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1.0 BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 This study has been undertaken to assess the potential landscape and visual impact effects 

associated with an outline planning application to Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough 

Council for residential development on land adjacent to Gelynog Court, Beddau. The report 

has been prepared by Gill Mackley (CMLI) of Mackley Davies Associates Ltd, a registered 

practice of the Landscape Institute.    

 

1.2 ‘The site’ refers to an outline planning application for 12 dwellings, with associated access, 

parking, amenity areas and drainage infrastructure. The National Grid Reference is ST 05942 

85698, nearest postcode CF38 2AE.  

 

2.0 METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 

2.1 The assessment has been produced in line with the published ‘Guidelines for Landscape and 

Visual impact Assessment’ (referred to as GLVIA) produced by the Landscape Institute (2103 

3rd edition). 

 

2.2 The GLVIA publication defines landscape and visual impacts as changes to the fabric, 

character and quality of the landscape as a result of development and is based on a mix of 

desk based study and field work.  

 

The impact assessment is principally concerned with: 

 

− Direct impacts upon specific landscape elements 

− Effects on the overall pattern of components that give rise to landscape character and 

regional and local distinctiveness 

− Impacts on acknowledged areas of special landscape value such as designated 

landscapes, site of conservation interest or sites of cultural interest 

− Direct intrusion or obstruction on views within the landscape  

− The effect on specific visual receptors 

− The overall impact on visual amenity 

 

The GLVIA produces an evaluation of landscape effects and visual effects: 

− Landscape effects: consist of the changes in the fabric, character and quality of the 

landscape which is predicted would result from the construction and operation of the 

proposal. 

− Visual effects: the predicted effects on views available from publicly accessible areas, 

residential dwellings ie. visual receptors and public general visual amenity, and heritage 

assets. 
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2.3 Assessment of impact 

Landscape and visual impacts are a function of sensitivity combined with the magnitude of change. 

This is a subjective judgement, but one that is based on robust, transparent and professional 

judgement. The categories for significance used are detailed in Appendix 1 and are used whether the 

impact is negative, neutral, beneficial, short or long term. 

2.4 Survey work  

Following a desk top review of existing maps and documents, a driving and walking tour of the study 

area was undertaken early November 2020, in good weather conditions. 

A selection of photographs on photo sheets 1-8 show views from and towards the site taken from 

key points, locations are shown on the attached Plans 1 and 7.   

2.5 Limitations  

The assessment is based on views from publicly accessible locations but does not necessarily identify 

all locations from where the proposals are potentially visible from. Where there is likely to be an 

impact on private views this is noted and assessed where possible.  

3.0 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.1 The indicative layout is shown on Plan 8, covering around 1.0ha.  

3.2 The layout has been designed to: 

- provide sufficient space for a replacement hedge along Penycoedcae Road 

- successfully retain the mature tree line to the south at the boundary with the secondary 

school 

- provide single storey bungalow dwellings to reduce visual impacts from the west 

- although the site is sloping, the dwellings, gardens and road infrastructure have all been 

located on the main site terrace before levels drop away quickly to the west. 

3.3 The proposal is an outline application for the construction of 12 dwellings: 

- 2 semi-detached affordable homes  

- 6 detached five bedroom homes 

- 4 detached bungalow style three bedroom homes 

3.3  Vehicular access will be from Penycoedcae Road. A new footpath is proposed which will 

require removal of the roadside hedge, but will provide a safer route for pedestrians and also help 

meet visibility splay requirements. Parking will be provided within building plots with on-street 

visitor spaces at three locations. 

3.4 Surface drainage measures will include provision of an attenuation pond, located below the 

main site to the west, along with a network of bioretention planters and swales across the 

development. 
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3.5 Garden boundaries, including those fronting onto Penycoedcae Road will be defined by close 

board fencing.  

3.6 Proposals will also include undergrounding of existing overhead electricity wires.  

 

4.0 OVERALL LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL BASELINE  

4.1 Landscape Setting 

The site lies to the north of Beddau, a large former mining village around 2.4km north east from 

Llantrisant, occupying higher ground between the Nant Myddlyn and Nant Muchudd. The village 

housing stock is not distinctive, with more historic stone built cottages at the edge of the village.  

To the north of the site, adjacent housing at Gelynog Court is a small (6no) cul-de-sac 1980-90’s 

development of bungalows set behind close board fencing. Older properties in this area include two 

semi-detached older stone villas on the opposite side of the road, set behind a stone wall, and a 

number of stone built cottages (formerly Gelynog Cottages) to the west which have been 

modernised and extended.  The property immediately adjoining the site to the north is accessed 

separately from Penycoedcae Road. 

To the south of the site lies the playing fields of Bryn Celynnog Comprehensive School, the athletics 

track is very visible from the wider countryside.  

To the west lies sloping pasture with tree lined stream corridors, small irregular shaped fields are 

defined by good condition hedgerows with trees. Mature hedgerow and field trees are an important 

landscape feature. The landscape to the east is more disturbed, with the former Cwm Coke Works 

dominating the valley floor and a gypsy and traveller site to the south east. 

Penycoedcae Road is a lit, narrow lane with no footpath and overhanging trees and hedges, the road 

is busy with local traffic including buses and connects to Pontypridd 6.4km to the north.  

