically steep outcrop" of 

Carboniferous limestone known as Caledfryn Hill standing out against the flat valley bottom of the 

Vale of Clwyd. A small tributary isolates the hill, but higher ground to the west acts as a backdrop. 

The later town has spread down into the tributary valley but a small bench breaks the slope from hill-

top to valley floor.  

 

1.2 In a low-lying part of the town, west of the centre, was the Lenten Pool (PRN 101742), now 

infilled. 

 

2 History 

 

2.1 Denbigh not surprisingly in view of its status and history has been the subject of several major 

studies including those by Williams in 1856 and 1860 and more recent articles on a range of topics by 

Evans (1955), Butler (1974) and others. Not all of these have been consulted during the present 

survey, but for the sake of completeness they are included in the references at the end of this section 

and are distinguished from consulted works by the inclusion of an asterisk.  

 

2.2 The hill-top castle and walled town at Denbigh were constructed by Henry de Lacy in the second 

half of the 13th century, after the creation of the lordship of Denbigh by Edward I in 1282. However, 

it has been argued that the hilltop had previously been a stronghold of Dafydd ap Gruffydd, a llys 

which was the centre of the cantref of Rhufoniog; and there are references during the 13th century to 

the 'maerdref' of Dinbych. Owen has noted that 'the prominence of Dinbych in the pre-conquest 

period explains the selection of this township as the administrative centre of the new lordship 

established in 1282'. The name itself is considered to derive from 'dinas fechan' or 'small fortress'. 

 

2.3 It was recaptured - briefly - by the Welsh in 1294, but by the time of de Lacy's death in 1311 the 

fortifications at Denbigh, which with Ruthin controlled the Vale of Clwyd, are assumed to have been 

largely complete. 

 

2.4 The creation of a borough followed quickly, leading to an influx of English families. Forty-seven 

burgages held by thirty-nine burgesses were listed in 1285 when the first charter was granted, but 

subsequent to the Welsh attack on the town in 1294, a second charter of 1295x1305 recorded only 45 

burgages, together with the first mention of the town walls.  

 

2.5 A manor was established in due course near to the castle. It included two granges, a byre a 

dovecote and two fishponds, extending over 75 acres. 

 

2.6 As early as the beginning of the 14th century, the town had expanded beyond the confines of the 

walls and down the northern slopes of the hill. As Soulsby has pointed out the site of the walled town 

was ideal for defence but not for commercial operations. In 1305 there were 183 burgages outside the 

defences, 52 within, and by 1337 the town spread over 57 acres. By 1311 an annual fair was being 

held and in 1334, the 'Survey of Denbigh' refers to 'a borough within the walls' and 'a market town 

without'. It also mentions the hamlet of 'Neuburgh', part of Lleweni where originally the townspeople 

had held agricultural land. Neuburgh cannot now be traced and Beresford has stated that 'it is not 
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certain whether the survey has recorded an abortive attempt to lay out a small borough beyond the 

suburbs of Denbigh, or whether it is the remains of a Welsh commercial settlement, older than 

Denbigh..'. 

 

2.7 In 1373 there were 438 burgages, and Denbigh at this time was clearly commercially successful. 

A detailed rental of 1476 also charts the growth of the town beyond the walls with more than four 

times as many burgages outside as inside, and this some eight years after the extra-mural areas had 

been ravaged by fire, during the Wars of the Roses when the Earl of Pembroke besieged the castle. 

 

2.8 For the late 15th and 16th centuries there are details of craftmen practicing within the town: a 

draper, glovers, shoe-markers, mercers and weavers. And from the 15th century come references to 

High Street, Beacon's Hill, Pepper Lane and Sowter Lane.  

 

2.9 By the early 16th century a survey records suburbs for three quarters of a mile to the north of the 

castle, a pattern of development also represented on Speed's map published in 1611. His map reflects 

the general abandonment of the walled town with relatively little housing within its confines, though 

there was St Hilary's chapel and the incomplete church begun by the Earl of Leicester in the 1580s.  

 

2.10 The picture is confirmed by Leland's remarks some eighty years previously. "There hath beene 

diverse rows of streates withyn the wald towne,of the which the most part be now doone in maner, 

and at this tyme there be scant 80. howsolders". He continued: "But the towne of Denbigh now 

occupied and yoining neere to the old toun hath beene totally made of later tyme, and set much more 

to commodite of cariage and water by maany welles in it. And the encreace of this was the decay of 

the other". 

 

2.11 It is noticeable too that the market place and town hall lay outside the walled town. 

 

2.12 The decline within the walls continued in later centuries: a drawing of 1750 shows few houses, 

even though the population of the town at the time was nearly 2000. Instead the focus of the town was 

High Street with three roads - Love Lane, Henllan Street and Lower Street - leading off it. Lower 

Street (now Vale Street) had three minor streets running parallel to it. Notwithstanding this, Ogilby in 

the 'Britannia' stated the town to be "esteemed the best in North Wales". 

 

2.13 During the Civil War in the mid-17th century, Denbigh again became important militarily. There 

was a battle here in 1645 and the castle was besieged, surrendering to the Parliamentarians in the 

following year.  

 

2.14 Some expansion occurred between the early 17th and mid-19th century. Lhwyd noted a total of 

330 buildings in the town at the end of the 17th century. Redevelopment occurred later in the 19th 

century. The railway along the Vale of Clwyd was built in 1860, and communications were further 

improved by the major road from Ruthin to Rhyl. 

 

 

3 Buildings and Archaeology 

 

3.1 It has been suggested that an old wall (PRN 101570) behind the Crown Hotel is a remnant of a 

pre-Edwardian stone castle.  

 

3.2 The castle (PRN 101960; Grade I listing; Guardianship Monument [note: the area of guardianship 
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is not depicted on the accompanying plan]; SAM De 156) and the town walls (PRN 101961; SAM 

De02; Grade I listing) are contemporary constructions. The former has a fine gatehouse with three 

towers, leading into an irregular polygon defined by a curtain wall, the south and west sides of which 

form part of the town walls. Angle towers project from the curtain.  

 

3.3 The town walls are largely complete, enclosing an area of some 9.5 acres (partly scheduled SAM 

De 225; Grade II listing). Drum towers project at several points around the circuit, the course of 

which was dictated by the terrain. The main entrance to the town, the Burgess Gate, survives from the 

later 13th/14th century, but a second entrance, the Exchequer Gate, was demolished sometime after 

the 16th century. The latter was excavated in 1982/83. 

 

3.4 Siegeworks (PRN 102598; SAM De28) raised during the Civil War consist of crescent-shaped 

bank around the Goblin Tower. An adjacent mound (PRN 102591; SAM De28), still discernible early 

this century, may have been a barrow or more probably part of the Civil War earthworks. Another 

earthwork comprising a broad low linear bank running gently downhill (PRN 19784) lies between the 

castle and the hospital. Its function is uncertain. Mr K Brassil has suggested that it may also be a Civil 

War feature, though other interpretations are possible.  

 

3.5 St Hilary's Chapel (PRN 102017: SAM De05; Grade II listing) was mentioned in an extent of 

1334, and as a garrison chapel was presumably constructed early in the development of the town. Its 

tower and west wall remain but the nave and chancel were demolished in 1923. During the medieval 

period the nearest church was at Llanfarchell, a mile to the east. 

 

3.6 St Anne's or Flemings' Chapel (PRN 102749) was probably a guild chapel that had fallen into 

disuse by the early 16th century, when it was mentioned by Leland. An undercroft below nos 15 and 

17 Bridge Street is all that survives. Thomas notes that an associated almshouse stood nearby. 

 

3.7 The Earl of Leicester's church (PRN 102018; SAM De 44; Grade II listing) was begun by Robert 

Dudley in 1578 (on the basis of a foundation stone), but was abandoned soon after his death in 1588. 

Though later used as a stone quarry, substantial parts remain, and it is classed as a unique instance of 

major church building in the Elizabethan period (Hubbard). 

 

3.8 A Carmelite Friary (PRN 102020; SAM De 23; Grade II listing), founded in c.1289 by Sir John 

Sunimore, lay in the northern suburbs at the end of Vale Street. After the Dissolution in the 1530s, it 

was used for various purposes but part at least was destroyed by fire in 1898. The remains now consist 

of the choir, part of the nave, and the wall of a barn. Other buildings may lie beneath the field to the 

east. Abbey Cottage (Grade II listing) occupies the site of the south cloister range and incorporates 

two 13th-century doorways. A possible ossuary asociated with the friary was cut by a trench in 1985 

(PRN 101836), and an exploratory evaluation also took place more recently in advance of a school 

extension. 

 

3.9 Denbigh has been classed as "one of the most complete townscapes in North Wales.." 

(RCAHMW). The modern street pattern clearly reflects that of the early 17th century as depicted by 

Speed, though some of the names have changed. Vale Street was Lower Street, Bridge Street was 

Chapel Lane though the former name was probably taken from Pont Garreg, a small footbridge 

crossing part of the Lenten Pool.  

 

3.10 A number of medieavl and sub-medieval vernacular buildings survive in the town. Friesland Hall 

House, otherwise known as Bryn Awelon (PRN 102593), is a cruck house and has a 14th-century 
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doorway in its southern side. Plas Clough House (PRN 101473; Grade II listing), with its three gables 

on the front, was erected by Sir Richard Clough in 1567. Grove House may retain features of a house 

built by his brother, Hugh Clough in 1574. Galch Hill House (PRN 102592; Grade II* listing) was in 

existence in the later 16th century. Bryn-y-parc (Nos 3-5, Park Street; Grade II* listing) contains 

internal features of late 16th/17th-century date, perhaps reused. Nos 27-31 Vale Street is essentially a 

medieval hall house with later additions (PRN 19785). The Eagle Hotel (Grade II listing) is thought to 

be 16th or very early 17th century but has seen considerable rebuilding; the Golden Lion (Grade II 

listing) is 18th century but with a later 15th-century timber frame. No.2 Love Lane (Grade II listing) 

is dated to around 1500. Nos 32-34 High Street (part Grade II listing) is dated to around 1600.  

