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                                           COAL MINING RISK ASSESSMENT 

1. INTRODUCTION 

   This Coal Mining Risk Assessment (henceforth C.M.R.A.) has been produced 

for Planrltd who are acting as the agent for a pre-planning application to 

Rhondda Cynon Taf L.P.A. (henceforth R.C.T.). The applicant is Mr Michael 

Davies. The application is for the construction of a residential development on 

land adjacent to Gelynog Court, Beddau. The proposed development consists of 

ten detached houses and a pair of semi-detached houses. Plans of the proposed 

development will form part of this risk assessment. A small proportion (<10%) 

of the site area is classed as being within a Development High Risk Area. This fact 

has been communicated to the applicant’s agent recently by the consultants 

assembling all the necessary information for the application. The reason for this 

classification is the presence of shallow coal seam(s) under the site, and hence 

the possibility of shallow coal workings under the site. With such a classification 

the C.A. become statutory consultees for the application and a C.M.R.A. needs 

to be produced to validate the application 

      Richard Davies BSc. (Hons), MSc., F.G.S. of Rhondda Geotechnical Services 

has been commissioned as the competent person to prepare a C.M.R.A. of the 

proposed development site. The purpose of any C.M.R.A. is to provide the L.P.A. 

with information on possible coal mining and an assessment of its impact on the 

ground stability of the site in order to satisfy the L.P.A. that the site is, or can be 

made safe and stable in line with national guidelines. This will be done in line 

with the template and recommendations of the C.A. document Guidance for 

Welsh L.P.A.s (version 4, 2017). 

   The site is centred on grid reference 305930, 185680 and is at an elevation of 

approximately 140m. A.O.D. The plot is roughly rectangular, covering an area of 

approximately 95m x 85m (0.65 hectare). The northern boundary is the 

residential development of Gelynog Court and the far older Gelynog Cottages. 

The eastern boundary is the B4595 Penycoedcae Road. The other two sides abut 

grazing land with mature trees. There is a minor surface watercourse running 

close to the western boundary. The site location is shown in Figure 1 overleaf 

and the site boundaries are shown in Figure 2. 
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2. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

  a)  Coal Authority Consultants Report ref 51002331630001. 

  b) The C.A. interactive viewer.  

  c)  The 6” to the mile Geological Survey sheet GLAM 36NW (1947 resurvey, pub. 

1957) and ST 08E (1960 revision, published in 1965).  

  d) The Memoirs of the Geological Survey of The South Wales Coalfield, part IV               

Pontypridd and Maesteg (second edition 1917 and third edition, 1963) and 

other mining archive sources. 

 e) British Coal Rationalised Development Plan sheet 07/D/ST/08NE. 

 f) Historical Ordnance Survey maps, Old County Editions for Glamorgan 

XXXVI.6 1897 with 1919 and 1947 revisions. 

2a) The Consultants Report states that there is recorded underground mining of 

coal beneath the site in one seam. These workings are in the Mynyddislwyn Top 

Leaf (1.0m extraction) at 103m depth. The workings date from 1875. There are 

also multiple deep (600m+) workings recorded to the north and northeast from 

as recently as 1976. These will be from Cwm Colliery and will be mechanical 

longwall. The depth and mining method mean all settlement will have ceased 

and they will be of no further concern to this risk assessment. The report goes 

on to say the C.A. believe there are no shallow unrecorded workings or shallow 

spine roadways beneath the site. The report then states that there no recorded 

mine entries within 100m of the boundary of the site. The report also states 

there are no present underground workings, or plans for any. There are no 

Section 46 notices or withdrawal of support notices. There are no records of gas 

emissions requiring action within 500m. There are no recorded surface hazards 

that have required remedial action within 50m. The C.A. have not received any 

damage notices or subsidence claims for any property within 50m since October 

1994 (i.e. since the formation of the C.A. to take liability for legacy mining 

issues). The C.A. is not aware of any geological faults, fissures, breaklines or 

other weaknesses that have been affected by coal mining. There are no 

opencast mines within 500m of the site. The summary map shows two seam 

outcrops crossing the site (see Figure 4 from the interactive viewer). The report 

names these as the Mynyddislwyn Big Rider (the southernmost outcrop) with 

the other seam unnamed. All these facts will fed into the later quantitive risk 

assessment. The Consultants Report is attached in Appendix 1.  
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2b)  The C.A. interactive viewer contains a vast amount of information from 

various sources, particularly on the mining data window. Occasionally it contains 

information not contained within a Consultants Report. For this reason it is 

always worth consulting in tandem with the Consultants Report.  An extract 

from the planning window can be seen in Figure 3. It can be seen that one corner 

of the site lies partially within a curving linear area of Development High Risk. 

