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Huw Richards SLR Consulting Limited, Fulmar House, Beignon Close, Ocean 
Way, Cardiff. CF24 5PB 
Huw Richards SLR Consulting Limited, Fulmar House, Beignon Close, Ocean 
Way, Cardiff. CF24 5PB 
 
Pantyffynnon Quarry, Bonvilston 
 
Request for screening opinion 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council received a formal request from SLR Consulting on the 9th February 
2018 for a formal screening opinion under the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017, for development 
within the operational quarry at Pantyffynnon Quarry, nr. Bonvilston. The 
proposed development would involve the reception of inert construction, 
demolition and extraction (CDE) waste derived from the surrounding area, for 
recycling. An opinion is sought as to whether the proposed operations would 
require the submission of an Environmental Impact Assessment for a prospective 
planning application. 
 
SITE AND CONTEXT 
 
The application relates to part of Pantyffynnon Quarry, to the south eastern corner 
of the site and approximately 0.65ha in size. The quarry is a Carboniferous 
limestone quarry located immediately to the south of the A48 approximately 1km 
west of Bonvilston. The quarry is divided into two parts by an unclassified road, 
with mineral extraction taking place to the south of the road and the processing 
plant and offices being located in the northern area. Access to the quarry is via 
the unclassified road direct to the A48 to both the east and west. The base of the 
quarry lies below the local water table, requiring daily pumping. 
 
The quarry site border the CADW Registered Llantrithyd Deer Park, however 
there are no environmental designations within the quarry. 
 
The location of the quarry (the entirety of the shaded area) is indicated in the 
below plan extract: 
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DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT 
 
The proposed development would be located within the current operational quarry 
to the south of the access road, located to the south eastern corner of the site as 
shown in the below plan extract: 

 
 
 
The development would comprise of the following main elements located on the 
quarry floor, some 50m below the original surface level: 
 

• A material storage area for unprocessed waste 

• Mobile crushing plant 

• Mobile screening plant 

• Material storage area for the processed material 
 
Incoming deliveries would report to the existing site office and weighbridge for 
recording and then transported to the processing site via the existing haul road, 
where it would be tipped in a dedicated stockpile area for crushing and screening. 
The processed material would then be transported off-site prior to sale. 
 
It is anticipated the hours of operation would mimic those of the quarrying activity, 
specifically: 
 
Monday to Friday 7:30 to 17:30hrs 
Saturday: 7:30 to 12:30hrs 
Sunday and Bank Holidays: Closed 
 
PLANNING HISTORY 
 
1997/01084/FUL, Address: Pantyffynnon Quarry, Bonvilston, Proposal: Scheme 
of new working conditions, Decision: Approved 
 
2009/00814/ENV, Address: Pantyfynnon Quarry, Bonvilston, Proposal: First 
periodic review of interim development order permission - Submission for the 
determination of new planning conditions, Decision: Variation of Conditions 
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CONSULTATIONS 
 
None 
 
REPRESENTATIONS 
 
None 
 
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
 
The Well-being of Future Generations Act (Wales) 2015 places a duty on the 
Council to take reasonable steps in exercising its functions to meet its sustainable 
development (or wellbeing) objectives.  This report has been prepared in 
consideration of the Council’s duty and the “sustainable development principle”, 
as set out in the 2015 Act. In reaching the recommendation set out below, the 
Council has sought to ensure that the needs of the present are met without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 
 
REPORT 
 
The proposed operations, whist part of a quarrying site, are not extractive in 
nature. In addition, waste material would be brought on to the site, but following 
processing, would be sold off-site. It is therefore considered that the development 
would not explicitly fall within Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 of the regulations. 
However, should the proposed activity fall under the definitions of extractive 
industry development or waste disposal, it would exceed the applicable thresholds 
set within Schedule 2 of the Regulations. 
 
Welsh Office Circular 11/99 states that EIA will usually only be needed for 
Schedule 2 developments in three main types of case: a) for major developments 
which are of more than local importance; b) for developments which are proposed 
for particularly environmentally sensitive or vulnerable locations); and c) for 
developments with unusually complex and potentially hazardous environmental 
effects. It also states that the number of cases of such development will be a very 
small proportion of the total number of Schedule 2 developments. 
 
Therefore, in reaching a screening opinion, the Council must have regard 
Schedule 3 which establishes the following criteria that must be taken into 
account in determining whether a scheme is likely to have significant effects 
relating to: 
 
Characteristics of development; 
 
(a) the size of the development; 
(b) the cumulation with other development; 
(c) the use of natural resources; 
(d) the production of waste; 
(e) pollution and nuisances; 
(f) the risk of accidents 
(g) the risk to human health 
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Having regard to the criteria outlined under paragraph 33 of Circular 11/99, it is 
not considered that the size and nature of the proposed waste processing 
activities are of significance beyond the local area. Whilst it is acknowledged that 
the development site occupies an area of land that exceeds the 0.5 hectare 
threshold set by Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations for waste disposal 
development, the nature and scale of the proposed operations does not give rise 
to any significant environmental effects, either on its own merit or in conjunction 
with existing quarrying activities. Inert construction wastes would be brought onto 
the site and therefore the impact to existing natural resource on the site would be 
relatively limited. There is potential for increased levels of local nuisance, such as 
noise, dust and vibration, arising from the development and whilst these are 
recognised and would be assessed as part of any planning application, based on 
supporting information such as a noise assessment. It is considered that the risk 
of accidents and to human health, beyond employee safety, is also not significant. 
 