4.2 The site  

The site is immediately bounded by housing to the north, the road to the east, school grounds to the 

south, and stream to the west with undulating pasture beyond. 

The site occupies one field parcel, a mosaic of semi-improved grassland and wet pasture, marshy 

grassland, dense scrub, occasional scattered young alder and willow, and boundary hedgerows, with 

a stream along the west boundary and wet woodland dominated by alder. 

The east boundary with Penycoedcae Road has a species poor, narrow hedgerow on hedge bank 

with occasional young ash, recently flail cut. Dominant species are hazel, holly, hawthorn with 

understorey of ivy and ferns. 

The south boundary is defined by a line of mature trees, dominated by 12-16m high oak, with some 

ash and silver birch, and an understorey of gappy outgrown hedge bank with hazel and holly. The 

hedge helps screen the school secure boundary fence. 
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For more detail refer to the Tree Report by Mackley Davies 2020 and Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal by MPS Ecology.  

Existing ground within the site is sloping from a maximum 140.25m at the site entrance to 133.00 in 

the south west corner leading onto a 3m slope down to the wet alder woodland. The topographic 

survey is shown on Plan 7.  

 

The geology is till over a mix of mudstone, siltstone, sandstone, the soils are slowly permeable 

seasonally wet acid loamy and clayey soils associated with seasonally wet pastures and woodlands 

and typical of 15% Wales.  

4.3 Public access network – refer to Plan 1  

 

The site will be accessed from Penycoedcae Road which is lit but has no dedicated footpath. 

Public rights of way in the vicinity are all footpaths, reference numbers are shown on Plan 5: 

- Footpath from Gelynog Court heading west to access wider countryside network [207, 208, 

203 heading north and 209 heading south] 

- Footpath from Castellau Road heading north to join Gelynog Court [205, 210, 207] 

- Open access land at Llantrisant Common 

 

There are no National Cycle Network Sustrans routes in the area. 

 

4.4  Designated and non-designated heritage  

 

Mapping from Historic Wales (Plan 4) shows listed buildings/structures and Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments (SAM), the nearest is a grade II listed building at Ysgol Gyfun Bryn Celynnog with no 

inter-visibility with the site.   

 

Ordnance Survey mapping from 1900 (Plan 3) shows little change apart from housing development 

at Gelynog Court, the school playing fields, and gypsy/traveller site. 

The nearest nationally designated site of nature conservation is Llantrisant Common and Pastures 

SSSI which lies further than 0.5km from the site and will not be affected by the proposals. Locally 

designated Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) sites also lie further than 0.5km from 

the site. 

5.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

 

5.1 In addition to the landscape baseline described in section 4.0, additional information on 

broader scale landscape character is drawn from the LANDMAP information for Rhondda Cynon Taf 

County Borough Council. LANDMAP is published by Natural Resources Wales (formerly the 

Countryside Council for Wales) and available on-line. LANDMAP describes and evaluates five aspects 

of the landscape, the key aspect for this type of proposal is the Visual and Sensory aspect. 
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5.2 The extract below is from the RCT County Borough Council LANDMAP for the Visual and 

Sensory aspect area which includes the site. Note that evaluation criteria range from Low, 

Moderate, High through to Outstanding and that the descriptions cover a much wider geographic 

area than the setting to the site. 

 

CYNONVS633 Nant Muchudd - Mosaic lowland valleys 

Summary Description 

Valley sides with rural feel evoked by grazed fields and woodland blocks and riparian 

vegetation and common land.  

 

Evaluation  

Moderate - attractive and generally unspoilt but not strongly distinctive.  

 

Recommendations 

Principal management – continuation of farming and common grazing 

Guideline – medium term ensure no encroachment of industrial and other developments 

 

Summary of all LANDMAP aspects areas at the site: 

 

Aspect  Description Evaluation 

Visual and Sensory  CYNONVS633  

Nant Muchudd  

Mosaic lowland valleys 

Moderate  

Landscape Habitats CYNONLH094 

Improved Grassland  

Moderate 

Historic Landscape  CYNONHL649 

Nant Castellau and Nant Muchudd 

Irregular fieldscapes 

- 

Geological Landscape  CYNONGL032 Upper Ely 

Glacial Mountain Valley  

Moderate 

Cultural Landscape CYNONCL075 

Nant Muchudd 

Mosaic Lowland Valleys  

Moderate 

 

 6.0 PLANNING CONTEXT  

 

Refer to Plan 5. 

 

6.1 Relevant landscape policies from the Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council Local 

Development Plan (adopted 2011) are:  

 AW5 - New Development 

 AW6 - Design and Placemaking 

 AW 8 - Protection and Enhancement of the Natural Environment 

 NSA 25 - Special Landscape Areas 
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6.2 The Council has also prepared Supplementary Planning Guidance on the following topics 

which are relevant to the application: 

 

1  Design and Placemaking 

6  Nature Conservation  

 

6.3 The site lies at the east edge of an extensive area defined as a Special Landscape Area (SLA) 

reference SSA 23.6 ‘Mynydd Glyn and Nant Muchudd Basin’ – refer Appendix 2 for detail and 

covered by Policy NSA 25. Development in SLA’s is expected to conform to the highest standards of 

design, siting, layout and materials appropriate to the character of the area. The adjacent housing at 

Gelynog Court also lies within the SLA. 