From its appearance this would appear to be the buffer zone above a coal seam 

outcrop. There are other linear zones north and south of the site. These also 

appear to be buffer zones above closely spaced seam outcrops. The small 

isolated circular areas are 20m exclusion zones around mine entrances.  

   In order to fully understand why sites have a Development High Risk status it 

is informative to study the Coal Mining Data window. This window is far superior 

to the planning window as it is at a larger scale. There are multiple datasets 

which can be turned on and off. An extract from the Mining Data Window is 

reproduced as Figure 4 overleaf. For clarity only two sets of data are turned on 

in Figure 4- seam outcrops and mine entries. The brown lines are coal seam 

outcrops and are labelled with their C.A. codes. The seam crossing the site at its 

midpoint is SW1191 (Unnamed in the C.A. Seam directory). Cutting the 

southeast corner is SW1201 (Mynyddislwyn Big Rider), with a further unnamed 

seam (SW1221) outcropping south of the site. The seam nomenclature will pass 

without comment for now. Although the scale makes it awkward, it would 

appear that the high risk area only takes account of the outcrop of SW1201. The 

Consultants report says SW1191 is unworkable. This is presumably why the 

majority of the site is Development Low Risk. The origin of this information will 

be expanded on in section 2e. 

  The red crosses are mine entries. There are none with any influence on the site. 

There are none on the entire lengths of any of the outcrops that pass through 

the site, but that in itself has relevance and will form part of the site specific risk 

assessment in Section 3. 
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2c and d) The six-inch to the mile Geological Survey sheet GLAM 36NW covers 

the area around the site on the Old County Series. There is also a National Grid 

version ST 08NE. This contains some minor revisions, but none that affect the 

site. This can be seen in Figures 5A and 5B which are extracts of both maps. A 

section of the stratigraphic column from the older map is shown in Figure 6 

with the site level marked. It is always very useful to study the survey sheets in 

conjunction with the Memoirs. Used together, the six-inch survey sheets and 

the Memoirs are an invaluable source of much detailed geological information 

on the area. Much of this has been obtained from mining records. Due to the 

very high economic importance of South Wales, extensive government funded 

geological surveys have been carried out in the past. These were completed in 

1845, 1899 and 1954 respectively. Very little information on historical coal 

mining in the area is missing.  

   The Memoirs record that the site is underlain by bedrock of the Upper Coal 

Measures, more particularly the Grovesend Beds. In the eastern half of the 

coalfield the Swansea Beds were removed by contemporaneous erosion. This 

results in the Grovesend Beds sitting unconformably on the Hughes Beds. The 

Llantwit No.3 seam marks the base of the Grovesend Beds. East of the Vale of 

Neath Disturbance (70% of the main coalfield) the Grovesend beds have largely 

been removed by much later erosion. They do still underlie Central Gwent and 

a narrow belt between Llantrisant and Caerphilly. This is a synclinal structure 

with the main axis running east-west. The geological structure became 

extremely well known due to the amount of mining carried out within it. 

NOTES ON SEAM NOMENCLATURE 

   Seam names in South Wales (and elsewhere) have always been chaotic. 

Some seams had multiple names across the coalfield whilst other completely 

different seams have the same name. The N.C.B. attempted to standardise the 

steam coal seams of the Lower and Middle Coal Measures with the Aberdare 

Seam Name System. By this time the seams of the Upper Coal Measures were 

of much lesser economic significance and were not included in the process. 

There have been many academic attempts to do this, with varying degrees of 

success. C.A. seam nomenclature can be confusing, and nowhere is this more 

true than in the Upper Coal Measures. The C.A. data is strewn with errors. 

Some of these come from miscorrelation. The C.A. insist on calling the seams 

of the Grovesend Beds by their Gwent names. This is fine when actually in 
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Gwent, but elsewhere it is far better to use the area specific names as all the 

archive material does. In the Llantrisant–Caerphilly Syncline these are:- 

Archive Names     C.A. Seam Codes and names 

Llantwit No.1        =  SW1201= Mynyddislwyn Big Rider 

Llantwit No.2        =  SW1161= unnamed 

Llantwit No.3        = SW1141= Mynyddislwyn Lower Leaf 

The Geological Survey also records two unnamed thin coals in between the 

three major coals. In contrast the C.A. Seam Directory records a highly 

confusing sequence of 15 seams in the same sequence. Some of the reasons 

for this will become apparent in the next section. 

