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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background  

1.1.1 Bradley Murphy Design (BMD) was commissioned by KIM Property Investments Ltd. in September 2020 
to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Assessment of their Site at Moors Farm, Welshpool, Powys, SY21. 
The Site, hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’, is approximately centred on the following grid reference: SJ 
24166 08893.   

1.1.2 An outline planning application was submitted in April 2020 (planning application 20/0658/OUT) for the 
proposed development.  A resubmission will be made in early 2021 with the supporting information as 
required initially by the LPA ecologist including an ecological assessment and submission of a 
Construction Environmental Management Plan. 

1.1.3 Following a response from the Local Planning Authority (LPA) ecologist. This document will address the 
following: 

1.1.4 “The following information is therefore required to be submitted to the LPA prior to determination of the 
application to enable the LPA to undertake and Appropriate Assessment of the proposed development to 
determine whether there would be an adverse effect to the Integrity of the Montgomery Canal SAC; 
Submission of a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to include the following: 

• A detailed Pollution Prevention Plan, details of measures proposed to prevent pollution from 
entering the canal prior to (i.e. during site clearance or set up) and during construction will need to 
provided where practical a plan showing the location of any features e.g. fencing, storage areas for 
potentially polluting materials etc. should be included. It is recommended that the pollution 
prevention plan is produced in accordance with the relevant recommendations made in the current 
Pollution Prevention Guidelines Series in particular PPG 6 - Working at construction and demolition 
sites; and GPP5: Works and maintenance in or near water. Full details of these guidelines can be 
found at: http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-
andreplacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/ 

• Submission of a Biosecurity Protocol with regards to Invasive Non-Native Species. This document will 
provide the ecological assessment element of the appropriate assessment previously discussed with 
the LPA.” 

1.2 Site context 

 Proposed Development 

1.2.1 The Site is proposed to be developed into drive-thru restaurant units and a hotel with associated car 
parking, infrastructure and landscaping. 

 Historic Context 

1.2.2 Historic maps indicate that the Site was previously a residential dwelling/farm building with an associated 
garden and hedgerow lined agricultural field parcels situated along the Montgomery Canal since at least 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-andreplacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/
http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-andreplacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/
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the 1880s until 1970. The wider landscape context throughout this period is rural with the land being 
dominated by agricultural fields and patches of woodland and the town of Welshpool to the southwest. 
Aerial imagery between 2006 and present day suggests that the Site has remained largely the same aside 
from the agricultural field in the south of the Site, which has become wooded with semi-mature 
deciduous trees. The wider landscape context throughout this period has remained much the same as 
the 1880s, predominately rural but with some urban expansion of Welshpool and scattered dwellings. 

 Present Context 

1.2.3 The Site, Moors Farm, is an approximately 1 ha area of semi-mature deciduous scattered trees, poor 
semi-improved grassland, hedgerow, and a residential dwelling located in a semi-rural context northeast 
of the town of Welshpool, Powys. To the north of the Site lies residential buildings, agricultural holdings 
with the tree-lined Montgomery Canal open fields of pasture and a woodland belt beyond. To the east 
lies a roundabout and A458 road, arable fields and residential buildings with the River Severn and mixed 
agricultural land beyond. To the south lies an enterprise park and the A438 road and a railway line with 
open pasture fields and the River Severn beyond. To the west lies the Montgomery Canal and open 
pasture fields with scattered dwellings and farms. 

1.3 Ecological Context   

1.3.1 BMD conducted an initial survey on the 23rd of September 2020 with the application site extent since 
increasing. Observations and conclusions from this initial survey are included within this report. A further 
survey was conducted on the 2nd of March 2021. 

1.3.2 Due to the presence of structures with bat roosting potential (cottage (B1) and kiln feature) nocturnal 
bat surveys were also conducted in June 2021 and July 2021.  These surveys are reported in the 
accompanying Ecological Assessment (Ref BMD.20.043.RPE/P1.801.EcoAss). 

1.4 Compliance with Policy, Guidance and Legislation 

1.4.1 A summary of national planning policy and wildlife legislation relating to development projects in Wales 
is provided in Appendix A. The protocols, evaluations and recommendations contained within this report 
were made in accordance with these policies and legislation. 
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2. ECOLOGICAL BASELINE  

2.1 Summary of Most Recent Baseline 

2.1.1 Table 2.1 provides a summary of conclusions drawn from the most recent ecological surveys.   

Table 2.1 Conclusions of most recent ecological assessments: 2021 

Assessment  Conclusions of relevance to the Site 
Badgers There are no confirmed setts in the Site boundary and the majority of the habitat 

type on Site is considered sub-optimal. However Local records for badgers were 
returned by the desk study and some peripheries of the Site offer habitat therefore 
it is considered likely that badgers will use the Site for commuting and foraging. 