 

The key characteristic of the SLA relevant to the site is: 

- ‘in basin there is a very attractive network of narrow winding lanes, small irregular fields 

bounded by large mixed hedges and many trees, scattered farms, unlike any other part of 

RCT’  

 

Relevant key policies and management to the site are: 

- ‘ensure no large-scale developments spoil integrity and seclusion of basin and surrounding 

slopes’ 

- ‘conserve old patterns of farmland with large hedges and many trees’ 

 

     

7.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER IMPACTS 

 

7.1 This section looks at the ability of the landscape character outlined in section 5.0 to 

accommodate the proposed development change of green field to housing without detriment to the 

key landscape characteristics. The proposal is for an outline planning application. An indicative 

layout is shown on Plan 8. 

 

7.2 The LANDMAP evaluation for the Visual/Sensory aspect area ‘CYNONVS633 Nant Muchudd  

mosaic lowland valleys’ at the site is ‘Moderate’. Recommendations are to continue farming and 

common grazing, and in the medium term to ensure no encroachment of industrial and other 

developments. 

 

7.3 Relevant key landscape characteristics of the ‘Mynydd Glyn and Nant Muchudd Basin’ 

Special Landscape Area is the network of narrow winding lanes, small irregular fields bounded by 

large mixed hedges and many trees. Relevant key policies and management to the site are to ensure 

no large-scale developments spoil the integrity and seclusion of the basin and surrounding slopes, 

and to conserve old patterns of farmland with large hedges and many trees. 
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7.4 The site lies at the edge of the Special Landscape Area (refer Plan 5) with clearly defined 

boundaries to the north, south and east and will be contained within one field parcel. Housing 

development will appear as an extension to housing at Gelynog Court and will be perceived as a 

small scale extension to the built environment of Beddau, linked to the character of the village 

through the school, formal playing fields and athletics track to the south, and the gypsy/traveller site 

to the south-east.  

7.5 The indicative layout on Plan 8 has been designed around a number of site constraints, 

including retention of the mature tree lined southern boundary, providing a sufficient set-back from 

Penycoedcae Road to enable planting of a replacement native hedge, working within the main site 

terrace area to maintain an adequate buffer onto pasture land to the west, and retain alder 

dominated wet woodland. 

7.6 Removal of the roadside hedge and bank flora will provide an adequate visibility splay and 

open up opportunities for a much needed footpath. The hedge is species poor and although is a key 

landscape characteristic, proposed native tree, hedgerow and groundcover planting on a set-back 

line will compensate for any losses.   

7.7 Removal of a small group of birch and cypress trees within the front garden of the adjacent 

property will be required to provide an adequate visibility splay. Proposed tree and hedge planting 

on a set-back line will compensate for any losses.    

7.8 Mitigation measures will be needed to ensure the proposals retain the mature tree 

boundary to the south, vegetated stream corridor and wet woodland to the west, replacement road 

frontage hedge, along with the use of low single storey buildings to the west and a planted 

landscape buffer onto pasture, careful ground modelling, and new locally native tree and hedgerow 

planting to soften building elevations and parking.  

7.9 Summary 

 

The sensitivity of the landscape to the change proposed could be assessed as Medium (due to the 

designation as a Special Landscape Area), the evaluation of ‘Moderate’ by LANDMAP for the Visual 

and Sensory layer, and the contribution to the wider landscape made by site trees in particular the 

mature oaks along the south boundary.  

 

The magnitude of change will be noticeable and long-term, so is assessed as Medium although 

impacts will be local and site based. 

 

Provided mitigation measures are undertaken, the overall impact on landscape character is assessed 

as Adverse Minor, a localised adverse change to the existing overall character with good scope for 

mitigation. 
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8.0 VISUAL ANALYSIS  

 

8.1 The following outlines the key likely impacts on views and amenity. The visual impact will 

correspond to the direction of viewing by the user and be affected by weather conditions for 

example fog and rain will affect the clarity of the view. Note that the visual assessment has been 

undertaken at a time of year when deciduous trees and shrubs are not in leaf. Visual impacts may be 

less evident when vegetation is in leaf.  

 

8.2 Photos looking into and out from the site are shown on sheets 1-8.   

 

8.3 There will be a glimpsed change of view from a limited section of public footpath 208 where 

vegetation clearance for overhead power lines has cleared a view into the site. Views from other 

footpaths and Open Access land are blocked by level changes, dense tree cover, or buildings.  

 

8.4 There will be a change of view from dwellings which overlook the site. The main visual 

impacts will affect the immediately adjacent property. Private views are not assessed but photos 

looking out from the site show where the site may be visible from, in particular photo 13. 

 

8.5 There will be a change to the view alongside the site from Penycoedcae Road, although the 

roadside hedgerow to the south and buildings at Gelynog Court to the north will restrict wider views 

in.   

 

8.6 There is potential for glimpsed views under the mature tree canopy from the school playing 

fields, although most views will be blocked in summer by the gappy and outgrown hedge.  

 

8.7 There will be a visual benefit for residents and others through the undergrounding of 

overhead wires at the site.  