  The Llantwit No.2 probably correlates with the Small Rider of Gwent, a 

practically unworked and economically unimportant seam averaging 6”-12” 

(0.15m-0.3m). The opposite is true in the area under discussion. The Llantwit 

No.2 is recorded as averaging 5’6” (1.67m) in the area. This is an impressive 

thickness for the South Wales Coalfield. The Memoirs make clear all three 

Llantwit seams were worked to exhaustion in the syncline by 1890. It also 

states outcrops of the seams are virtually unknown in the area due to the thick 

cover of Glacial Drift. For this reason here are no dips recorded close to the 

site.  All the outcrop and fault information contained on the Survey Sheet in 

the vicinity of the site has come from extensive mine records. The outcrops 

and faults have then been projected up under the drift from underground 

workings. The strata is dipping gently (5o-10o) southeast beneath the site 

   The seam outcropping in the extreme southeast corner of the site in Figures 

5A and 5B is the Llantwit No.1. The Memoirs record this as being up to 9’ 

(2.74m) thick in two leaves. The separation of these two leaves varies 

enormously. For example at Llest Colliery the separation is only 2’ (0.6m) 

whereas in Ystrad Barwig Colliery only 594m away the separation is 15’ 

(4.57m). Both these collieries were approximately 1800m from the site. Ida 

Colliery is much closer (Figures 5) but the author does not have the shaft 

records. The two shafts seen southwest of the sites must also have records 

since the depth to the seam is recorded. It can be noted that the outcrop of 

the Llantwit No.1 on the site differs significantly from the outcrop of SW1201 

in Figure 4 both in pattern and position. The Survey outcrop is far simpler and 

can be directly related to the synclinal structure. 
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2e) It is immediately clear looking at Figures 4 and 5 that the outline and position 

of the seam outcrop(s) crossing the site are different. The primary source for the 

Interactive Viewer (and Summary of Findings map) is the British Coal 

Rationalised Development Plan. This was compiled by Robin Thewlis with a team 

of geologists working under him. The purpose of the scheme was to look for 

opencast coal reserves with associated infrastructure such as tipping areas, 

washeries and rail links. The scheme took the Geological Survey information and 

combined it with information held by the N.C.B./ B.C., in particular opencast 

operations. This included prospecting drilling and excellent, extensive exposures 

in working opencasts. Figure 7 is an extract of sheet 07/D/ST/08NE. This covers 

the entire O.S. National Grid sheet of 25 km2. A section of the resulting 

stratigraphic column is shown in Figure 8. The geological detail is superb and of 

the highest standard. This would be expected of British Coal at the time. There 

is also interpretive work on old seam names, and some disagreement with 

Geological Survey naming. The various seam splits and recombination are also 

recorded. The South Wales Coalfield is the most geologically complex in the 

British Isles. The ultimate result of combining all this information from a 25 km2 

area was at best confusing. Contrast Figure 8 with Figure 6 for an example of 

this. The seam(s) numbered 119 crossing the site is actually up to three thin 

seams with a maximum combined thickness of only 12” (0.3m). The situation 

with the Llantwit No.1 is complex. Figure 8 gives the Bottom Leaf, Top Leaf and 

Rider separate numbers 120, 121, 122 and 124 with the Top Leaf being both 121 

and 122 depending on whether it is closer to the Bottom Leaf or the Rider. There 

is no 123. This is highly confusing. In relation to the site, the map shows both 

leaves crossing the site as 120/121. The position is slightly further north than 

that given by the Geological Survey. Off the site to the south the strata is shown 

sweeping down to the southeast and then swinging round and running west. 

Since the area was covered by Bryncelynog School and residential housing in the 

1980s (the base map is from 1965 and does not show the extent of this 

development) it is very difficult to understand how this outcrop pattern has 

been obtained. A small valley would produce this pattern, but the area is flat 

and no such valley exists. Over complication with no apparent physical evidence 

is a recurrent feature of the B.C. plan around the Llantrisant Common/Beddau 

area.  

  The B.C. database was digitised at a later date. The author has always assumed 

that this was done by I.T. specialists rather than geologists as it has resulted in 
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innumerable errors which leads to further unreliability feeding through into the 

present day C.A. database. 