Bat – activity An area considered to be important for bat foraging was to the west of the Site 
associated with the Montgomery Canal and mature hedge and tree feature. This 
area of the Site is proposed to be retained and appropriately buffered. 
 

Bat – roosts (initial) The Site was considered to offer moderate bat roosting potential with a cottage (B1) 
offering low bat roosting potential, and a stone kiln feature offering low-moderate 
bat roosting potential.  
There are bat roost potential trees associated with the Montgomery canal which will 
act as a corridor for bats. This area of the Site is proposed to be retained 

Bat Nocturnal Surveys (confirmed 
roosts) 

No bats were recorded using B1 during the June/July 2021 nocturnal surveys and as 
such roosting bats are considered to be absent.  
 
A lesser horseshoe bat night roost was confirmed within the northern most entrance 
of the kiln, with a single bat recorded using the structure during both nocturnal 
survey visits in June and July 2021.  

Birds  Due to the habitat types and use of the Site, it was considered unlikely that the site 
would support significant populations of notable bird species. However, the western 
boundary of the Site along the Montgomery Canal could provide limited habitat for 
common bird species and some notable species and is an area considered likely to 
support nesting birds during the breeding season. 

Botanical  A small number of notable plants were returned within the desk study associated 
with nearby woodland sites. None of these were confirmed on Site during the 2021 
surveys with the likelihood of notable plants being present within the Site 
considered low.  

Great crested newts The desk study did not identify local records for great crested newt.  
Very limited habitat types within the Site itself means the likelihood of great crested 
newts within the Site is considered to be negligible.  

Habitats (Phase 1 Habitat Survey) Habitats present within the Site: 
• Other habitat – recently felled plantation woodland 
• Species poor defunct hedgerow 
• Intact species poor (priority) hedgerow 

• Poor semi-improved grassland 
• Species-rich hedge and tree - Important priority hedgerow  
• Other habitat – residential building, associated garden and hard standing 
• Other habitat – scattered trees, amenity grassland, hard standing, ruderal 

and hardstanding 
• Budlings – dwelling house (B1), shed feature (B2) and a stone kiln feature 

(retained). 

Invertebrates Based on the limited habitat types present within the Site, the presence of notable 
invertebrates known to be locally present (e.g. Common carder bee) was considered 
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Assessment  Conclusions of relevance to the Site 

to be negligible however there is some limited suitability along the western 
boundary of the Site in associated with the Montgomery Canal which is within an 
area of retained habitat. 

Reptiles No Local records for reptiles were returned during the desk study. Furthermore, 
generally the habitats present on Site were considered to be sub-, however some of 
the periphery areas of the Site provided limited habitat. As such the likelihood of 
reptiles being present is considered to be unlikely 

Statutory and non-statutory nature 
conservation sites 

The Montgomery Canal SSSI, SAC is adjacent to the western boundary of the Site. 
There is a proposed wildlife buffer and as such no nature conservation sites will be 
directly or indirectly affected by the proposals.  
  

2.2 Further Surveys 

2.2.1 The Ecological Assessment Report (BMD.20.043.RPE-P1.801) details the further surveys undertaken with 
regard to bats.  

2.2.2 No further surveys are considered necessary to support this CEMP (Ecology) at this stage. 

2.2.3 However, pre-works checks and ongoing ecological supervision during construction works will be 
required as detailed in this document. 
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3. ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION MEASURES 

3.1 Overview 

3.1.1 This Chapter details the key ecological control and protection measures to be undertaken to ensure: 

• No harm comes to faunal species (unprotected species as well as protected and notable species); 

• There is minimal habitat loss and disturbance; 

• No harm comes to the adjacent habitats; 

• Pollution risk is minimised; 

• Ecological best practice is followed;  

• Conformity with current planning requirements pertaining to wildlife; and, 

• No breaches of current wildlife legislation. 

3.1.2 The following mechanisms will ensure implementation of the protection measures: 

• Licence applications – any necessary licences will ensure compliance with European legislation 
(European Protected Species) and domestic legislation (badgers). The licence applications will 
provide detailed and specific protection measures and time frames for the given species if required.  

• Ecological Management Team – an Ecological Management Team will be appointed and will include: 

• Ecological Manager responsible for over-seeing all ecological works. Their role will include but 
not be restricted to: liaison with NRW and other interested parties with an ecological interest, 
writing/approving Ecological permits, Certificates and Rectification notices, preparing licence 
applications, writing and approving tool box talks and providing ecological guidance to the Site 
team.   

• Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) whose role will include but not be restricted to: supervision of 
works in medium to high risk zones, delivering tool box talks, ensuring licence requirements and 
ecological protocol are adhered to and raising quality alerts and stop works (if appropriate) for 
any non-compliance with ecological protocol/permits. 

• Biodiversity Champion (or similar) – a Biodiversity Champion will be appointed within the 
construction team (this can be the Site or Project Manager or representative from the Main 
Contractor). 

• This person will be responsible for ensuring that any Ecological Implementation and Mitigation 
Plan for developing the Site and the information given during the Tool Box talks are adhered to.  

• This person will contact the Ecological Manager if they are in any doubt about ecological/wildlife 
aspects of the works. 

• Ecological Audits – Works will be controlled and audited through a series of documents: 

• Ecological Permits to Work – issued by the Ecological Manager prior to works commencing.  
These will set out details of protection measures and responsibilities for specific site operations. 
They will be time and area limited.   

• Ecological Certificates – issued following completion of location or works covered by an Ecological 
Permit to Work to an acceptable standard. Issued by the Ecological Manager.  
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• Rectification Notices – issued by the Ecological Manager/ECoW where deemed appropriate. 

• Daily Record Sheets – Completed by the ECoW to record actions and observations each day. Used 
to inform Ecological Permits, Certificates and Rectification Notices.  

• Weekly Report - Completed by the ECoW based on the Daily Record Sheets.  

• Monthly Report – Completed by the Ecological Manager highlighting any issues encountered 
during the month and identifying any necessary amendments to management/protection 
measures etc to ensure continued safe guarding of ecological features. To include revised 
Ecological Risk Zone plan as appropriate.  

• Tool box talk – To be given to all Site staff, including those joining later in the project. Site staff to be 
made aware of the safeguard measures put in place and why they are necessary.  

• Ecological Risk Zones – A plan will be produced indicating different areas of ecological risk associated 
with the works.  This will be a ‘live’ plan and will be continually updated throughout the construction 
period to reflect changing situations as mitigation is implemented, e.g. habitat reduction and any 
species re-locations. Where necessary these zones will be clearly marked on the ground using fencing 
appropriate to the situation and level of risk. Fencing may range from ‘spike-and-rope’ to Heras 
fencing. A summary table will accompany the plan detailing specific control measures for each zone.    

3.1.3 The measures detailed focus on legally protected and notable species but will also ensure harm and 
disturbance is minimised to other fauna, such as rabbits, deer and foxes that utilise the SiteThis Chapter 
covers each of the relevant ecological factors listed in Table 2.1. The measures detailed in Sections 3.2 to 
3.9 will also ensure harm and disturbance is minimised to other common fauna that may utilise the Site.    

3.2 Generic Safeguarding Measures 

3.2.1 Ecological tool box talk:  

• To be given to all contractors on Site during their Site induction making them aware of any potential 
for protected/notable habitats and species, the need for protective fencing and pollution 
awareness. This should cover birds, bats, great crested newts, hedgehogs, other fauna and 
retained habitats within the works areas and adjacent areas. 

• Following the tool box talk, Site contractors should have sufficient knowledge and confidence to 
provide a watching brief in low risk areas and during low risk operations and know when to contact 
the Ecological Management Team for guidance and assistance.  

3.2.2 Permits to Work: 

• Prior to any work taking place in ecological risk zones an appropriate Permit to Work will be issued 
by the Ecological Manager and countered signed by the contractor agreeing to any necessary 
mitigation requirements.   

3.2.3 Ecological Risk Zones: 

• A plan will be produced showing areas of high, medium and low ecological risk. Each risk zone will 
have different levels of ecological mitigation and control: 
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• High Risk (red zones) – areas of greatest ecological sensitivity and/or most vulnerable to 
damage. These zones will be subject to the most stringent level of control and supervision 
(typically full-time). Examples of such zones include, but are not restricted to: nesting bird 
habitats (during nesting season), situations requiring a protected species licence, notable and 
protected species directly affected by works, and species that may be sensitive to disturbance 
(e.g. Schedule 1 nesting bird species). Works to stop immediately if any ecological concerns 
arise. 

• Medium Risk (amber zones) – areas of moderate to high ecological value and /or vulnerability 
which may be directly or indirectly affected by the works. Works in these zones will be 
regularly monitored by the ECoW. Examples of such zones include, but not restricted to: 
nesting bird habitats (outside of nesting season); protected/notable species between 100 – 
500 m of the works. Works to stop immediately if any ecological concerns arise. 