 

8.8  The key view points from where the site could be seen are identified below. The existing 

view, proposed view, and residual impacts after mitigation are all assessed. 
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Table 1 - Key view points 

Ref no.  Current View  

Proposed View 

Distance/

height to 

closest 

point of 

the site 

Potential for  

mitigation  

Residual issues 

once mitigation 

measures 

established 

Penycoedcae 

Road leaving 

Beddau 

 

Photo 1 

Enclosed view along the road, 

country lane character with 

foreground dominated by 

travellers site 

 

No change to the view  

100m 

 

10m below 

site 

n/a n/a 

Penycoedcae 

Road at the site 

 

Photo 2 

Enclosed view along the road, 

country lane character but with 

street lighting and Gelynog 

Court garden planting 

 

Open view for around 80m into 

the site, views to rear 

elevations, roof scape, garden 

fencing, new public roadside 

path 

10m 

 

Level with 

site 

Room is required 

for hedgerow 

replacement on a 

low bank, reusing 

or replacing 

ground flora, with 

occasional trees 

where space 

allows, using semi-

mature stock for 

instant impact   

Glimpsed views 

above new hedge 

of elevations and 

roof scape 

 

Open view at new 

access road will 

remain 

Penycoedcae 

Road at 

Gelynog Court  

 

Photo 3 

Enclosed view along the road, 

country lane character with 

foreground dominated by 

Gelynog Court housing and 

garden fencing 

 

Loss of front garden tree group,  

view along new public roadside 

path, potential oblique view of 

frontage plots 

 

80m 

 

Level with 

site  

Replacement 

garden planting 

using semi-mature 

stock for instant 

impact, and new 

hedge and tree 

planting around 

site entrance   

Potential for 

glimpsed view of 

elevations and 

roof lines  

 

Footpath 207 

at stream 

crossing 

 

Photo 4 

Enclosed view, foreground 

dominated by horse menage, 

mid-ground by dense cover of 

trees along stream corridor, 

Gelynog cottages evident. Edge 

of farmland character. 

 

No change to the view   

90m 

 

10 below 

site  

n/a n/a 

Footpath 208 

 

Photo 5 

Open view across pasture with 

field trees to school buildings 

and athletics track, hills in the 

distance. Gelynog cottage 

evident. View into site along 

power lines, otherwise blocked 

by stream trees. Edge of 

farmland character. 

 

Change to the view only along 

power lines, to single storey rear 

elevation, garden fencing.   

190m 

 

5 below 

site  

Native buffer 

planting to screen 

fence line and  

elevations 

Potential glimpsed 

view of roof line  
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Ref no.  Current View  

Proposed View 

Distance/

height 

relations

hip to 

closest 

point of 

the site 

Potential for  

mitigation  

Residual issues 

once mitigation 

measures 

established 

Footpath 204 

at Gelynog 

Ganol Farm 

 

Photo 6 

Open view across pasture to 

distant hills.  

 

No change to the view  

440m 

 

5m below 

site 

n/a n/a 

Footpath 203 

at Gelynog 

Ganol Farm  

 

Photo 7 

Open view down across farm 

buildings to attractive pasture, 

school buildings and athletics 

track in mid distance, hills in the 

far distance.  

 

No change to the view 

360m 

 

10m above 

site  

n/a n/a 

Footpath 209 

at Castellau 

Road 

  

Photo 8 

Enclosed view of attractive 

pasture and woodland belts.  

 

No change to the view 

790m 

 

50m below 

site  

n/a n/a 

Footpath 205 

at Castellau 

Road 

  

Photo 9 

Enclosed view of  wooded 

pasture, adjacent property.  

 

No change to the view 

570m 

 

30m below 

site  

n/a n/a 

Llantrisant 

Common open 

access land 

  

Photo 10 

Open view across common to 

wooded hills, enclosed view 

towards the site by mature oak 

and outgrown hedgerows.  

 

No change to the view 

1200m 

 

40m below 

site  

n/a n/a 

Penycoedcae 

Road at 

neighbouring 

property and 

proposed site 

entrance  

 

Photo 11 

Open view across wet pasture 

to line of mature oak along 

south boundary, distant view of 

hills.  

 

Open view to building 

elevations, roof scape, garden 

fencing. 

0m 

 

Level with 

highest 

point of 

site  

New hedgerow 

and tree planting 

to soften fencing 

and elevations 

Building 

elevations, roof 

scape, garden 

fencing are 

softened but not 

screened. 

 

 

8.9 Summary 

 

Due to the undulating topography and existing tree cover at the site and within the wider context, 

views will only be available from a very limited number of locations:   

 

 glimpsed view up to the west boundary along the run of overhead power lines from a 

limited section of public footpath 208  

 oblique views down from dwellings which overlook the site 
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 open views down from the immediately adjacent dwelling and opening up of views onto 

Penycoedcae Road 

 open view level alongside the site from Penycoedcae Road 

 potential for level glimpsed views in winter from the school playing fields 

  

Good design following the principles outlined below in ‘Landscape Mitigation Measures’ will reduce 

impacts. Impacts can be reduced from day one by the use of good layout, careful use of levels, and 

retention of boundary trees. New planting may take over five years to establish, but will over time 

eliminate or substantially reduce many impacts, with more mature planting at key locations such as 

the road frontage potentially reducing impacts sooner.  