 

3.11 Other buildings have 17th-century features, but no thorough survey of the stock of early 

buildings in Denbigh is available, and the number of such survivals has probably been 

underestimated. There was a circular thatched cock-pit possibly of the 17th century which was 

removed to St Fagans Museum in 1964. 

 

3.12 The two-storied townhall (PRN 102597; Grade II listing) was built of stone in 1572 and restored 

in 1780. 

 

3.13 The market cross (PRN 102019) dated to 1760 replaced a medieval cross, and was later removed 

to the bowling green near the castle. Its successor of the mid-1840s has been transferred to Lenten 

Pool.  

 

3.14 A tile kiln (PRN 102021) of 14th/15th-century date was uncovered during construction of the 

welfare centre in 1938. 

 

3.15 Irregular and poorly defined platforms (PRN 101813), perhaps associated with a holloway, to the 

north-east of the historic core of the town, could just be the remains of earlier settlement. 

 

3.16 The site of a well, Fynnon Farcel (PRN 102022), was noted by Lhwyd in 1698. No trace 

remains. 

 

3.17 An unusual small memorial garden - the Pierce Memorial Garden - in the centre of the town is 

classed as Grade II in the non-statutory registers of landscapes, parks and gardens prepared by Cadw. 

 

3.18 Denbigh Green, an area of unenclosed common, lay to the north of the town. Its extent is 

depicted on an estate map of c1809.  

 

3.19 Strip fields lay on the edge of town, south of the modern quarry. Some at least have now been 

built over. 

 

4) History of development 

It is not surprising in view of its status and history that Denbigh was the subject of several 

major studies in the 19th century, complemented by a string of articles in more recent times on 

a range of topics. Not all of these were consulted when the original survey was compiled in 

1995, because of the amount of research that would have been required, and it has not been 

possible to rectify this omission during the present reassessment. 

 

The hill-top castle and its accompanying walled town were constructed by Henry de Lacy late 

in the 13th century, following the creation of the lordship of Denbigh by Edward I in 1282. 
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However, it has long been argued that the hilltop had previously been a stronghold of Dafydd 

ap Gruffydd, a llys which was the centre of the cantref of Rhufoniog; and there are references, 

too, during the 13th century to the maerdref of Dinbych. D. H. Owen in 1978 noted that 'the 

prominence of Dinbych in the pre-conquest [i.e. pre-Edwardian] period explains the selection 

of this township as the administrative centre of the new lordship established in 1282'. 

 

The name Denbigh is a compound of the Welsh elements din and bych meaning 'little fort’. 

 

As Dunbeig it was first recorded in 1211 and subsequently as Tynbey in 1230 and Dinbych in 

1269. The modern form of Denbigh is first encountered in a document of 1536-9. The 

predecessor of medieval Denbigh referred to in the place-name is generally taken to equate 

with the motte and bailey castle at LlÅ·s, Pont Ystrad, about 1.4km to the south of the town, 

also known as Llys Gwenllian after a daughter of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth, and also reputedly as 

Hen Ddinbych. 

 

The town was recaptured  albeit briefly - by the Welsh in 1294, but by the time of de Lacy's 

death in 1311 the fortifications at Denbigh including its town walls, are assumed to have been 

largely complete; with Ruthin, it controlled the Vale of Clwyd. 

 

The creation of a borough followed quickly after the construction of the castle, leading to an 

influx of English families. Forty-seven burgages held by thirty-nine burgesses were listed in 

1285 when the first charter was granted, but subsequent to the Welsh attack on the town in 

1294, a second charter dating to somewhere between 1295 and 1305 recorded only 45 

burgages, but provides the first record of the presence of the town walls. 

 

A demesne manor was also established near to the castle, though its chronology is not 

recorded in the same level of detail as the stronghold. It included two granges, a byre, a 

dovecote and two fishponds, extending over 75 acres. 

 

As early as the beginning of the 14th century, the town had started to expand beyond the 

confines of its walls and down the northern slopes of the hill. As Ian Soulsby pointed out in 

1983 the site of the walled town was ideal for defence but not for commercial operations. In 

1305 there were 183 burgages outside the defences, 52 within, and by 1337 the town had 

spread over 57 acres. By 1311 an annual fair was being held and in 1334, the 'Survey of 

Denbigh' refers to 'a borough within the walls' and 'a market town without'. It also mentions 

the hamlet of 'Neuburgh', part of Lleweni where originally the townspeople had held 

agricultural land. Neuburgh cannot now be traced and Beresford stated that 'it is not certain 

whether the survey has recorded an abortive attempt to lay out a small borough beyond the 

suburbs of Denbigh, or whether it is the remains of a Welsh commercial settlement, older than 

Denbigh..'. The name would probably argue against the latter. 

 

In 1373 there were 438 burgages, and Denbigh at this time was clearly commercially 

successful. A detailed rental of 1476 also charts the growth of the town beyond the walls with 

more than four times as many burgages outside as inside, and this some eight years after the 

extra-mural areas had been ravaged by fire, during the Wars of the Roses when the Earl of 

Pembroke besieged the castle. 

 

For the late 15th and 16th centuries there are details of craftsmen practicing within the town: a 

draper, glovers, shoe-markers, mercers and weavers. From the 15th century, too, come 
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references to some of the thoroughfares in the town: High Street, Beacon's Hill, Pepper Lane 

and Sowter Lane. And from the early 16th century a survey records suburbs for three quarters 

of a mile to the north of the castle. The picture is confirmed by Leland's remarks in the 1530s. 

'There hath beene diverse rows of streates withyn the wald towne, of the which the most part 

be now doone in maner, and at this tyme there be scant 80. howsolders". He continued: "But 

the towne of Denbigh now occupied and yoining neere to the old toun hath beene totally made 

of later tyme, and set much more to commodite of cariage and water by maany welles in it. 

And the encreace of this was the decay of the other’. 

 

In 1536, following the Act of Union, Denbigh was established as one of four administrative 

capitals in Wales, an indication of its stature at that period, and a spur to further development. 

John Speed's map published in 1611 reflects the general abandonment of the walled town 

with relatively little housing within its confines, though there was St Hilary's chapel and the 

incomplete church begun by the Earl of Leicester in the 1580s. But it is noticeable, too, that 

the market place and town hall lay outside the walled town â€“ the commercial and urban heart of 

Denbigh had shifted from the constraints imposed by the walled hilltop. 

 

The decline within the walls continued in later centuries: a drawing of 1750 shows few 

houses, even though the population of the town at the time was nearly 2000. Instead the focus 

of the town was High Street with three roads - Love Lane, Henllan Street and Lower Street - 

leading off it. Lower Street (now Vale Street) had three minor streets running parallel to it. 

Ogilby in his road atlas of 1675, Britannia, stated the town to be 'esteemed the best in North 

Wales’. 

 

During the Civil War in the mid-17th century, Denbigh temporarily became important for 

military reasons. There was a battle here in 1645 and the castle was besieged, surrendering to 

the Parliamentarians in the following year. 

 

Some expansion occurred between the early 17th and the mid-19th century. Edward Lhuyd 

noted a total of 330 buildings in the town at the end of the 17th century. Redevelopment 

occurred later in the 19th century. The railway along the Vale of Clwyd was built in 1860, and 

communications were further improved by the major road from Ruthin to Rhyl. 

 

 

5  The heritage to 1750 

The castle (101960) and the town walls (101961) are contemporary constructions. The castle 

has a fine gatehouse with three towers, leading into a ward of irregular polygonal shape 

defined by a curtain wall; the south and west sides of this form part of the town walls. Angle 

towers project from the curtain. 

 

The town walls display a largely complete circuit, enclosing an area of some 9.5 acres. Drum 

towers project at several points around the circuit, the course of which was dictated by the 

terrain. The main entrance to the town, the Burgess Gate, survives from the later 13th/14th 

century, but a second entrance, the Exchequer Gate is believed to have been built during the 

first phase of construction of the castle, and was demolished sometime after the 16th century. 

It was excavated in 1982/83. The Goblin Tower on the north-eastern side of the town is 

thought to have been built to protect 'The Bloody Well’, the towns main water supply and 

was the scene of a Civil War Siege in 1646. 
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The siegeworks relating to this episode (102598) consist of a crescent-shaped bank around the 

Goblin Tower. An adjacent mound (102591), still discernible early in the 20th century, may 

have been a prehistoric barrow but more probably part of the Civil War earthworks. Another 

earthwork comprising a broad low linear bank running gently downhill (19784) lies between 

the castle and the hospital. Its function is uncertain. Ken Brassil has suggested that it may also 

be a Civil War feature, although other interpretations are possible. Metal detector finds 

including a piece of bar shot, a musket ball, a pistol ball and fragments of impacted lead shot 

were recovered in the area around the Goblin Tower during an archaeological excavation in 

2001. Though the excavations did not reveal any archaeological features that could be 

specifically related to the Civil War siege, the metal detector finds should be relevant. 

 

It has been suggested that an old wall (101570) behind the Crown Hotel is a remnant of a pre- 

Edwardian stone castle, a view that has yet to be authenticated. Archaeological monitoring 

during alterations to the Crown Hotel in 2003 also revealed a vaulted cellar below the north 

side of the Hotel, which did not correspond to the current hotel ground plan. However this 

was considered to be of 16th century date if not later. 

 

St Hilary's Chapel (102017) was mentioned in an extent of 1334, and as a garrison chapel was 

presumably constructed early in the development of the town. Its tower and west wall survive 

but the nave and chancel were demolished in 1923. During the medieval period the nearest 

parish church was at Llanfarchell, a mile to the east of the town. 