• Low Risk (green zones) – areas of low ecological value and/or vulnerability. In these zones 
works will adhere to best practice at all times within only periodic monitoring by the ECoW 
(regularity to be determined by the ECoW in conjunction with the Biodiversity Champion). 
Works to stop immediately if any ecological concerns arise.  

3.2.4 Pollution:  

• The former Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPG) have been withdrawn while they are being 
reviewed and updated. Until such time as new guidance becomes available, standard industry best 
practice in relation to construction sites and dust production/water pollution must be adhered. For 
further guidance refer to the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). Measures to 
include:  

• Throughout the construction period appropriate spill kits to be readily available at all times.  

• Fuel to be appropriately and safely stored to current construction Site standard. 

• Dust damping measures.    

3.2.5 Works between sunset and sunrise: 

• To be avoided. 

• If works cannot be avoided, then there is to be no significant increase in external light and noise 
over and above what is anticipated in the area post construction. It is noted that the baseline of 
light and disturbance levels are likely to already be high in certain areas. 

3.3 Nature Conservation Sites  

3.3.1 General habitat and environmental protection measures will be adhered to as set out in this CEMP to 
ensure no indirect impacts to nearby nature conservation sites. 

3.3.2 A wildlife buffers is situated along the western boundary of the Site (see Site Proposals Plan), with 
approximately 4m stand-off from the significant tree and hedge feature along the boundary of the Site.  
The area of raised embankment/kiln feature will also be retained in the south-western corner of the Site.   
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3.3.3 As such, by virtue of these physical barriers and also the fact at the development area is situated at a 
lower grade than the canal feature which is raised above the plot level, significant direct impacts are not 
anticipated and indirect impacts are considered minimised and will be further negated through 
implementation of this CEMP. 

3.4 Habitats – Retained and Adjacent to Site  

3.4.1 Retained habitat areas are illustrated on the Site Proposals Plan. Key areas requiring protection include 
retained hedgerows within the eastern portion of the Site.    

3.4.2 AIM: To ensure no direct or indirect impacts occur to the retained habitats or those adjacent to Site 
specifically the Montgomery Canal SSSI SAC.  

3.4.3 RATIONALE:  

• To protect the integrity of retained and adjacent habitats. 

• To ensure no long-term/delayed damage occurs to habitats.  

3.4.4 APPROACH: 

3.4.5 Trees/shrubs:  

• Tree and shrub root protection zones to be clearly marked with fencing throughout the 
development works, e.g. Heras fencing. Fencing to follow British Standard BS5837:2012 Trees in 
relation to design, demolition and construction.  

• No spoil to be deposited or works to take place within the root protection zones of retained trees 
and shrubs. 

3.4.6 Air and waterborne pollution: 

• Standard industry best practice in relation to construction sites and dust production/water 
pollution will minimise impacts to retained/adjacent habitats.  

3.5 Badgers 

3.5.1 RISK AREAS: Works footprint hedgerows and within 30-50 m beyond these areas. Anywhere on Site 
where trenches/excavations are created.  

3.5.2 AIM: To ensure badgers have not moved in and created setts that may be disturbed or destroyed as part 
of the proposed works. This could result in a breach in legislation and require a licence from NRW to allow 
works to proceed. To ensure no harm comes to any badgers that may transit through the Site during the 
construction works.  

3.5.3 RATIONALE:  

• To safeguard direct harm and indirect disturbance to badgers.  

• To ensure wildlife legislation (notably Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and Wild Mammals 
(Protection) Act 1996) is not breached.  
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3.5.4 APPROACH: Prior to works commencing the area will be checked by the Ecological Clerk of Works for the 
presence of badgers to ensure no other badger activity areas are present. Search area to extend 30-50 m 
beyond the works footprint. 

• General protection measures during construction shall include: 

• Any trenches and excavations are to be covered at night and when construction staff are not 
on Site and/or a means of escape provided for any animals that may fall in. Escape ramps 
should be no greater than an angle of 45o. Covering trenches and excavations is preferable as 
harm may come to some animals if they fall in; risk of harm is greater with 
trenches/excavations over 1 m deep and if water collects. Trenches to be checked for trapped 
animals at the start of each day.  

• Pipes to be capped or covered at night and when construction staff are not on Site to prevent 
badgers (and other fauna) entering and becoming trapped.  

• Conditions not created that may be utilised by badger, e.g. piles of soft earth. If such features 
are unavoidable, they should be appropriately fenced to prevent badgers gaining access.   