Location of development; 
 

(a) the existing and approved land use; 
(b) the abundance of natural resources in the area; 
(c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment. 

 
In regard to the location, it would form part of an existing operational quarry where 
the site operations would likely involve the crushing and screening of material won 
on the site. The proposed activity would not have a significant impact on natural 
resource within the site. 
 
The quarry has been worked below the water table for many years with daily 
pumping taking place to Nant Llantrithyd. The quarry remains active and therefore 
the pumping is likely to continue for the life of the site, with the site restoration 
scheme forming part of the associated quarrying permission. Natural Resources 
Wales would be consulted in the event of a planning application; however the 
additional activity proposed is unlikely to have any significant impacts beyond 
those associated with the existing use. 
 
Characteristics of the potential impact; 
 
(a)  the extent of the impact (geographical area and size of the affected 

population); 
(b)  the nature of the impact; 
(c) the transboundary nature of the impact 
(d)  the intensity and complexity of the impact; 
(e)  the probability of the impact; 
(f)  the onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact 
(g) the cumulation of impact 
(h)  the possibility of effectively reducing the impact 
 
The extent of the impacts from the processing works are considered to be of local 
importance and therefore sufficiently limited to not have such impacts on a wider 
and regional scale. The magnitude of the impact is also likely to be relatively 
small, albeit again with a high probability of localised impact. 
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As detailed above, the key potential impacts identified are considered to be in 
relation to potential noise, dust and vibration impacts arising from the crushing 
and screening processes, undertaken with mobile plant rather than within the 
permanent site structures. 
 
The duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact can only be fully assessed 
on the submission of an application. However, the submitted information suggests 
the activity would take place within the existing daytime operation hours of the 
quarry. The wider impacts of demolition, in relation to odour, contamination etc., 
as well as associated traffic generation, should be identified and, where 
necessary, mitigated as part of submission documents and/or associated planning 
conditions, if the impact was considered acceptable. Further details are subject to 
approval in relation to the associated planning application for the development, 
whereby the potential impact on the local environment and nearby receptors can 
be assessed. 
 
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
Welsh Office Circular 11/99 states that EIA will usually only be needed for 
Schedule 2 developments in three main types of case: a)  for major developments 
which are of more than local importance; b) for developments which are proposed 
for particularly environmentally sensitive or vulnerable locations); and c) for 
developments with unusually complex and potentially hazardous environmental 
effects.  
 
In this respect, and taking into account each of the above, it is concluded from the 
information submitted that, whilst information regarding certain environmental 
issues (as explained in the above screening report), may be required to support 
any application for identified demolition works on this site, there is not considered 
to be a requirement for a formal Environmental Impact Assessment to be 
submitted under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017. 
 

This view has been reached on the basis that the site comprises previously 

developed and operational quarrying land that falls outside of a sensitive 

area, as defined by the EIA Regulations.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
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An Environmental Impact Assessment is not required for the following reason(s): 
 
1. Having regard to the key issues identified in Schedule 3 of the 2017 

Regulations and WO Circular 11/99, the Local Planning Authority is of the 
view that the characteristics, location and any potential impact of the 
development as outlined in the supporting documentation is not likely to be 
significant upon the environment for the reasons identified in the screening 
opinion attached. 

  
 Accordingly, there is not considered to be a requirement for a formal 

Environmental Impact Assessment to be submitted under the Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 
2017.  

 
NOTE: 
 
1. Please note that the Council's Screening Opinion comprises this 

decision letter and the accompanying Screening Report. 
 
Please note that this consent is specific to the plans and particulars 
approved as part of the application.  Any departure from the approved plans 
will constitute unauthorised development and may be liable to enforcement 
action.  You (or any subsequent developer) should advise the Council of 
any actual or proposed variations from the approved plans immediately so 
that you can be advised how to best resolve the matter. 
 
In addition, any conditions that the Council has imposed on this consent 
will be listed above and should be read carefully.  It is your (or any 
subsequent developers) responsibility to ensure that the terms of all 
conditions are met in full at the appropriate time (as outlined in the specific 
condition). 
 
The commencement of development without firstly meeting in full the terms 
of any conditions that require the submission of details prior to the 
commencement of development will constitute unauthorised development.  
This will necessitate the submission of a further application to retain the 
unauthorised development and may render you liable to formal enforcement 
action. 
 
Failure on the part of the developer to observe the requirements of any 
other conditions could result in the Council pursuing formal enforcement 
action in the form of a Breach of Condition Notice. 
 