 

The visual sensitivity of the receptors to change may be High for residents as their existing view is to 

an enclosed field parcel, although some residents may prefer a view onto neighbouring property. 

More open views from Penycoedcae Road and a short section of footpath 208 may be Medium 

sensitivity as the site will be seen against the backdrop of housing at Gelynog Court and adjacent 

school grounds.   

 

Where visible, the magnitude of change will be largely contained within or immediately adjacent to 

the site, the change will see a development of 12 dwellings replacing a sloping paddock in poor 

condition, although enclosure by trees to the west and south will remain unchanged. This will be a 

Medium change for adjacent residents ie. a noticeable change in the view, reducing to a Small 

change for road and footpath users as views quickly change and are seen against an existing 

backdrop of housing.   

 

Assuming good use of layout, and successful retention of boundary trees, the overall visual effects of 

the proposal from a limited number of viewing points will be at worst adverse Moderate for 

adjacent residents, and adverse Minor for other users, with effects decreasing as planting mitigation 

takes effect. The undergrounding of overhead wires will provide a Minor benefit.  

 

9.0 LANDSCAPE MITIGATION MEASURES  

Mitigation measures are derived from the need to: conserve the key qualities of the area identified 

in Section 5; meet the Local Development Plan policies identified in Section 6; provide screening of 

the proposal; and take the opportunity to enhance landscape and biodiversity interest.  

The majority of new planting will be locally native, using species which are appropriate to the 

landscape setting, and appropriate for a housing development.  

The following mitigation measures will be undertaken, for locations where relevant refer to Plan 9 

and sections on Plan 10.  

1. Provide adequate tree protection in line with Mackley Davies ‘Tree Survey’.  

2. Provide protection for stream corridor and wet woodland vegetation in line with the 

Ecologist recommendations.  

3. The indicative layout including drainage shows development can be achieved without 

compromising the tree protection areas for mature trees along the south boundary.  
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4. Minimise impacts on the wet woodland by careful location and layout of the attenuation 

pond and linking drains.  

5. If tree protection areas are compromised, an Arboricultural Method Statement may be 

required to ensure successful long-term retention.  

6. Replacement native hedge to Penycoedcae Road, outside visibility splay +1m on a low roll-

over bank, with relocated hedge bank flora or new native groundcover planting, and 

occasional trees where space allows. Using semi-mature stock to provide early impact. 

7. Replacement trees and hedge within front garden of adjacent property, outside visibility 

splay +1m, using semi-mature stock to provide early impact. 

8. Gap up hedge along school boundary with holly to reinforce a year-round buffer between 

uses.  

9. New native hedge planting along south garden boundaries to define residential use and 

provide a buffer onto the school playing field, creating a new albeit shaded open space 

which can be managed for residents as an informal amenity area or for biodiversity 

objectives. Height will need to be maintained to avoid shading gardens. 

10. New native hedge with occasional trees to create a buffer to existing residential gardens 

along the north boundary. 

11. New native mixed tree and shrub group planting to the western slope, with native hedge 

and occasional trees at the top of the slope to create a native buffer to wet woodland 

beyond, and soften views from footpath along the line of the overhead wires where 

vegetation is regularly cut back. 

12. Native planting including for pollinators to above ground drainage SUDs including swales will 

provide ecological enhancement and visual amenity.  

13. Materials used for buildings and hard landscape areas should reflect the landscape context 

of the Special Landscape Area at key points across the site such as the entrance and 

frontage. 

14. Lighting design, fencing design, and the use of species rich lawns should follow ecologist 

recommendations.  

15. Detailed planting proposals should also show planting within and around individual plots, in 

addition to appropriate planting for surface water bioretention areas.  

 

Mitigation measures during the Construction Phase: 

1. Keep the construction period to a minimum – this will be particularly important for adjacent 

residents. 

2. Locate the construction compound and any materials storage away from tree protection 

zones and ideally away from public view.  

3. Undertake planting in the first planting season following completion. Consider early phased 

planting to boundaries. Replace any failures the following planting season. 
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10.0 CONCLUSION  

 

10.1 The proposal is an outline application for the construction of 12 dwellings with associated 

access, parking, gardens, and service infrastructure. Vehicular access will be from Penycoedcae Road 

and a new footpath is proposed along the site frontage.  

10.2 Surface drainage measures will include provision of an attenuation pond, located below the 

main site to the west, along with a network of bioretention planters and swales across the 

development. 

10.3 The site lies to the north of Beddau, at the eastern edge of the ‘Mynydd Glyn and Nant 

Muchudd Basin’ Special Landscape Area. 

10.4  LANDMAPs Visual Sensory aspect for the site Nant Muchudd - CYNONVS633 is described as 

Mosaic lowland valleys and evaluated as Moderate - attractive and generally unspoilt but not 

strongly distinctive.  

 

10.5 The site is immediately bounded by housing of Gelynog Court and older vernacular housing 

to the north, Penycoedcae Road to the east, fenced off school grounds with a mature tree boundary 

to the south, and elevated above young wet alder wood with a stream to the west and undulating 

pasture beyond. 