 

St Anne's or Flemings' Chapel (102749) was probably a guild chapel that had fallen into 

disuse by the early 16th century, when it was mentioned by John Leland. An undercroft below 

nos 15 and 17 Bridge Street is all that survives. Archdeacon Thomas noted that an almshouse 

associated with the chapel stood nearby. 

 

The Earl of Leicester's church (102018) was begun by Robert Dudley in 1578 (on the basis of 

a foundation stone), but was abandoned soon after his death in 1588. Though later used as a 

stone quarry, substantial parts remain, and it is considered a unique example of major church 

building in the Elizabethan era. 

 

A Carmelite Friary (102020), founded in about 1289 by Sir John Sunimore, lay in the 

northern suburbs of the town at the end of Vale Street. After the Dissolution in the 1530s, it 

was used for various purposes but part at least was destroyed by fire in 1898. The remains 

now consist of the choir, a portion of the nave, and the wall of a barn. The foundations of 

other monastic buildings may lie beneath the field to the east. Abbey Cottage adjacent 

occupies the site of the south cloister range and incorporates two 13th-century doorways. A 

possible ossuary associated with the friary was cut by a trench in 1985 (101836), and an 

exploratory evaluation also took place at a later date in advance of a school extension. An 

evaluation in 2004 confirmed the location of the friary cemetery as well as uncovering 

cobbled floor surfaces and evidence of demolished buildings which were probably a part of 

the friary complex. 

 

A late 13th-century cross-head (100591) from the friary was moved to the grounds of 

Dolhyfryd, a kilometre or so to the south-west of the town, in the 19th century. The four sides 

are relief-carved with the scenes described by Owen in 1886, namely the Crucifixion, the 

Virgin and Child, an ecclesiastic in the act of devotion, and a figure thought to represent St 

John. 
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Denbigh was classed as 'one of the most complete townscapes in North Wales’  by the Royal 

Commission in the early 20th century. It is evident that the expansion beyond the town walls 

was the result of careful planning with a market place at the top of the town and a long and 

very straight road  (Vale Street) leading downhill to the north-east. A back lane was laid out 

to the east of this and another for at least part of the distance to the west; but west of High 

Street and the market place the pattern of lanes is less regular, and we may speculate that the 

creation of new thoroughfares and burgages outside the town walls in this rapidly growing 

urban centre in the 14th century was not as regulated initially as was to be the case in later 

years. The modern street pattern clearly reflects that mapped by John Speed in the early 17th 

century which in turn reveals the medieval layout. Some of the names, however, have 

changed. In the 17th century Vale Street was Lower Street, and Bridge Street was Chapel Lane the 

former name probably taken from Pont Garreg, a small footbridge crossing part of the Lenten Pool. 

 

A number of listed medieval and sub-medieval vernacular buildings survive in the town. 

Friesland Hall House, otherwise known as Bryn Awelon (102593), is a cruck-framed house 

and has a 14th-century doorway in its southern side. The Plough in Bridge Street (99806), 

originated as an L-shaped timber-framed building with a medieval rock cut cellar below. A 

stone range extends to the rear in which the roof purlins have been dated to between 1546-82. 

 

Plas Clough House (101473), with its three gables on the front, was erected by Sir Richard 

Clough in 1567. To the rear of No 19 High Street, (26063) is an end-jetty house of three 

storeys which has been dated to 1566-1602 and forms an island block. Shown on John 

Speed's depiction of Denbigh, it represents an early encroachment into the market place. 

 

Grove House (PRN 25768), once one of the grandest town houses in Vale Street may retain 

features of a house built by Hugh Clough in 1574. It was constructed from building materials 

imported from Antwerp and was amongst the first brick houses to be built in Wales. Land 

opposite Grove House, now occupied by 52-54 Vale Street is known to have been in use as an 

open 'grove’ between the early 17th and 19th centuries. That the site remained an open space 

for centuries, whilst elsewhere on Vale Street post-Georgian architectural expansion replaced 

practically all of the earlier buildings, suggests this plot may have been retained by Grove 

House throughout this period to provide an open vista from the house, eastwards across the 

Vale, emphasising the importance of setting in considering urban layouts. 

 

Galch Hill House (102592) was in existence in the later 16th century, as was 24 Bridge Street 

(26066), which although remodelled in the late 18th century, contains many of the original 

features including fireplaces and a garderobe. Bryn-y-parc (Nos 3-5, Park Street) contains 

internal features of late 16th/17th-century date, perhaps reused. Nos 27-31 Vale Street is 

essentially a medieval hall house with later additions (19785). The Eagle Hotel is thought to be 16th- 

or very early 17th- century but has seen considerable rebuilding; the Golden Lion is 

18th-century but with a later 15th-century timber frame. No.2 Love Lane is dated to around 

1500. No 33 High Street (25731) has been dated by dendrochronology to 1533 and it is likely 

that 32 and 34 High Street are contemporary. No. 22 High Street is a late 16th-century 

building, however the walls incorporate dressed sandstone characteristic of that employed in 

the late 13th-early 14th century works of the castle and therefore possibly reused. 

 

Other buildings have 17th-century features, but no thorough survey of the stock of early 

buildings in Denbigh is presently available, and the number of such survivals has probably 
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been underestimated. 

 

Of the public buildings and features, the two-storied town hall (102597) was built of stone in 

1572 and restored in 1780. The market cross (102019) a medieval cross, much modified in 

1760 was later removed to the bowling green near the castle, but has now been returned to the 

edge of the market place. Denbigh boasted a circular thatched cock-pit possibly of the 17th 

century which was removed to St Fagans Museum in 1964. 

 

A tile kiln (102021) of 14th/15th-century date was uncovered during construction of the 

welfare centre in 1938. Irregular and poorly defined platforms (101813), perhaps associated 

with a holloway, to the north-east of the historic core of the town, could just be the remains of 

earlier settlement. The site of a well, Fynnon Farcel (102022), was noted by Edward Lhuyd 

‘correspondent’in 1698. No trace remains. 

 

Relatively few archaeological interventions have taken place within Denbigh over the course 

of the past 15 years as a result of local development. Work carried out at 52-54 Vale Street 

between 2012 and 2014 revealed evidence for medieval occupation in the form of 15thcentury 

pottery and potential beam slots for a contemporary timber framed building. An intact 

cobbled surface was also uncovered at some depth below the present street frontage, attesting 

previously unknown medieval activity in this part of the town. The depth of the imported 

material overlying the cobbled surface demonstrated a considerable degree of groundwork in 

the 17th and 18th centuries that subsequently changed both the view and nature of the street 

frontage for a purpose, presently, unknown. 

 

Denbigh Green, an area of unenclosed common, lay to the north of the town. Its extent is 

depicted on an estate map of c.1809. Strip fields lay on the edge of town, south of the modern 

quarry. Some at least have now been built over. (Silvester, Martin & Watson, 2014) 
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Appendix B: Geophysical Survey 
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Appendix E10 

 
 
Assessment of the significance of the impact of the 
proposed development on Vale of Clwyd registered 
historic landscape in accordance with ASIDOHL2 
 

 

 
10 This assessment was carried out in 2019. 
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Introduction 

The Register of Historic Landscapes is an advisory, non-statutory register. It provides information on 

and raises the awareness of a selection of the most important and significant landscape areas in Wales 

to aid their protection and conservation.  

 

In Planning Policy Wales 2018 the Welsh Government’s objectives include protecting historic 

landscapes on the register. This document states that the implications of developments which meet the 

criteria for Environmental Impact Assessment on registered historic landscapes must be considered. In 

Denbighshire County Council’s scoping opinion (dated 14 August 2019) Cadw stated they would 

require assessment of the impact of the proposed development on ‘The Vale of Clywd’ (reference 

HLW (C) 1) registered historic landscape, the only one within a 3km radius of the proposed 

development site.  

 

A Guide to Good Practice on Using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in the 

Development Process provides a staged process for assessing the significance of the impact of 

development on registered historic landscapes (ASIDOHL2). This process has been used to assess the 

implications of the proposed development on the ‘Vale of Clwyd’ registered historic landscape, as 

advised by Denbighshire County Council. 
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Stage 1: Compilation of an introduction of essential, 
contextual information 

The first stage of the assessment is to gather information and provide an introduction. This is divided 

into nine sections. 

(a) A brief summary description of the development, with a map at the appropriate scale showing its 

location in relation to the historic landscape area on the Register. 

The proposed development is an extension of an existing active limestone quarry. The current quarry 

is about 28 hectares, with the proposed extension approximately 5 hectares. Limestone would be 

removed from working faces by controlled blasting, transported and treated at an on-site processing 

area, then supplied to an on-site concrete batching works.  

The proposed development includes the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the southern 

edge of the extension. On completion of quarrying the site would be restored to amenity and 

agriculture (pasture). 

The proposed development site is within The Vale of Clwyd registered historic landscape. However, 

it is not in part of registered historic landscape that has been subject to historic landscape 

characterisation by Clywd Powys Archaeological Trust. As a result, Andrew Josephs Associates has 

characterised the proposed development site and immediately adjacent areas.  The new historic 

character area has been called ‘Graig’ after Denbigh quarry’s former name. 

Five historic landscape characterisation areas are within 3km of the proposed development site:   

Dinbych 

Lleweni 

Meusydd-brwyn 

Ystrad  

Penpalmant. 

The figure below shows the boundaries of the registered historic landscape, historic characterisation 

areas and the proposed development site. 

 (b) A statement about the context in which the ASIDOHL2 was carried out as part of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (Environmental Statement). 

(c) If relevant, a brief summary of the planning history of the site 

Refer to the Environmental Statement. 

(d) References to related assessments 

Pleydell Smithyman 2019 Denbigh Quarry photosheets/viewpoints/photomontages. 
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(e) A summary of national, regional and local planning policies in relation to historic landscapes in 

the development area 

Refer to Section 1.4 above. 

(f) In the relevant cases, an indication of the provisional status of any Historic Character Areas 

Not applicable. 