3.6 Bats 

3.6.1 RISK AREAS: Hedgerows, trees, buildings and the vegetation in association with the Montgomery Canal  

3.6.2 AIM: To minimise disturbance to bats that may be using key habitat areas for commuting and foraging 
and to ensure roost sites are adequately protected during construction or appropriately replaced if lost 
to construction (through appropriate licenced works).  

3.6.3 RATIONALE:  

• To safeguard direct harm and indirect disturbance to bats.  

• To maintain the favourable conservation status of bats on site. 

• To ensure wildlife legislation (notably Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended and European 
Legislation) is not breached.  

3.6.4 APPROACH: 

3.6.5 Lighting: 

• No additional flood lighting to be used between sunset and sunrise without agreement with the 
ECoW.   

• The northern boundary of the Site in close proximity to potential bat roosts to remain as dark 
corridors during construction works.  

3.6.6 Bat Roosts: 

• Evidence of a bat roost were confirmed during the nocturnal surveys.  

• Building Demolitions: 

• Where possible undertaking demolition works outside of the bat activity season. 
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• Pre-works (regardless of timing of year) a bat survey of the roof void of B1 to be undertaken 
to confirm no change in status and confirm bats remain absent.  

• All works likely to cause disturbance will be undertaken under the supervision of an 
appropriate experienced and licenced bat ecologist.  

• Kiln feature: 

• The kiln feature is to be retained and fully protected during the construction stage. 

• Construction and operational stage conditions should not have light levels above the 
current baseline. 

• Any security lights should be directional and timed to avoid being left on overnight. 

• Light spill from the new development and cars that will access the site should be 
avoided/minimised onto the kilns. 

• Bat mitigation measures will be included within the proposed development in order to avoid 
any disturbance to bats and their resting places and avoid the requirement for a 
development licence from Natural Resources Wales 

• Specific measures should be used to avoid disturbance from any new installation of artificial 
lighting as well as the lights of vehicles using the site by ensuring that existing light levels at 
the front of the kilns are not exceeded, or are reduced, and a dark ‘corridor’ for bats 
commuting between the kilns and off site habitat to the north is maintained.  

• Measures to be determined at detailed implementation stage under guidance from bat 
ecologist to include changing the design / layout of the proposals, the type and positioning 
of new lighting installations and appropriate screening placed between the front of the kilns 
and dark ‘corridor’ and the sources of any artificial light.  

• If bats or evidence of roosting bats are found elsewhere at any stage on Site: 

• All works, that are likely to cause disturbance and/or within the zone of influence of the bats, 
MUST stop and not re-commence until advice has been received from the ECoW /Ecological 
Manager.  

• Liaison with NRW may be necessary. 

• A European Protected Species Licence may be necessary before works can re-commence. 

3.7 Other Fauna (including hedgehogs and common amphibians)  

3.7.1 RISK AREAS: Shrub areas within the residential garden as well as peripheral areas associated with the 
Montgomery Canal.  

3.7.2 AIM: Other common fauna (e.g. common amphibians such as common toads and hedgehogs) from harm 
during site clearance and construction works. 

3.7.3 RATIONALE:  

• To safeguard direct harm/disturbance and indirect disturbance to great crested newts and their 
habitat.  
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• To ensure wildlife legislation (notably Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended and European 
Legislation) is not breached.   

• Minimise harm to other fauna 

3.7.4 APPROACH:  

3.7.5 Phase 1:  

• Check for presence of common/widespread/highly-mobile fauna. Any animals present to be 
removed or encouraged to move to a place of safety following best practice at the time. 

• Vegetation to be cut to a height of 150 mm, in a continuous direction allowing any fauna to 
disperse. All cut material to be removed immediately off-site/to an area that will not be affected 
by the proposed works.  

• Check for potential refugia sites and dismantle with care and in a controlled manner. This typically 
needs to be completed using handheld tools.  

• Hedgehog:   

• If active hedgehogs are encountered, works that are likely to cause disturbance and/or within 
the zone of influence of the hedgehog MUST stop and not re-commence until advice has been 
received from the ECoW.  

• If required, the ECoW will carefully move the hedgehog by hand from the construction area 
to nearby retained habitat features away from construction works.   

• If a hibernating hedgehog is encountered (i.e. during the months of November to February) 
works MUST stop and the ECoW will assess the situation. If the hedgehog can be left in-situ 
then the nesting material will be carefully replaced and suitable food/water will be left in the 
area as a precaution should the hedgehog come out of hibernation. The nest area will be 
monitored by the ECoW until it is evident that that hedgehog has moved on. If the hedgehog 
is left in-situ then habitat connectivity must be maintained, i.e. it must not become isolated 
by being surrounded by areas of high-risk and/or low suitability. If there is an imperative 
reason for the clearance works to continue then the ECoW would be required to carefully 
relocate the hedgehog within its nesting material to an appropriately sheltered location away 
from the works area. Food and water would be left in the vicinity of the relocation site as a 
precaution should the hedgehog come out of hibernation.  