10.6 The site will be accommodated within one field parcel. A Tree Constraints Plan has informed 

the indicative layout and confirms that the mature site trees along the south boundary can be 

successfully retained. The road frontage species poor hedge and is proposed for removal to both 

provide a safer route for pedestrians and also help meet visibility splay requirements.  

10.7 Good design at the Reserved Matters stage following the principles outlined in ‘Landscape 

Mitigation Measures’ Section 9 and shown on Plan 9 with sections on Plan 10 will eliminate or 

substantially reduce impacts. Immediately through the use of good layout and careful use of levels, 

selection of materials to reflect the Special Landscape Area, retention of boundary trees and wet 

woodland, and through replacement of the road frontage hedge with a native hedge and trees using 

more mature stock to provide immediate impact.  

 

10.8 Longer term, following successful plant establishment, impacts will be further reduced by 

the provision of a visual buffer to the west and north, softening views for residents and footpath 

users. 

 

10.9 Undergrounding of overhead wires, the extent of potential native hedge, tree and surface 

water bioretention planting will provide landscape and ecological benefits.  

  

10.10 The sensitivity of the landscape to change is assessed as Medium and the magnitude of 

change is assessed as Medium. Impacts will be localised and provided mitigation measures are 

undertaken, the overall impact on landscape character is assessed as Adverse Minor, a localised 

adverse change to the existing overall character with good scope for mitigation. 
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10.11 Due to the undulating topography beyond the site and existing tree cover at the site, views 

will only be available from a very limited number of locations.  Where visible, the magnitude of 

change will be largely contained within or immediately adjacent to the site. The change will see a 

development of 12 dwellings replacing a sloping paddock in poor condition. Assuming good use of 

layout, and successful retention of boundary trees, the overall visual effects of the proposal from a 

limited number of viewing points will be at worst adverse Moderate for adjacent residents, and 

adverse Minor for other users, with effects decreasing as planting mitigation takes effect.  
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APPENDIX 1:  METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 

1.0  Establishing the landscape baseline: 

 

To be able to assess the effects of a proposed development or change, the landscape baseline must 

be established. This informs the identification of landscape receptors and the effects of the 

proposed changes on the receptors can be assessed. The following aspects are considered within 

this landscape baseline study: 

• Landscape fabric – the physical landscape elements including landform, land cover 

boundaries, trees & woodland. 

• Landscape character – the distinct pattern of elements occurring consistently in a particular 

landscape type, reflecting geology, landform, soils, vegetation and land use together with 

the aesthetic and perceptual qualities. 

• Landscape designation – used to enable judgements when assessing effects within 

particularly valued sites. 

   

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of landscape receptors to the type and scale of the proposed 

development is determined by consideration of the susceptibility and value of the receptor 

which informs the professional judgement. 

• Susceptibility: 

o High – undue negative consequences are expected 

o Medium - undue negative consequences may arise 

o Low - undue negative consequences are unlikely  

• Value: 

o High – landscapes with national or international designations 

o Medium - landscapes with local value subject to additional protection 

o Low - landscapes not subject to designation but valued at the community or 

local level 

o Minimal - landscapes that are degraded with little/no community or local value 

 

Judgements made on susceptibility & value are combined to inform the level of sensitivity which 

are: 

• Very High sensitivity – a landscape of international importance that might be affected by the 

proposal, ‘Outstanding’ evaluation in LANDMAP for characteristics that may be affected by 

the development, a landscape vulnerable to disturbance or deterioration in character due to 

the proposals, no / little potential for substitution or replacement.  

• High sensitivity – a landscape of national importance that might be affected by the proposal, 

‘High’ evaluation in LANDMAP for characteristics that may be affected by the development, 

many landscape elements sensitive to disturbance or deterioration in character due to the 

proposals, no / limited potential for substitution or replacement. 

• Medium sensitivity – a landscape of regional importance that might be affected by the 

proposal, ‘Moderate’ evaluation in LANDMAP for characteristics that may be affected by the 

development, some features sensitive to disturbance or deterioration in character due to 

the proposals,  potential for substitution or replacement. 
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• Low sensitivity – a landscape of local importance that might be affected by the proposal, 

‘Low’ evaluation in LANDMAP for characteristics that may be affected by the development, 

few features sensitive to disturbance or deterioration in character due to the proposals, 

good potential for substitution or replacement. 

 

It is considered sufficient to describe the ‘level of sensitivity’ only; with susceptibility & value not 

always recorded in the assessment. 

 

Other general observations regarding the condition and quality of the landscape are used to support 

the overall narrative and judgement of the sensitivity (including distinctiveness, management, 

detractors, unity, structure, function, aesthetic value and sense of place). 

 

Magnitude: The effects on landscape receptors are assessed in terms of ‘magnitude of change’ 

based on a combination of size, scale, geographic extent of influence, duration and reversibility of 

the impact. 

• Size & scale: 

o Large – major change to the existing landscape including key elements, 

characteristics and qualities. 

o Medium – partial or noticeable change to the existing landscape including key 

elements, characteristics and qualities. 

o Small – some discernible but minor change to the existing landscape including 

key elements, characteristics and qualities. 

o Negligible – very minor, virtually imperceptible change to the existing landscape 

including key elements, characteristics and qualities. 