(g) An indication of the confidence levels of which the ASIDOHL2 is based and any resulting limits 

assigned to impact predictions. 

The ASIDOHL2 assessment has been undertaken solely as a desk-based exercise, based on the 

sources listed in section i below.  

The terminology used in the register entries for registered historic landscapes varies, as does the 

structure of the entries themselves. This makes it difficult to assess registered historic landscapes on a 

comparative basis. 

(h) A statement on the qualifications and experience of the person(s) responsibly for undertaking the 

ASIDOHL2. 

The ASIDOHL2 has been produced by David Robertson and Andrew Josephs of Andrew Josephs 

Associates. Andrew Josephs Associates has also researched and written the cultural heritage chapter 

of the Environment Statement, including the ASIDOHL2. 

David Robertson has worked as a heritage consultant since August 2018, writing desk-based 

assessments, preparing Environment Statement chapters and providing advice on the historic 

environment implications of a broad range of developments. Prior to this he was the historic 

environment planning officer for Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service for 12 years 

and led on rural heritage for the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers (from 

January 2017). He holds a BA in Geography and History from the University of Wales Aberystwyth 

and a MA in Archaeology from Reading University and is a full Member of the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists. 

Andrew Josephs is Managing Director of AJA, a consultancy specialising in archaeology and cultural 

heritage founded in 2002. He has extensive experience of all periods and facets of cultural heritage, 

including the authorship of over 800 Heritage Statements, the majority under the EIA Regulations.  

He was previously Principal Consultant (Director of Heritage and Archaeology) at AMEC and 

Wardell Armstrong, where he started in 1992, becoming one of the UK’s first consultants in the post-

PPG16 era of developer-funded archaeology.  Prior to 1992, he worked as a field-based archaeologist 

and researcher for universities and units in the UK, Europe and the USA. For a time, he was visiting 

lecturer in EIA at the University of Nottingham. 

 (i) A description of the process used, work undertaken, the area over which impacts have been 

assessed, sources consulted, site visits, and an indication of the ASIDOHL2 stages undertaken. 

ASIDOHL2 stages 1-5 have been undertaken as a desk-based exercise. A concluding statement has 

been produced. 

Copies of the historic landscape citation and descriptions of the registered historic landscape and 

historic character areas within 3km of the proposed development are included in Appendices B and C. 
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Sources consulted: 

Cadw 2019 Cof Cymru, https://cadw.gov.wales/advice-support/cof-cymru (accessed 9-14 October 

2019, including the register entries for all 58 of Wales’ Registered Historic Landscapes). 

Cadw 2019 Vale of Clywd Registered Historic Landscape Full Report, https://cadwpublic-

api.azurewebsites.net/reports/historiclandscape/FullReport?lang=&id=HLW%20(C)%201 (accessed 7 

October 2019). 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust 2019 The Vale of Clywd, https://cpat.org.uk/the-vale-of-clwyd/ 

(accessed 7 October 2019). 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date Historic Landscape Characterisation: The Vale of Clwyd, 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/clwyd.htm (accessed 7-14 October 2019). 

Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice 

on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development 

Process, https://cadw.gov.wales/sites/default/files/2019-

05/LandscapesRegisterGoodPractice_EN_0.pdf (accessed 7-16 October 2019) 

Google Earth 2019 Google Earth Pro/Street View. 

Pleydell Smithyman 2019 Denbigh Quarry photosheets/viewpoints/photomontage.
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ASIDOHL2 Stage 2: Description and quantification 

of the direct, physical impacts of the development on 

the Historic Character Area(s) affected 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Graig (no HLCA area number) 

 

ASIDOHL2 Stage 2: Assessment of Direct, Physical Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Absolute Impact (Loss of Area):  

 

About 5ha, about 3.4% of historic character area 

 

Magnitude & Score: 

 

Very slight – 1  

Relative and Landscape Impacts (Loss of Known Characteristic or Elements) & Scores 

Element/% Loss Category Magnitude Landscape 

Value 

Landscape 

Value Effect 

Sloping improved 

pasture and arable land 

with field trees, stone-

walled, hedged 

boundaries and former 

small stone quarry, 

western side of Vale 

of Clywd:, About 

3.7ha/7% of this  

element will be lost. 

 

C – local - 2 Slight - 2 Medium - 3 Slightly 

reduced - 2 

Historic and modern 

woodland adjacent to 

and around 

Graig/Denbigh quarry: 

About 1.3ha/3.4% of 

this element will be 

lost. Most, if not all of 

this, is modern 

planting around the 

quarry. 

 

C – local - 2 Very slight -1  Medium - 3 Very slightly 

reduced -1  

Graig/Denbigh quarry: 

substantial working 

and historic stone 

quarry, 0% 

 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

1970s and later 

housing development, 

0% 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Coppy Farm: stone 

outbuildings around 

enclosed courtyard, 

0% 

 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Overall magnitude of direct physical impacts: 

 

9, moderate 

 

Notes: 

 

Area characterised as part of this ASIDOHL2. It has an area of about 148.2ha. 

 

Agricultural and covers about 53ha (about 36% of the historic character area). 

 

Historic and modern woodland adjacent to and around the existing quarry covers about 38ha (about 

26% of the historic character area). 

 

The existing quarry measures about 28ha (about 19% of the historic character area). 

 

Housing development covers about 27.5ha of the historic character area (about 19% of the historic 

character area). 

 

Coppy Farm covers about 1.6 ha of the historic character area (about 1% of the historic character 

area). 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 3 December 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 

 

ASIDOHL2 Stage 2: Assessment of Direct, Physical Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Absolute Impact (Loss of Area):  

 

0ha, 0% area 

 

Magnitude & Score: 

 

Very slight – 0  

Relative and Landscape Impacts (Loss of Known Characteristic or Elements) & Scores 

Element/% Loss Category Magnitude Landscape 

Value 

Landscape 

Value Effect 

 

None, 0% 

 

 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

Overall magnitude of direct physical impacts: 

 

N/A 

 

Notes: 

 

As the proposed development will have no direct impact on these five character areas, one 

combined form was compiled for them. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 7 October 2019 

 

Based on ASIDOHL2 TABLE 4 in Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly 

Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process.
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ASIDOHL2 Stage 3: Descriptions and 

quantifications of the indirect impacts of the 

development on the Historic Character Area(s) 

affected 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Graig (no HLCA area number) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3a: 

Assessment of Indirect, Physical Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Increased risk of exposure, 

erosion, disturbance, decay, 

dereliction or other detrimental 

change during on consequent to 

the development. 

N/A N/A 

Likelihood of increased 

management needs to maintain 

elements during on consequent to 

the development. 

N/A N/A 

Severance, fragmentation, 

dislocation or alteration of 

functional connections between 

related elements during on 

consequent to the development. 

N/A N/A 

Frustration or cessation of historic 

landscape practices during on 

consequent to the development: 

Management of improved pasture 

covering about 3.7ha/2.5% of the 

historic character area. 

C – local - 2 Very slight - 1 

Frustration of access leading to 

decreased opportunities for 

education, understanding or 

enjoying amenity of elements 

during on consequent to the 

development. 

N/A N/A 

Notes: 

 

Average score: 3 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 3 December 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3a: 

Assessment of Indirect, Physical Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Increased risk of exposure, 

erosion, disturbance, decay, 

dereliction or other detrimental 

change during on consequent to 

the development. 

N/A N/A 

Likelihood of increased 

management needs to maintain 

elements during on consequent to 

the development. 

N/A N/A 

Severance, fragmentation, 

dislocation or alteration of 

functional connections between 

related elements during on 

consequent to the development. 

N/A N/A 

Frustration or cessation of historic 

landscape practices during on 

consequent to the development. 

N/A N/A 

Frustration of access leading to 

decreased opportunities for 

education, understanding or 

enjoying amenity of elements 

during on consequent to the 

development. 

N/A N/A 

Notes: 

 

Average score: N/A (0) 

 

As the proposed development will have no direct impact on these five character areas, one 

combined form was compiled for them. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October 2019 
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Based on ASIDOHL2 TABLE 6 in Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly 

Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process. 

 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Graig (no HLCA area number) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Pasture and arable land 

b. Historic and modern woodland 

c. Graig/Denbigh quarry 

d. Housing development 

 

It is unlikely there is inter-visiblity 

between e. Coppy Farm and the 

proposed extension (as a hill 

blocks the view). 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

c. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

d. Category D (minor importance) 

– 1 

 

a. Slight - 2 

b. Slight - 2 

c. Very slight - 1 

d. Very slight - 1 

 

Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Pasture and arable land 

b. Historic and modern woodland 

c. Graig/Denbigh quarry 

d. Housing development 

 

It is unlikely there is inter-visiblity 

between e. Coppy Farm and the 

proposed extension (as a hill 

blocks the view). 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

c. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

d. Category D (minor importance) 

– 1 

 

a. Slight - 2 

b. Slight - 2 

c. Moderate - 3 

d. Very slight - 1 

 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 

Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 
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Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 1.75 

Very slight - 1 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 1.75 

Very slight - 1 

Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman, Google Earth/Street View and 

data in Cof Cymru. 

 

Views to the existing quarry from the west and south are currently across agricultural land, with the 

quarry hidden by woodland (Pleydell Smithyman viewpoint 5). The extension will extend quarrying 

into current agricultural land, but this will be hidden behind a bund and, over time, woodland. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 3.35 

Combined indirect impact score: 6.35 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 9 (on scale of 28) = moderate 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 3 December 2019 

 

 
View from the B5382 northwest of Coppy Farm, looking roughly east towards the proposed extension across 

agricultural land (Google Earth 2019). The site of the proposed extension is to the right of the wood in the 

background. 
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View from the B5382 next to Coppy Farm, looking roughly northeast towards the proposed extension (Google 

Earth 2019). The site of the proposed extension is behind the hill in the background. 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Castle-borough/walled town on 

distinct outcrop  

b. Expanded town (16th-20th 

century) 

c. Carmelite Friary 

d. Churches and non-conformist 

chapels 

a. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

b. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

c. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

d. Category B (regional 

importance) - 3 

a. Slight - 2 

b. Slight - 2 

c. Very slight - 1 

d. Slight - 2 
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Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Castle-borough/walled town on 

distinct outcrop  

b. Expanded town (16th-20th 

century) 

c. Carmelite Friary 

d. Churches and non-conformist 

chapels 

a. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

b. Category C (regional 

importance) - 2 

c. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

d. Category B (regional 

importance) - 3 

a. Considerable - 4 

b. Considerable - 4 

c. Very slight - 1 

d. Considerable - 4 

 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 

Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3.25 

Slight - 2 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3.25 

Slight - 2 

Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman, Google Earth/Street View and 

data in Cof Cymru. 