3.7.6 Phase 2: 

• Second check for presence of common/widespread/highly-mobile fauna. Any animals present to 
be removed to a place of safety following best practice at the time (see above for hedgehog 
requirements). 

• Vegetation to be cut to ground level.  

3.7.7 Phase 3: 

• Vegetation to be maintained short at ground level until works commence within the area to ensure 
that it remains unfavourable for common/widespread/highly-mobile fauna that may re-disperse 
into the area. Use of appropriate/approved herbicide may be acceptable; to be determined by the 
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Ecological Manager/Landscape Architect at the time. If vegetation starts to grow the area will need 
to be re-checked for the presence of fauna before works commence. 

3.7.8 Throughout construction period: 

• Creation of habitat that fauna (including small animals, reptiles/amphibians) may use for refuge, 
e.g. piles of construction material or loose-packed spoil, should be avoided.  

• Regular checks for fauna during works with regard to open trenches, pipes etc. 

• If evidence of specifically protected species comes to light (e.g. great crested newt) during the 
development, then works that are likely to cause disturbance and/or are within the zone of 
influence of the animals should stop until advice has been sought from the ECoW.  

3.8 Nesting Birds (General)  

3.8.1 RISK AREAS: Existing vegetation within and immediately adjacent to the works footprint.  Buildings within 
the workfootprint. 

3.8.2 AIM: To ensure birds are not utilising the vegetation within/immediately adjacent to works for nesting.   

3.8.3 RATIONALE:  

• To safeguard direct harm and indirect disturbance to nesting birds.  

• To ensure wildlife legislation (notably Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended) is not 
breached.  

3.8.4 APPROACH: 

3.8.5 Works in proximity to trees/shrubs/structures/hedges and grassland during the core nesting season 
(March to August inclusive): 

• Immediately prior to works commencing (within 48 hours) an inspection by the ECoW to check for 
any evidence of nesting or nest building birds. If evidence is found, works may be delayed.  

3.8.6 If nesting birds are found at any stage during construction works: 

• All works that are likely to cause disturbance and/or are within the zone of influence of the birds, 
MUST stop and not re-commence until advice has been received from the ECoW.  

• Depending on the species, situation, stage of nesting and works in immediate vicinity it is likely 
that an exclusion zone will be put up around the nest and works will be stopped or restricted within 
the exclusion zone. 

3.9 Reptiles 

3.9.1 RISK AREAS: High risk areas – hedgerows and edge habitats along the Montgomery Canal, debris piles 
and rough grassland areas within the Site. 
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3.9.2 AIM: To protect reptiles from harm during site clearance and construction works and to ensure that 
sufficient quality, quantity and connectivity of habitat is provided to accommodate reptiles on the Site 
with no net loss of the local reptile conservation status. 

3.9.3 RATIONALE:  

• To safeguard direct harm to reptiles.  

• To ensure wildlife legislation (notably the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended) is not 
breached.   

3.9.4 APPROACH: 

3.9.5 Mitigation measures in relation to loss of habitat areas known to support reptiles will include:  

• Risk area mapping: as part of the assignment of risk areas (see Section 3.2), reptile risk areas will 
also be taken into consideration to ensure the appropriate level of mitigation is implemented as 
set out below. 

3.9.6 The following works to be undertaken during the reptile active period – March to October inclusive. 

3.9.7 Displacement:  

• At present, displacement works is considered to be the most appropriate method given the 
retention of large higher value habitat that reptiles can be moved into. These areas would be 
subject to enhancements including scrub/grass management and creation of log piles and 
hibernacula features.    

• Where only small areas of habitat on the periphery of retained core habitat areas are being 
affected, mitigation works will include displacement of reptiles from work areas into adjacent 
retained habitats through gradual reduction of vegetation in a phased/directional manner which 
is covered in section 3.7 

• This approach also relates to low-risk areas (3.2.) 

• Such works would be conducted during the reptile active period (March to October inclusive).  The 
works are described in detail in Section 3.2 and will include directional clearance of vegetation and 
phased height reduction which will encourage displacement of reptiles (and other species) toward 
retained habitat features. Such works would be planned and overseen by the Ecological Clerk of 
Works.   

3.10 Invasive Species 

3.10.1 RISK AREAS: High risk areas – hedgerows and edge habitats, debris piles and rough grassland areas within 
the Site. 

3.10.2 AIM: To ensure any invasive non-native species (INNS) is identified and appropriately managed during 
construction works. 