• Geographic extent: 

o Wide – influencing several landscape types / areas (>5km) 

o Medium – generally within the local character area (1-5km) 

o Local – the site & immediate surrounds (up to 1km) 

o Site – within 750m of the site 

• Duration: 

o Long term (>10 years) 

o Medium term (2 – 10 years) 

o Short term (<2 years) 

 

Judgements made on the scale of magnitude of landscape change (a product of size/scale, extent & 

duration) which are: 

• Large – notable long term change or loss of landscape components or characteristics 

over an extensive area or a very intensive, long term change over a more limited area. 

• Medium – moderate long term change or loss of landscape components or 

characteristics over a large area or moderate long term change in a localised area. 

• Small – minor long term or moderate short term change or loss of landscape 

components or characteristics. 

• Negligible – no discernible loss of landscape components or characteristics. 
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It is considered sufficient to describe the ‘magnitude of change’ only; with the size, scale and extent 

not always recorded in the assessment. 

 

2.0  Establishing the visual baseline: 

 

Visual effects relate to how the development may affect the available views to ‘receptors’ (ie. people 

who experience the view) and the impact on visual amenity. Visual receptors are identified through 

desk & field studies and the type, relative numbers and activities of potential receptors are 

documented together with the nature, composition and characteristics of the existing views. 

 

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of visual receptors is assessed by the susceptibility of the receptor 

and value of the view. 

• Receptor activities – (leisure & sporting activities, dog walking, working, at home). 

• Movement / Duration – (stationary or moving). 

• Orientation – (position of receptors in relation to the development). 

• Purpose / expectation of receptors 

• Context – (quality of the landscape) 

• Importance of view / location 

 

The level of sensitivity is assessed as a combination of susceptibility & value which is: 

• Very high sensitivity – a view from residential/community properties experienced by 

many viewers (especially open/direct views). Daily/prolonged or sustained views 

over a long period, where view of the landscape is an important attractant, or where 

the development is an important element of the view. A view from a valued 

landscape, or an internationally important recreation facility. 

• High sensitivity – an oblique / interrupted view from residential/community 

properties experienced by many viewers. Frequent open views where view of the 

landscape is an important attractant, or where the development is an important 

element of the view. A view from a valued landscape, or a nationally important 

recreation facility, or a promoted long distance route. 

• Medium sensitivity – a view from moderate numbers of residential/community 

properties experienced by moderate numbers of viewers, or where the 

development is not an important element of the view. Open views available 

intermittently and the view of the landscape is an attractant. A view from a valued 

landscape, or a regionally important recreation facility (especially open/direct 

views). 

• Low sensitivity - a view from a small number of residential/community properties 

experienced by few numbers of viewers. Occasional open views available, viewers 

pursuing activities such as outdoor sports/work, glimpsed/passing views to vehicles. 

A view from a low valued landscape, or a locally important recreation facility, or 

where the view of the landscape is not the reason for visiting. 
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Magnitude: The effects on the visual receptors are assessed in terms of ‘magnitude of change’ based 

on a combination of size, scale, geographic extent of influence, duration and reversibility of the 

impact. 

 

The size and scale impacts on the relative change in the elements, features, qualities and 

characteristics that make up the view. 

• Size & scale: 

o Large – major change to the existing view including key elements, characteristics 

and qualities. 

o Medium – partial or noticeable change to the existing view including key 

elements, characteristics and qualities. 

o Small – some discernible but minor change to the existing view including key 

elements, characteristics and qualities. 

o Negligible – very minor, virtually imperceptible change to the existing view 

including key elements, characteristics and qualities. 

• Geographic extent: 

o Wide – influencing most of a view or receptor (>50%) 

o Medium – generally between 25-50% of a view or receptor 

o Small – generally <25% of a view or receptor 

o Site – generally affecting only a small part of the receptor 

• Duration: 

o Long term (>10 years) 

o Medium term (2 – 10 years) 

o Short term (<2 years) 

 

Judgements made on the scale of magnitude of visual change (a product of size/scale, extent & 

duration) which are: 

• Large – the majority of viewers are affected, great change in view or loss of the view. 

• Medium – many viewers affected, noticeable change in the view. 

• Small – few viewers affected, discernible change in the view if looked for. 

• Negligible – barely perceptible change. 

 

It is considered sufficient to describe the ‘magnitude of change’ only; with the size and scale not 

always recorded in the assessment. 

 

3.0  Assessment of Landscape & Visual Effects: 

 

In order to determine the scale of effects, the sensitivity and magnitude of change are assessed for 

the both the landscape or visual receptor. The scale of effects can be classified as beneficial, neutral 

or adverse. (see indicative criteria tables below) 
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Landscape Receptors: 

• Adverse landscape effects: Adverse effects occur when features or key landscape 

characteristics are lost, or where new development is out of scale or character. 

• Neutral landscape effects: when there is no discernible improvement or deterioration to the 

landscape intrinsic landscape character of the area. 

• Beneficial landscape effects: when repair, replacement or maintenance occurs to derelict 

buildings / poorly maintained landscape features 

 

Indicative criteria for assessing Landscape Effects: 

 

Landscape 

Effect: 

Indicative Criteria: 

Great: Landscape character completely degraded; important components or characteristics lost 

(especially in highly sensitive landscape); little/no scope for mitigation.  