 

Limestone quarry faces in the eastern part of the current quarry are visible from this historic character 

area (PleydellSmithyman viewpoints 7-11). They are visible amongst woodland, looking across the 

northern part of the town and agricultural land. 

 

The western part of the current quarry is not visible, hidden behind woodland (Pleydell Smithyman 

viewpoints 7-11; annotated version of viewpoint 8 below). The extension will extend quarrying into 

current agricultural land, but this will be hidden behind a bund and, over time, woodland. 

 

The proposed extension would result in loss of views from it to the historic character area. However, 

these would be lost from a relatively small area, with similar views still available from land to and 

west of the extension area. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 5.65 

Combined indirect impact score: 5.65 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 8 (on scale of 28) = slight 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October and 3 December 2019 
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View from Denbigh Castle looking towards the existing quarry and proposed extension at Year 15. The 

proposed extension and planting would merge into the existing landscape and view. 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Low-lying seasonal waterlogged 

meadow with thick/mature species 

rich hedgerows and ditches and 

dykes. 

b. Settlement at Lleweni Hall and 

Kilford Farm 

c. Important routeways 

a. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

b. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

c. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

 

 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight - 1 

 

 

Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Low-lying seasonal waterlogged 

meadow with thick/mature species 

rich hedgerows and ditches and 

dykes. 

b. Settlement at Lleweni Hall and 

Kilford Farm 

c. Important routeways 

a. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

b. Category A (national 

importance) – 4 

c. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight - 1 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 

Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3 

Very slight - 1 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3 

Very slight - 1 
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Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman, Google Earth/Street View and 

data in Cof Cymru. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 4 

Combined indirect impact score: 4 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 6 (on scale of 28) = slight 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October 2019 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Dispersed farms 

b. Pasture in medium sized 

rectangular and strip shaped fields. 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category B (regional 

importance) - 3 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

 

 

Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Dispersed farms 

b. Pasture in medium sized 

rectangular and strip shaped fields. 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category B (regional 

importance) - 3 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 

Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 2.5 

Very slight – 1 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 2.5 

Very slight – 1 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 93 

 

 

Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 3.5 

Combined indirect impact score: 3.5 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 5 (on scale of 28) = slight 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October 2019 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 94 

 

 

 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Steep sided wooded gorge. 

b. Scattered farms. 

c. Medium to large sized sloping 

rectangular pasture fields with 

hedges. 

d. Parkland character. 

a. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

b. Category A (regional 

importance) – 3 

c. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

d. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight – 1 

d. Very slight - 1 

 

 

 

Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Steep sided wooded gorge. 

b. Scattered farms. 

c. Medium to large sized sloping 

rectangular pasture fields with 

hedges. 

d. Parkland character. 

a. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

b. Category A (regional 

importance) – 3 

c. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

d. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight – 1 

d. Very slight - 1 

 

 

 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 

Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3 

Very slight – 1 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 3 

Very slight - 1 
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Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman, Google Earth/Street View and 

data in Cof Cymru. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 4 

Combined indirect impact score: 4 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 6 (on scale of 28) = slight 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October 2019 

 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 3b: 

Assessment of Indirect, Visual Impacts on Historic Character Area: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on the 

southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Impacts Category & Score Magnitude & Score 
Visual impacts: views from the 

following elements to the extension 

will or may be altered: 

a. Dispersed post-medieval farms. 

b. Irregular medium sized fields, 

predominately pasture, with field 

banks and hedges and numerous 

scattered oaks, scattered ponds and 

some ridge and furrow. 

c. Mold & Denbigh Junction 

Railway. 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

c. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

 

 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight - 1 

 

 

Visual impacts: views to the 

following elements from the 

proposed extension will or may be 

altered: 

a. Dispersed post-medieval farms. 

b. Irregular medium sized fields, 

predominately pasture, with field 

banks and hedges and numerous 

scattered oaks, scattered ponds and 

some ridge and furrow. 

c. Mold & Denbigh Junction 

Railway. 

a. Category C (local importance) – 

2 

b. Category B (regional 

importance) – 3 

c. Category C (local importance) - 

2 

 

 

a. Very slight - 1 

b. Very slight – 1 

c. Very slight - 1 

 

 

Impact on visual connections 

between related elements, by 

occlusions, obstructions etc. 

N/A N/A 
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Creation of inappropriate visual 

connections between elements not 

intended to be inter-visible 

originally. 

N/A N/A 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

form. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 2.33 

Very slight – 1 

Visual impact of the development 

itself in relation to the existing 

character of the area considering its 

appearance. 

Average value of element 

sensitivity: 2.33 

Very slight- 1 

Notes: 

Assessment based on photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman, Google Earth/Street View and 

data in Cof Cymru. 

 

Average score for indirect visual impact: 3.33 

Combined indirect impact score: 3.33 (on scale of 20) 

Combined indirect impact score: 5 (on scale of 28) = slight 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 9 October 2019 

 

Based on ASIDOHL2 TABLE 7 in Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly 

Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process. 
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ASIDOHL2 Stage 4: Evaluation of the relative 
importance of the Historic Character Area(s) 
directly and/or indirectly affected by the 
development 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 98 

 

 

 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Graig (no HLCA area number) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity     √     √ 

Representativeness    √    √   

Documentation   √     √   

Group value   √     √   

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence  √     √    

Integrity  √     √    

Potential   √     √   

Amenity    √     √  

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Associations within the character area include Graig quarry probably being the source of stone for 

Denbigh Castle. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 3 December 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity √      √    

Representativeness  √     √    

Documentation  √     √    

Group value √        √  

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence  √     √    

Integrity  √     √    

Potential √      √    

Amenity  √     √    

Associations  √     √    

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 14-16 October 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity   √      √  

Representativeness   √     √   

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √      √   

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity   √     √   

Associations   √     √   

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 14-16 October 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity  √       √  

Representativeness  √      √   

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √      √   

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity   √     √   

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 14-16 October 2019 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 102 

 

 

 

Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity  √       √  

Representativeness  √      √   

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √     √    

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity   √     √   

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 14-16 October 2019 
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Historic Landscape Area: 

 

The Vale of Clwyd (HLW (C) 1) 

 

Historical Character Area: 

 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance of the (Part of) Historic Character Area Directly or 

Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: (a) Whole of Historic Character 

Area 

(b) Whole of Historic Landscape 

Area on Register 

Criterion: 

Rarity  √       √  

Representativeness  √      √   

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √     √    

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity   √     √   

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the Vale of Clywd register entry), 

photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google Earth/Street View. Appendix F contains 

the further details of the assessment of the whole historic landscape. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 14-16 October 2019 

 

Based on ASIDOHL2 TABLE 9 in Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly 

Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process. 
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ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context, of the (Part of) Historic Character 

Area Directly or Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 

 

Criterion: 

Rarity    √     √  

Representativeness  √      √   

Documentation  √      √   

Group value √      √    

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence  √      √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity  √      √   

Associations  √      √   

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the register entries for all 58 of Wales’ 

registered historic landscapes), photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google 

Earth/Street View.  

 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041) 

More than a quarter of Wales’ registered historic landscapes include a castle-borough. Other 

examples include Cardigan (Lower Teifi Valley), Conwy (Lowe Conwy Valley), Chepstow and 

Monmouth (both Lower Wye Valley). 

 

Lleweni (HLCA  1052) 
• Important routeways are mentioned in the register entries for about a quarter of registered historic 

landscapes. 

• Pasture is mentioned in the register entries for about 20% of registered historic landscapes but is present 

in more. 

• Prehistoric archaeological remains are mentioned in the register entries for about 70% of registered 

historic landscapes. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 16 October 2019 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 105 

 

 

 

ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context, of the (Part of) Historic Character 

Area Directly or Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 

 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 

 

Criterion: 

Rarity   √     √   

Representativeness  √     √    

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √     √    

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √     √    

Potential  √     √    

Amenity   √     √   

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the register entries for all 58 of Wales’ 

registered historic landscapes), photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google 

Earth/Street View.  

 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058) 
• Pasture is mentioned in the register entries for about 20% of registered historic landscapes but is present 

in more. 

• Strip fields are mentioned in the register entries for less than 10% of registered historic landscapes. 

 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059) 
• Pasture is mentioned in the register entries for about 20% of registered historic landscapes but is present 

in more. 

• Parkland is mentioned in the register entries for about 15% of registered historic landscapes. 

• Gorges are mentioned in the register entries for about 10% of registered historic landscapes. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 16 October 2019 
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ASIDODL2 Stage 4: 

Evaluation of the Relative Importance in the National Context, of the (Part of) Historic Character 

Area Directly or Indirectly Affected by Development: 

 

Development: 

 

Extension to existing limestone quarry, with the construction of a bund and woodland planting on 

the southern edge of the extension. Restoration to amenity and agriculture (pasture). 