3.10.3 RATIONALE:  



Moors farm 
Welshpool, Powys 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (Ecology) 

 

BMD.20.043.RPE/MP.801.CEMP 
August 2021 14 

• To ensure any INNS is identified and its spread controlled/eradicated.   

3.10.4 APPROACH: 

3.10.5 The baseline survey works conducted to date have not identified any INNS at the Site.   

3.10.6 As such the following are precautionary measures at this stage; 

• Any soil used in works shall only be used where known to be free of INNS 

• Planning of operations to reduce the risk of picking up and spreading INNS; 

• Checking that equipment, clothing and footwear for soil, seeds and live organisms; 

• Cleaning, washing and drying all equipment, footwear and clothing thoroughly; 

• Before and after being used for works, vehicles should be thoroughly cleaned; and 

• Should any INNS be identified at a later stage in the works a Biosecurity Management Plan will be 
produced and submitted to the LPA to cover (but not be limited to) the following; 

• The objectives of the proposed management;  

• An evaluation of the options for control/containment/eradication; 

• Descriptions of the actions/operations to be taken; 

• A risk assessment of the proposed action; 

• Means to evaluate success; 

• An assessment of potential INNS pathways and recommendations to minimise spread of 
INNS during the proposed control methods; 

• Means to prevent re-colonisation; 

• Proposed monitoring schedule; 

• Ongoing treatment schedules where required; 

• Proposals to re-vegetate treated areas (if required); 

• Site specific maps (at appropriate scales). 
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4. SUMMARY OF PROTECTION MEASURES 

4.1.1 Table 4.1 provides an over-view summary of protection measures required to safeguard wildlife and 
habitats within and in the immediate environs of the proposed works. 

4.1.2 This Table must not be read/used in isolation; it is a brief summary of the specific details and protection 
measures detailed in Chapter 3. 

Table 4.1 Summary of protection measures and the stages of works that they are implemented 

Measure  
Before any work 
on Site 

Before any works 
to grassland 

Before any works 
in proximity to 
trees/shrub 

Before works 
near to main lake 
shoreline 

Throughout 
works period 

Tool box talks     3.1 *, 3.2* 

Appointment of 
biodiversity 
champion 

3.1 
 

 
 

 

Licence applications 
Badger, Bats, 

3.5, 3.6 
 

 
 

 

Work to conditions/ 
method statement of 
Badger, Bat 
mitigation 
measures/Licenses 

3.5, 3.6 

 

 

 

3.5, 3.6 

Issuing of Ecological 
Permits etc. 

 
 

 
 

3.1, 3.2 

Pollution prevention     3.1, 3.10 

Works to be avoided 
between sunset and 
sunrise 

 
 

 
 

3.2, 3.6 

Erect protection 
fencing around 
retained 
habitats/trees 

3.4, 3.6 

 

 

 

 

No access/plant 
storage/material 
storage in fenced off 
areas 

 

 

 

 

3.4, 3.6 

Check for badgers 3.5     

Controlled habitat 
reduction  

3.7, 3.2 3.7, 3.2  3.7, 3.2  

No creation of 
temporary features 
that may be used by 
fauna for refuge^ 

 

 

 

 

3.2 

Check for nesting 
birds 

 3.8 3.8 3.8  

Use of flood lights to 
be avoided 

 
 

 
 

3.2, 3.6 

Escape 
ramps/covering 
trenches/excavations
/capping/pipes etc. 

 

 

 

 

3.5 
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Measure  
Before any work 
on Site 

Before any works 
to grassland 

Before any works 
in proximity to 
trees/shrub 

Before works 
near to main lake 
shoreline 

Throughout 
works period 

Daily check for fauna, 
INNS, notable 
trenches, pipes etc. 

 
 

 
 

3.5, 3.7, 3.10 

Notes 
Numbers refer to sections in Chapter 3 of the current document  
* To be provided to all staff working on site (incorporated into general induction process where possible) 
^ Other than those specifically designed for them as part of the biodiversity enhancement measures 
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5. GLOSSARY  

5.1 Scientific Terms and Acronyms 
Badger sett An underground complex of tunnels utilised by badger as a den and accessed by one or 

more entrances at ground surface level. 
CIEEM Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management, the professional organisation 

and provider of professional codes of conduct for ecological consultancy. 
EPS European Protected Species For the purposes of this report EPS are species that require particular 

licences to allow certain works to go ahead. Species falling within the following situations 
are not considered as EPS within this report: 

INNS Invasive Non-native Species 
Level of protection – ‘EU’ Protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

(2017). 
Level of protection – ‘UK’ Protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
Notable species A species which is listed as a UK Priority Species, carries an unfavourable conservation 

status (e.g. scarce, rare, threatened, Red-listed), is invasive or is otherwise worthy of note 
from an ecological perspective. 