Great improvement – sufficient to upgrade overall landscape character 

Major: Large or medium adverse change to the components or characteristics, or overall 

character; large change to a high or medium sensitivity landscape; limited scope for 

mitigation. 

Large improvement to the landscape, or improvement over a wide area sufficient to alter 

perceptions; larger changes in a landscape of lower sensitivity, smaller changes in a very 

highly sensitive landscape. 

Moderate: Medium adverse change to components or characteristics, or overall character of 

medium-high sensitivity landscape; scope for mitigation; discernible improvements to 

landscape character.  

Larger changes in a landscape of lower sensitivity, smaller changes in a landscape of higher 

sensitivity. 

Minor: Localised or small adverse change to the existing components or characteristics or overall 

character; considerable scope for mitigation. 

Localised improvement to the existing landscape, or to components or characteristics of 

the landscape. 

Negligible/None: Little or no perceived change to the existing landscape character. 

The change is difficult to discern. 

 

Visual Receptors: 

 

• Adverse visual effects: when the proposed development introduces new non-characteristic, 

discordant or intrusive elements into views. 

• Neutral visual effects: where the change proposed results in no discernible improvement or 

deterioration to views or visual amenity. 

• Beneficial visual effects: when the proposed development would enhance the quality of the 

receptors view. 
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Indicative criteria for assessing Visual Effects: 

 

Visual Effect: Indicative Criteria: 

Great: Large change or visual intrusion experienced by highly/very highly sensitive viewers or 

from highly/very highly sensitive public view points; many viewers affected. The 

development would cause a large deterioration in the existing view; little or no scope for 

mitigation. 

Large improvement in the view, sufficient to upgrade overall visual amenity. 

Major: Large or medium change or visual intrusion experienced by highly sensitive viewers or 

from highly sensitive public viewpoints; relatively many viewers affected. The 

development would cause considerable deterioration in the existing view; limited scope 

for mitigation. 

Appreciable improvement in the existing view; lesser degree of change for very highly 

sensitive viewers, greater for less sensitive viewers. 

Moderate: Medium change or noticeable visual intrusion experienced by moderately sensitive 

viewers or from moderately sensitive public viewpoints; relatively few viewers affected. 

The development would cause a noticeable change in the existing view; scope for 

mitigation. 

Lesser degree of change for more highly sensitive viewers, greater for less sensitive 

viewers. 

Minor: Small or localised visual intrusion in the existing view; relatively few viewers affected, good 

scope for mitigation. 

Localised reduction in visual intrusion or improvement in the view 

Negligible/None: The change in the view is imperceptible or difficult to discern 
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Land adj Gelynog Court
Location Plan 01OS licence no. 100043966

1:25000 series 

Refer Plan 7 for site context photo locations
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(see photo sheets)
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Aerial Plan 02
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Historic Context  

Plan 03

OS surveyed 1897 published 1900
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Heritage Assets 04

Source: Historic Wales

OS licence no. 100043966

Source: Magic designated natural heritage sites
nearest is Llantrisant Common and Pastures at 1km 

Cadw Scheduled Ancient Monuments

Cadw Listed buildings
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LDP policies and Rights of Way 

Plan 05
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LANDMAP Plan 06

OS licence no. 100043966

VISUAL AND SENSORY 

CYNONVS633 Nant Muchudd
Mosaic lowland valleys Overall evaluation: Moderate

CULTURAL ASPECT 

CYNONCLSO75  Nant Muchudd
Mosaic Lowland valleys Overall evaluation: Moderate

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE ASPECT 

CYNONHL649 Nant Castellau and Nant Muchudd
Irregular fieldscapes Overall evaluation: -

GEOLOGICAL ASPECT 

CYNONGLO32 Upper Ely
Glacial mountain valley 
Overall evaluation: Moderate

LANDSCAPE HABITATS 

CYNONLH094

Improved grassland 
Overall evaluation: Moderate
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Existing site & photo locations Plan 07 

Photo Locations

(see photo sheets)
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Refer Plan 1 for wider photo locations
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Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location Penycoedcae Road adjacent to site  

Date 05.11.20

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 7m

Compass direction N

Location refer to Plan 1
02

Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location Penycoedcae Road 

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 100m

Compass direction N

Location refer to Plan 1
01

approximate site extent



Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location Gelynog Court junction  

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

   

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 80m

Compass direction S

Location refer to Plan 1
03

Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 90m

Compass direction SE

Location refer to Plan 1
04

Viewpoint location footpath adj Gelnog Fawr Farm  

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

   

approximate site extent

approximate site extent



Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location footpath from Gelynog Ganol Farm

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 190m

Compass direction SE

Location refer to Plan 1
05

Title of Project Photo Sheet 1
Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location footpath at Gelynog Ganol Farm 

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 

   

Sheet size   100%  at A3

Distance to site boundary 440m

Compass direction SE

Location refer to Plan 1
06

approximate site extent



Mackley Davies Assoc Ltd

Viewpoint location footpath from Castellau Road 

Date 05.11.20 

Canon EOS 1100 cropped frame + 35mm lens 
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