 

Value V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

V 

High/ 

V 

good 

High/ 

Good 

Mod/ 

Med 

Low Poor/ 

None 

In relation to: Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 

 

Graig (no HLCA area number) 

Criterion: 

Rarity   √      √  

Representativeness  √       √  

Documentation   √     √   

Group value  √      √   

Survival  √     √    

Condition  √     √    

Coherence   √     √   

Integrity  √      √   

Potential  √       √  

Amenity   √      √  

Associations    √     √  

Notes: 

 

Assessment based on key elements of historic character area (as listed in Stage 2, based on 

information in Appendix E), data in Cof Cymru (including the register entries for all 58 of Wales’ 

registered historic landscapes), photosheets produced by Pleydell Smithyman and Google 

Earth/Street View.  

 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060) 
• Pasture is mentioned in the register entries for about 20% of registered historic landscapes but is present 

in more. 

• Ridge and furrow is mentioned in the register entries for less than 10% of registered historic landscapes. 

• Gorges are mentioned in the register entries for about 10% of registered historic landscapes. 

 

Graig 
• Pasture is mentioned in the register entries for about 20% of registered historic landscapes but is present 

in more. 

• Quarries are mentioned in the register entries for about 45% of registered historic. 

• Post medieval and modern development is mentioned in the register entries for about 10% of registered 

historic landscapes. 

 

Compiled by: David Robertson Date: 16 October and 3 December 2019 
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Based on ASIDOHL2 TABLE 10 in Countryside Council for Wales, Cadw & Welsh Assembly 

Government 2007 Guide to Good Practice on using the Register of Landscapes of Historic Interest in 

Wales in the Planning and Development Process. 

 

Average relative importance scores for stages 4a, b and c (on a scale of 55, with very high scoring 5 

and poor 1): 

 

Graig: 32 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041): 44 

Lleweni (HLCA 1052): 37 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058): 37 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059): 38 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060): 38 

Average relative importance scores for stages 4a, b and c (adjusted/on a scale of 100): 

Graig: 59 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041): 80 

Lleweni (HLCA 1052): 67 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058): 68 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059): 68 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060): 68 

Grades of overall value at stage 4: 

Graig: Considerable 

Dinbych (HLCA 1041): Very high 

Lleweni (HLCA 1052): High 

Meusydd-brwyn (HLCA 1058): High 

Ystrad (HLCA 1059): High 

Penpalmant (HLCA 1060): High 
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ASIDOHL2 Stage 5: Assessment of the overall significance of the impact of the 
development, and the effects that altering the Historic Character Area(s) 
concerned has on the whole of the landscape area on the Register 
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Historic 

Character Area 

(name) 

Historic 

Character Area 

(number) 

Value of Historic 

Character Area (stage 4) 

Impact of development (stages 

2 and 3) 

Reduction of value of the 

historic landscape area 

Total score 

for Historic 

Character 

Area 

Overall 

significance 

of impact for 

Historic 

Character 

Area 

Grade Score Grade Score Grade Score 

Graig N/A Medium 5 Moderate/medium 4 Low 2 11 Moderate 

Dinbych 1041 Very high 9 Slight/low 2 Low 2 13 Moderate 

Lleweni  1052 High 7 Slight/low 2 Low 2 11 Moderate 

Meusydd-brwyn 1058 High 7 Slight/low 2 Low 2 11 Moderate 

Ystrad 1059 High 7 Slight/low 2 Low 2 11 Moderate 

Penpalmant  1060 High 7 Slight/low 2 Low 2 11 Moderate 
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ASIDOHL2 Concluding Statement 

The proposed quarry extension (with associated bund and woodland planting) is located within the 

Vale of Clywd registered historic landscape. This registered historic landscape is of national 

importance and outstanding value. 

The proposed development will have a direct impact and slight indirect physical impact on one of the 

Vale of Clywd registered historic landscape’s thirty-eight historic landscape character areas. This the 

recently characterised Graig, which includes the current Denbigh quarry, agricultural land, woodland 

and modern housing. This impact includes the loss of small part of the character area (about 3.4%) 

and changes in land-use (from pasture and woodland to quarry and woodland). 

The proposed development will not have a direct or indirect physical impact on the other five historic 

landscape character areas located within a 3km radius: Dinbych, Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad 

and Penpalmant. 

The proposed development will slightly change views to and from the Dinbych historic character area, 

including to and from Denbigh Castle. The ASIDOHL2 process has graded the related reduction in 

value as ‘low’ and the significance of the overall impact of the proposed development on the Dinbych 

historic character area as ‘moderate’. This ‘moderate’ grading is strongly influenced by the very high 

value of the historic character area, rather than the scale of direct and indirect impacts of the proposed 

development. 

The proposed development has the potential to change distant views from a number of locations 

within the Lleweni, Meusydd-brwyn, Ystrad and Penpalmant historic character areas. As a result, it 

will have a slight indirect visual impact on high value historic character areas. The ASIDOHL2 

process has graded the significance of the overall impact of the proposed development on these four 

historic character areas as ‘moderate’. Again these ‘moderate’ gradings are strongly influenced by the 

very high value of the historic character areas, rather than the scale of direct and indirect impacts of 

the proposed development. 
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Appendix D: Registered Historic Landscape  
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Reference number: HLW (C) 1 

Name: The Vale of Clwyd 

Date of Designation: 2002 

Register Type: Outstanding 

Status: Designated 

 

Summary description and reason for designation 

The Vale of Clwyd dominates the geography and forms one of the most distinctive landscapes of 

north east Wales. Containing the River Clwyd in its broad flat base, it runs for about 30km north from 

the medieval town of Ruthin to join the coast at Rhyl. The valley floor is low, being nowhere more 

than about 40m above OD. On the east, the vale is bounded by the edge of the Clwydian Hills which 

rise steeply to about 300m above OD, their summits commanding spectacular prospects of the valley 

floor below. The western side rises more gently towards the Denbighshire uplands some 7km away.  

The best surviving and most complete, typical historic part of the vale identified here lies mainly 

south and east of the medieval town of Denbigh. Early man inhabited the twin cave sites at Cae Gwyn 

and Ffynnon Beuno,Tremeirchion, where animal bone and human Palaeolithic tool-bearing deposits 

have been found. However, the most striking archaeological monuments in this landscape are the Iron 

Age hillforts of Foel Fenlli, Moel y Gaer (Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd), Moel Arthur, Penycloddiau and 

Moel y Gaer (Bodfari) which form part of a defensive chain of sites crowning the summits of the 

Clwydian Hills. Even as individual, often quite large sites (Penycloddiau encloses an area of some 

21ha), they are impressive, but together they form a unique group of hillforts in Wales that 

demonstrates the intimate relationship in landscape of natural landform and human territory.  

Although there has been little modern excavation on any of the sites, current understanding suggests 

that each hillfort would have been the focal point of a well-defined territory extending across the vale 

beneath, and over the uplands to the east, so that each fort would have access to the same range of 

natural resources. The upland area of the Clwydian Hills is mostly rough grazing, but the valley 

bottom is, by contrast, rich agricultural land with enclosures encroaching onto the western slopes of 

the hills.  

Little is known at present of the ordinary settlements associated with the hillforts, but presumably 

they would have been densely concentrated along the fertile valley bottom, but now buried or 

obliterated by later activity. This is suggested by the crop-mark site discovered from the air at Tan 

Dderwen, east of Denbigh, where recent excavations have yielded evidence of activity dating from the 

Mesolithic, Bronze and Dark Ages.  

Settlement within the vale is dominated by the medieval towns of Denbigh and Ruthin. Recent 

excavations in Ruthin, however, have suggested an earlier origin, with parts of a Romano-British 

settlement and a possible Roman fort being revealed on the eastern fringes of the town. Ruthin’s 

medieval street pattern is still evident and parts of the castle and town defences remain intact. The 

town also has a fine collection of vernacular architecture represented by distinctive buildings in 

limestone, red sandstone or half timbered styles. Like Ruthin, Denbigh also retains much of its 

medieval character, including the castle and town defences, and is a good example of an Edwardian 

period walled town.  

In the centre of the vale lies Llanynys, now a small hamlet, but originally a clas foundation (a unit of 

administration based on medieval monastic settlement) preserving vestiges of medieval field systems. 

It is also noteworthy as the site of the 9th century Llanfor of the early Welsh stanzas, Canu Llywarch 
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Hen. The landscape has been much affected by the influence of various medieval and later parks and 

estates such as, for example, Clwyd Hall and Llanrhaeadr Hall. To the east of Ruthin lies Bathafarn 

Park, a medieval park of the Lordship of Ruthin. A document of 1592 describes boundaries, the 

character of the park and the evolution of the landscape which may still be traced today.  

Several parishes on the slopes of the Clwydian Hills have their 19th century Parliamentary Enclosure 

landscapes well-documented. They border, and contrast with, the generally earlier, hedged, 

agricultural landscape of the valley floor. 

Source 

https://cadwpublic-

api.azurewebsites.net/reports/historiclandscape/FullReport?lang=&id=HLW%20(C)%201 (accessed 7 

October 2019) 
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Appendix E: Historic Landscape Characterisation in 
The Vale of Clwyd 
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Source: 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date Historic Landscape Characterisation: The Vale of Clwyd, 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/clwyd.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 
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 Dinbych, Denbigh, Denbighshire (HLCA 1041) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Expanding modern town with origins as a medieval castle borough, and late medieval and 17th- to 

 19th-century buildings.  

Historic background 

Denbigh was the capital of the ancient Welsh cantref of Rhufoniog. The cantref, together with the cantref of 

Dyffryn Clwyd, was granted by Edward I to Dafydd ap Gruffydd, brother of Llywelyn, in 1277, the site of the 

later castle probably being Dafydd's principal residence. Following the revolt led by Dafydd the cantref was 

confiscated by the crown and granted together with the cantref of Rhos to Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln in 

1282, the two cantrefs which formed the lordship of Denbigh.  