Protected species A species protected under specific UK or European legislation, including Habitats 
Directive, Wildlife and Countryside Act.  

SAC Special Area of Conservation. Designated under European Union Habitat Directive (92/43/EEC) to 
protect species and habitat of European interest. 

SSSI Site of Species Scientific Interest. Statutory designation of biological or geological importance. 
UK Priority Habitat and species A habitat or species identified as a priority for conservation in 

accordance with Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006). 
Section 40 of the Act places a duty on public authorities to have regard for the conservation 
objectives of these habitats and species. (Also known as Section 41 (S41) habitats/species). 

5.2 Scientific Names 

5.2.1 Table 5.1. lists the species mentioned in this report.  

Table 5.1 Scientific names of species mentioned within this report 

English name Scientific name 

Amphibians 

Common toad Bufo bufo 
Great crested newt Triturus cristatus 
Mammals (excl. bats) 

Badger Meles meles 
Hedgehog  Erinaceus europaeus 
Bats 

Chiroptera sp. Chiroptera sp. 
Lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros 
Invertebrates 
Common carder bee Bombus pascuorum 
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A. RELEVANT WILDLIFE POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

A.1.1 Tables A1.1 and A1.2 provide a summary of wildlife legislation and policy of relevance to development at 
the Site.  

Table A1.1 Overview of species/species groups relevant to the current proposals and associated 
legislation and policy  

Species/Species group European UK1 Priority species2 

Amphibians  Various Incl. common toad 

Badger    

Bats (all species)  Full Species dependent 

Birds  Full Species dependent, incl. 
House sparrow 

Mammals (general)  Species-dependent Incl. hedgehog 

Reptiles (excluding sand 
lizard and smooth snake) 

 Partial – incl. killing and 
injury 

 

Notes 
1  Principally the Wildlife and Countryside Act: Full = full protection, either from the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) alone or in combination between 

this act and European legislation; partial = partially protected. = covered by other specific legislation. 
2 Includes over 900 species listed in accordance with Environment (Wales) Act 2016 which superseded section 41 of the NERC Act (2006). Species known or most likely 
to utilise the Site are indicated where appropriate. 

Table A1.2 Relevant species legislation for development at the Site to be refined on a site by site basis 

Species / 
group 

Legislation see notes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Amphibians               

Badger               

Bats (all 
species) 

              

Birds (nesting)               

Hedgehog               

Plants               

Reptiles               

Notes 
1 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 
2 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Part 1 
3 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 1 (some species, none recorded within the Site) 
4 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 5, Section 9 
5 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 5, Section 9 (4b, 4c) and (5) 
6 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 5, Section 9 (1, in respect of killing and injuring) and (5) 
7 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 6, Section 11 
8 Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) – Schedule 9, Section 14 
9 Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 – Schedule 2 (European protected species) 
10 Environment (Wales) Act 2016 list of the living organisms of principal importance for the purpose of maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in relation to Wales 
11 Invasive Species regulations: EU Regulation (1143/2014) on invasive alien (non-native) species 
12 Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
13 Environmental Protection Act 1990 
14 Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 
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A.1.2 The key national planning policies and documents are: 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (2019); and 

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 7 replaces the duty in section 42 of the NERC Act 2006. 
Section 7 provides a lists of living organisms and types of habitat in Wales, which are considered 
of key significance to sustain and improve biodiversity in relation to Wales.  

 


	CONTENTS
	Appendices
	TABLES
	1. INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background
	1.2 Site context
	Proposed Development
	Historic Context
	Present Context

	1.3 Ecological Context
	1.4 Compliance with Policy, Guidance and Legislation

	2. ECOLOGICAL BASELINE
	2.1 Summary of Most Recent Baseline
	2.2 Further Surveys

	3. ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION MEASURES
	3.1 Overview
	3.2 Generic Safeguarding Measures
	3.3 Nature Conservation Sites
	3.4 Habitats – Retained and Adjacent to Site
	3.5 Badgers
	3.6 Bats
	3.7 Other Fauna (including hedgehogs and common amphibians)
	3.8 Nesting Birds (General)
	3.9 Reptiles
	3.10 Invasive Species

	4. SUMMARY OF PROTECTION MEASURES
	5. GLOSSARY
	5.1 Scientific Terms and Acronyms
	5.2 Scientific Names

	6. REFERENCES & BIBLIOGRAPHY
	APPENDICES