Key historic landscape characteristics 

The town is sited on a distinct outcrop which rises sharply above the bottom of the vale, between a height of 

about 50-140m OD. The town was a private plantation by the earl of Leicester and received its first charter in 

1290. The town and walled medieval borough were planned as a single entity, like the contemporary royal 

castle-boroughs established by Edward I, but unlike the royal castle-boroughs at Caernarfon, Conwy and 

Beaumaris, the town at Denbigh was inconveniently sited at the top of a steep hill. The early walled town was 

eventually deserted, and between the early 13th century and the 16th century the town expanded and its focus 

shifted onto more amenable ground outside the town walls to the north-east. During the course of the 19th and 

20th centuries the town has further expanded to the west, north-east, and south-east. The castle borough was 

created out of the earlier parish of Llanfarchell, of which the parish church of Eglwys-wen, dedicated to St 

Marcellus, lay about 2 kilometres to the east. For convenience of the garrison and townspeople St Hilary's 

chapel was built on the green outside the castle. The Carmelite friary was established to the north-east of the 

town in the late 13th century. An unfinished Elizabethan church within the town walls was commenced by 

Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester, who held the lordship between 1563 and his death in 1588, in an unsuccessful 

bid to move the see of St Asaph to Denbigh. Other churches and nonconformist chapels were built in the town 

during the course of the 19th century. 

Sources 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date, Historic Landscape Characterisation - The Vale of Clywd: 

Dinbych,https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1041.htm and 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1041map.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 
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Lleweni, Denbigh, Denbighshire (HLCA 1052) 

 

Flat, low-lying, large irregular meadows, large dispersed hall and farm estates, parkland areas, stone bridges 

on major river crossings, with evidence of prehistoric and early medieval activity.  

 

Historic background 

Falling along the eastern edge of the medieval ecclesiastical parishes of Henllan and Llanfarchell, and 

part of the northern tip of the parish of Llanrhaeadr-yng-nghinmeirch. Administratively, the area fell 

within the commotes of Is Aled and Ceinmerich, part of the ancient cantref of Rhufoniog.  

During the late glacial period the area was covered by a remnant glacial lake, termed 'Llyn Clwyd' 

which formed by ponding of water behind moraines across the vale. Boreholes have shown that there 

are up to 10m of silty alluvium, fine gravel and organic deposits in the central part of the vale at this 

point, and suggest that the later history of the lake was characterized by marshy conditions and flash 

floods. It is uncertain when the lake ceased to exist, but it is possible that evidence of Mesolithic 

activity discovered during archaeological excavations at Tandderwen, just to the east of Kilford Farm, 

may represent season activity on the fringes of a marsh during a late stage in the infilling of the lake 

in about the 5th millennium BC.  

Evidence of activity in the later prehistoric and early historic periods is represented by the early 

Bronze Age and early medieval cemeteries excavated at Tandderwen. These sites were first identified 

by aerial photography and as yet no direct evidence of settlement or land-use during these periods in 

the area has been established. Excavation has shown that these sites are very vulnerable to erosion by 

deep ploughing and pan busting (Brassil et al. 1991).  
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Key historic landscape characteristics 

Generally flat, low-lying, seasonally waterlogged and flooded meadow land on the western floodplain 

of the Afon Clwyd and at the confluence of the Afon Clwyd and Afon Ystrad, to the west of Denbigh, 

between about 25-40m OD. Embanked watercourses to prevent flooding.  

Settlement is almost exclusively limited to Lleweni Hall and Kilford Farm and their associated 

estates. Lleweni Hall, once the seat of the Salusburys, was an important late medieval hall with a 

hammerbeam roof, enlarged during the 17th and 18th centuries, but was almost entirely demolished in 

1816-18, though parts of the later 18th-century brick-built hall survive. There are important 

dilapidated brick outbuildings at Lleweni Farm, including 18th-century hay barn and large and 

impressive stables and carriage yard. Farm and hall approached by causeways from Kilford on the 

south, bounded by mature multi-species hedges, and via a causeway and small stone bridge across the 

Afon Clwyd from the east. 19th-century brick farmhouse and delipated stone and brick outbuildings at 

Kilford Farm. One of the barns has three reused hammerbeam trusses.  

Towards the end of the 18th century Lleweni was described as follows by Thomas Pennant, then 

owned by Sir Thomas Fitzmaurice, who has recently established the elaborate bleach works (see 

Aberchwiler).  

Lleweni, notwithstanding it lies on a flat, has most pleasing views of the mountains on each side of 

the vale: the town and castle of Denbigh form most capital objects, as a distance of two miles: and the 

nearer environs of the place animate the country by the commercial spirit of their active master 
(Pennant 1793). 

Large irregular meadows and occasional fodder crops with generally thick and mature multi-species 

hedges, including hawthorn, ash, alder, maple and hazel, with scattered larger alders and poplars, with 

some traditional hedge-laying, some of the larger fields being subdivided by post and wire. Some 

fields bounded by drainage ditches and dykes. The more poorly-drained and lower-lying fields 

crossed by networks of open drains. Taller alders, willows and poplars strung out along watercourses.  

Dilapidated 18th-century? brick wall along the boundary of the turnpike road along the northern 

boundary of the character area. Small scattered deciduous and coniferous woodland plantations with a 

larger area of deciduous woodland known as Big Wood to the west of Lleweni Hall, classed partly as 

ancient semi-natural woodland and ancient replanted woodland. Area of parkland character around 

Lleweni Hall with some scattered mature oak and beech trees and to the north of Kilford Farm, partly 

walled. Modern air-strip across the northern side of the area.  

The area is crossed by several important routeways. The road between Denbigh and Bodfari runs 

along the northern side of the area, with bridges across the Clwyd and Nant Lleweni stream at 

Pontruffydd and Pont Ffriddmor. The southern part of the area is crossed by Denbigh to Llandyrnog 

road with late 19th- and 20th-century bridges across the Afon Ystrad and Afon Clwyd at Pont Parc-

canol and Pont Glan-y-wern.  

Sources 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date, Historic Landscape Characterisation - The Vale of Clywd: 

Lleweni, Denbigh, Denbighshire, https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1052map.htm and 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1052.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1052map.htm
https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1052.htm
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Meusydd-brwyn, Denbigh, Denbighshire (HLCA 1058) 

 

Distinctive landscape of rectangular and strip fields, drainage dykes and small ponds, with scattered farms 

and smallholdings, on north-east outskirts of Denbigh  

Historic background 

Falling within the medieval ecclesiastical parishes of Denbigh and Henllan, in the commote of Is 

Aled, in the ancient cantref of Rhufoniog. The borough charters of Denbigh granted by Henry de 

Lacy, earl of Lincoln in 1283 and 1290 indicate that burghers of the new borough were granted 

agricultural land in the the surrounding township in addition to a property within the town. The 

precise location of the land grants has not yet been established but some probably fell within this 

character area, being worked from farms based in the town of Denbigh, and may be the origin of the 

distinctive field pattern in this character area.  

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Pasture, gently sloping from a height of about 50m OD on the south-west, on the northern outskirts of 

Denbigh, down to about 30m OD on the north-east, on the margins of the floodplain of the Afon 

Clwyd.  

Dispersed farms, and a number of scattered smallholdings, generally more than about 1km apart and 

on the higher ground towards south and west, some now abandoned as farms. 18th/19th-century 

limestone or rendered farmhouses, as at Meusydd-brwyn, with 18th/19th-century stone and brick 

outbuildings, and stone-walled farm yards.  
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Distinctive landscape of medium-sized rectangular and strip-shaped fields, between 50-150m wide, 

laid out in blocks in relation to system of major drainage dykes and ditches, some of which extend in 

a straight line from south-west to north-east for distances of almost 2km. Fields bounded by drainage 

ditches and generally low and well-maintained mature hedges, with scattered oaks in hedgerows, 

some hedges being replaced by post and wire fencing. Stone gateposts to field gates along public 

roads and along some of the farm lanes. Some areas of ridge and furrow towards the south-west, 

running parallel with the field boundaries. Scattered ponds of uncertain date and function within fields 

and along field boundaries, some of which have been levelled in recent years. Small sheds and barns 

of stone, brick and corrugated iron in the corners of some fields, some now ruinous. Access to the 

land is by means of farm lanes and tracks leading downhill from the west, forming hollow-ways on 

the steeper slopes. Land of parkland character around 19th-century brick St Brigid's Convent, walled 

along the main road on the western side of the character area.  

Sources 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date, Historic Landscape Characterisation - The Vale of 

Clywd: Meusydd-brwyn, Denbigh, Denbighshire, 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1058.htm and 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1058map.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1058.htm
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      Ystrad, Denbigh and Llanrhaeadr-yng-nghinmeirch, Denbighshire (HLCA 1059) 

 

 

Landscape of scattered large farms and large rectangular fields of pasture on sloping ground, either side of 

the Afon Ystrad, overlooking the western side of the vale, just to the south of Denbigh.  

 

Historic background 

Falling partly within the medieval ecclesiastical parishes of Denbigh and Llanrhaeadr-yng-

nghinmeirch, and administratively within the commotes of Is Aled and Ceinmeirch, in the ancient 

cantref of Rhufoniog.  

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Sloping land overlooking the western side of the vale to the south of Denbigh, between about 40-

100m OD, bisected by the steep-sided wooded gorge of the Afon Ystrad, its river scarps actively 

eroding in places, with flatter land along the banks of the Ystrad and towards the east and on hill tops 

to west.  

Scattered farms, generally 800m or more apart, including the early 18th-century brick farmhouse at 

Ystrad-isaf, 18th/19th-century limestone and brick farmhouse and outbuildings at Ystrad Farm, 

Llwyn-bâch, Llwyn-uchaf, and Pen-y-maes, 19th-century brick farmhouse at Brondyffryn Farm, and 

20th-century farmhouse and outbuildings at Goblin Farm, the smaller farmhouses in the hills to the 

west generally looking older. The hall of 19th-century character at Ystrad Hall has been demolished. 

Small nucleated crossroads settlement with several 18th/19th-century limestone houses, and late 19th-

century limestone chapel at Hên-efail, which as the name suggests grew up around a former smithy.  

© Crown copyright. 
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Medium to large-sized, sloping rectangular pasture fields, with well-maintained low-cut hawthorn 

field hedges, some of the larger fields being subdivided by post and wire fences. Occasional stone 

gateposts to fields along public roads.  

Roadside hedges on side roads often multiple-species hedges, including holly and hazel, along 

hollow-ways on steeper slopes.  

Land of parkland character extending from the 19th-century brick Brondyffryn School and large late 

19th-century house and gardens at Tros-y-parc, opposite Brondyffryn Farm, running down to the 

northern bank of the Afon Ystrad, by the late 18th or early 19th-century limestone bridge of Pont 

Felin-ganol, with limestone walling and iron railings on roadside. 

 

Sources 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date, Historic Landscape Characterisation - The Vale of 

Clywd: Ystrad, Denbigh and Llanrhaeadr-yng-nghinmeirch, Denbighshire, 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1059.htm and 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1059map.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 
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Penpalmant, Denbigh and Trefnant, Denbighshire (HLCA 1060) 

 

 

Dispersed farms along turnpike road, in landscape of irregular, medium-sized hedged fields with scattered 

larger oaks, ponds and some ridge and furrow, superimposed by disused railway.  

 

Historic background 

The landscape area forms part of the medieval ecclesiastical parish of Henllan, to the north of the 

town of Denbigh. It falls along the eastern edge of the medieval commote of Is Aled, in the ancient 

cantref of Rhufoniog.  

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Fairly flat and well-drained land above the valley floor, between about 25-55m OD, dropping down to 

the banks of the Afon Clwyd to the east of Pontruffydd Farm.  

Dispersed, post-medieval farms up to about 800m apart characteristically sited alongside the turnpike 

road between Denbigh and Bodfari, with fine ranges of 18th-century brick outbuildings at 

Pontruffydd Farm and Ty-mawr.  

Landscape of irregular, medium-sized fields, predominantly down to pasture, with slight field banks 

and generally low-cut hawthorn hedges, some formlerly laid. Numerous scattered mature oaks, the 

lines of trees in some fields indicating former field boundaries. Some areas of ridge and furrow of 

© Crown copyright. 
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uncertain date, as in the case of a number of adjacent fields around Penpalmant farm. Small scattered 

ponds of uncertain date and origin, set within fields or along field boundaries, some of which have 

recently been filled in.  

A number of farms, like Penpalmant, are sited alongside the turnpike road between Denbigh and 

Bodfari - Penpalmant (Welsh, 'top/end of the pavement') seemingly being named after the surfaced 

road north of Denbigh. In a similar way, Pontruffydd Farm, to the north-east, is named after the 

important bridge crossing the Afon Clwyd to the north of Lleweni. There is a further stone road 

bridge at Pond Ffriddmor, across the Nant Lleweni between Penpalmant and Pontruffydd. The 

northern and western sides of the character area are defined by the embankment and cuttings for the 

Mold & Denbigh Junction Railway, in operation between 1869-1968 (Baughan 1991, 76-9), with 

stone bridge abutments surviving to the south of Ty-mawr farm and fine stone bridges across the Afon 

Clwyd to the east of Pontryffydd Farm. The high railway embankment to the north of Pontfryffydd 

Farm now a small but prominent deciduous woodland plantation.  

Sources 

Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust no date, Historic Landscape Characterisation - The Vale of 

Clywd: Penpalmant, Denbigh and Trefnant, Denbighshire, 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1060map.htm and 

https://www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/histland/clwyd/1060.htm (accessed 7 October 2019). 
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      Graig, Denbigh, Denbighshire (HLCA) 

 

Sloping land forming the western side of the Vale of Clwyd with far reaching views to the south, containing 

a substantial working and historic stone quarry, and large housing development adjoined by improved 

pasture and some arable land. 

Historic background 

The landscape area falls lies on the boundaries of the medieval ecclesiastical parishes of Denbigh and 

Henllan, in the commote of Is Aled, in the ancient cantref of Rhufoniog. 

The majority of entries in the Historic Environment Record are of 19th century and later date with 

only stray finds representative of the pre-medieval era. The north of the HLCA is dominated by 

quarrying, and Graig Quarry is known to have been operational from at least the thirteenth century 

when it was the source of stone for Leicester’s church and the tower of St Hilary’s as well as Bodfari 

church. It is probable that the quarry also provided the stone for the castle. 

Key historic landscape characteristics 

Sloping land forming the western side of the Vale of Clwyd (130-80m AOD, west to east). Far 

reaching views mainly over Denbigh town and to Ffrith Fawr beyond, framed by woodland that 

restricts views east and west. Defined by the B5382 to the south west and Ffordd y Graig to the east. 

Substantial working and historic stone quarry formerly known as Graig Quarry covering an area of 

approximately 160 ha set within mixed woodland (now known as Denbigh Quarry) 

Gently sloping improved pasture, with some arable land on the western boundary with occasional 

field trees, stone-walled and hedged boundaries.  
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Large housing development of 1970s and modern date on lower slopes near Denbigh town in area 

known as Copenhagen, with occasional isolated cottages of 19th century and earlier date along the 

B5382 and now absorbed by later housing. 

Single farmstead – Coppy Farm – with good range of stone outbuildings forming an enclosed 

courtyard (the farmhouse being more recent) under slate roof and situated on the northern side of the 

B5382. Set amongst improved pasture and some arable fields and former small stone quarry (probably 

the source of the stone for the farm) to the north-west.  

Prepared by Andrew Josephs of Andrew Josephs Associates, November 2019 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 127 

 

 



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 128 

 

 

Appendix F: Assessment Supporting ASIDODL2 Stage 4 Evaluation  
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Key elements in the five HLCA within 5km of the proposed development and their presence across the Vale of Clywd Registered Historic Landscape  
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Graig N/A   1         1                       1 1 

Dinbych 1041 1 1 1 1 1                               

Lleweni  1052           1 1 1                         

Meusydd-brwyn 1058                 1   1                   

Ystrad  1059             1   1 1       1 1         1 

Penpalmant  1060             1         1 1     1 1 1     

Llanfair Dyffryn Clwyd  1025       1     1     1         1   1       

Bachymbyd 1026             1         1             1 1 

Rhuthun 1027 1 1   1 1                               

Llanbedr Dyffryn Clwyd  1028       1     1 1   1     1   1           

Tyddyn Ucha 1029             1     1   1                 

Fron-heulog 1030               1   1                 1   

Graig-fechan 1031         1     1                       1 

Eyarth 1032         1   1         1     1         1 

Bryn-isaf 1033                       1     1       1   

Felin-ysguboriau 1034             1 1             1     1     

Moel y Parc 1035                                         
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Moel Llanfair 1036                                         

Bathafarn 1037                   1         1         1 

Moel Famau 1038                                     1 1 

Penycloddiau 1039                               1         

Llanrhaeadr-yng-nghinmeirch 1040     1         1 1       1   1   1     1 

Pen-yr-allt 1042             1 1 1       1               

Llandyrnog 1043       1 1   1   1   1   1   1         1 

Llanynys 1044       1     1   1     1                 

Fron-gelyn 1045         1   1         1 1           1 1 

Rhiwbebyll  1046             1   1       1               

Rhôs  1047             1 1         1   1           

Fron Yw  1048                             1         1 

Hirwaen 1049       1 1                   1         1 

Esgairlygain 1050                     1   1   1           

Fron-dyffryn 1051             1   1 1         1         1 

Aberchwiler 1053         1     1             1     1   1 

Bodfari  1054       1                     1         1 

Coed Draw 1055             1       1   1             1 

Glan Clwyd 1056             1   1   1   1   1 1         



Denbigh Quarry (Western Extension):  Heritage Statement.  October 2021 

 

 

andrew josephs associates  
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultancy 

P a g e  | 131 

 

 

HLCA (name) 

HLCA 

(number) 

C
a

stle-b
o

ro
u

g
h

/w
a

lled
 to

w
n

 

o
n

 d
istin

ct o
u

tcro
p

 

E
x

p
a

n
d

ed
 to

w
n

 (1
6

th-2
0

th 

cen
tu

ry
) 

C
a

rm
elite F

ria
ry

 

C
h

u
rch

/es 

N
o

n
-co

n
fo

rm
ist c

h
a

p
el/s 

L
o

w
-ly

in
g

 sea
so

n
a

l 

w
a

terlo
g

g
ed

 m
ea

d
o

w
 

D
isp

ersed
/sca

tter
ed

 fa
rm

s 

Im
p

o
rta

n
t ro

u
te

w
a

y
s 

M
ed

iu
m

 sized
 rec

ta
n

g
u

la
r 

sh
a

p
ed

 field
s 

L
a

rg
e sized

 rec
ta

n
g

u
la

r 

sh
a

p
ed

 field
s 

S
trip

 sh
a

p
ed

 field
s 

Irreg
u

la
r sh

a
p

ed
 field

s 

S
ca

ttered
 o

a
k

s 

S
teep

 sid
ed

 w
o
o

d
ed

 g
o

rg
e
 

P
a
rk

la
n

d
 ch

a
ra

cter
 

S
ca

ttered
 p

o
n

d
s 

R
id

g
e a

n
d

 fu
rro

w
 

R
a

ilw
a

y
 

Q
u

a
rry

/q
u

a
rries 

W
o

o
d

la
n

d
 

Plâs Ashpool 1057                         1   1         1 

Gwergwy 1061           1     1 1 1             1     

                                            

Number of HLCAs with key 

features mentioned in the 

relevant 'further information' 

section of Clwyd Powys 

Archaeological Trust no date (n 

= 38)   2 3 2 8 8 2 19 9 10 8 6 7 12 1 18 3 3 4 6 17 

Percentage of HLCAs with key 

features   5 8 5 21 21 5 50 24 26 21 16 18 32 3 47 8 8 11 16 45 
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