2f) Historical Ordnance Survey maps can prove invaluable in looking for evidence 

of coal mining activity. Since the first County Series maps were produced in the 

1870’s nearly all mining features have been recorded, even if they were 

considered “old” at that time. This is particularly true of the 1:1250 and 1:2500 

scale maps. Since the possibility of shallow coal mining is the most important 

issue in this risk assessment, they are a useful additional source to the geological 

material. O.S. maps can also be an aid to looking at past topography and 

geomorphology before a site has been developed. Several large scale (1:2500) 

historical maps were studied as part of this risk assessment. Gelynog Colliery, 

Ida Colliery and Ty’n Nant Colliery are clearly seen on these maps to the south 

of the site. These are all closed by the 1919 revision, although spoil heaps and 

industrial dereliction are still evident on the 1947 revision (and in the case of 

Gelynog Colliery, still visible today). There are also a multitude of other smaller 

mining features on the map sheet Glamorgan XXXV1.6. However, there is no 

trace of any mining features on or around the site. For this reason, none of the 

maps are reproduced here. In contrast to mining areas which have been 

swallowed up by urban development, in rural areas levels, shafts and 

particularly spoil heaps remain over the years. Only the forces of nature slowly 

soften their appearance. The field boundary around the site remains unchanged 

from 1898 to the present day. Although the absence of mining features cannot 

be considered as proof that there has never been any mining on a site, in a rural 

area such as this it is a contributory line of evidence.  
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COAL MINING ISSUE  YES NO R.A? 

SHALLOW RECORDED WORKINGS   X  

SHALLOW UNRECORDED WORKINGS  X  X 

MINE ENTRIES   X  

FISSURES   X  

GAS EMISSIONS  X  X 

SURFACE HAZARDS   X  

SURFACE MINING   X  

FUTURE MINING LICENSE   X  

 

 

3. SITE SPECIFIC COAL MINING RISKS 

From the table above it can be seen that two issues require a risk assessment 

for this site. The possibility of unrecorded shallow workings under the site, and 

a more detailed look at the risk from mine gases. To first briefly deal with the 

issues marked NO on the table:- 

      a) The shallowest recorded workings beneath the site are in the Llantwit No.2 

at a depth of 103m. This is far too deep to influence ground stability at the 

site. 

      b) There are no recorded mine entries within influencing distance of the site 

c) The C.A. report states there are no fissures, surface hazards or lines of 

geological weakness affected by underground mining under the site. The site 

has not been subject to remedial works carried out by the C.A. 

d) There has been no damage notices/ subsidence claim within 50 metres of 

the site.  

e) There has been no surface mining (opencast) within 500m of the site. 

There are no future mining licenses in existence or pending.          

    

  Dealing with mine gases first, the Consultants Report states there have been 

no recorded instances of gas emissions within 500m of the site. The only 

possible source of gases would be the workings in the Llantwit No.2. These are 

100m+ below the site. Unless situated on high ground with gravity drainage 

arrangements, all mines in South Wales with vertical shaft access, relied on 

continuous pumping to remove groundwater. Within a very short time of a mine 

closing and pumping ceasing the workings will flood, forcing out any residual 
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mine gases. The water is almost always anoxic and so further mine gas 

production ceases. The workings beneath the site almost certainly came from 

Gelynog Colliery. This has a chequered history, originally closing in the 1870s. It 

was reopened in 1884 and archive material records that a powerful steam pump 

was installed to drain the flooded workings. This reopening was brief and the 

colliery closed in 1887. It was reopened again in 1894. Again it is recorded that 

the pit was flooded and required weeks of pumping before essential 

maintenance could be undertaken. In 1896 the owners were prosecuted under 

the Mines Regulations Act. The last working plan of the colliery is dated 1901. In 

1908 the Pithead winding frames, winding and pumping engines together with 

300 yards of tram rails were sold at auction. The colliery has thus been closed 

for a minimum of 110 years and past experience shows it is undoubtedly 

flooded. Not only will the workings be purged of gas, they are overlain by 

impermeable argillaceous strata with equally impermeable Glacial Drift above 

that. There are no shafts in the vicinity and hence no viable pathway to the 

surface. The risk from mine gases on the site can be considered non-existent. 

   The Consultants Report states there are no unrecorded shallow workings 

under the site. The outcrop SW1191 bisecting the site is an unworkable group 

of three very thin coals. These were never worked from underground, indeed it 

would be impossible. The C.A. appear to concur with this view as there is no 

Development High Risk buffer zone above the seam outcrop seen on the 

interactive viewer. This has been carried forward from the B.C. Rationalised Plan 

which records the total thickness as only 15omm-300mm. With this outcrop 

discounted, any unrecorded shallow workings would have to be in the Llantwit 

No.1 seam. This is a thick and economically important seam. The outcrop of this 

seam apparently cuts across the southeast corner of the site with the seam 

dipping southeast out of the site. There is a difference of opinion in the position 

of the seam outcrop between the Geological Survey and the B.C. Rationalised 

plan. This was mentioned earlier in Section 2e and doubt cast on the evidence 

for the B.C./C.A. outcrop pattern. The difference this makes to the site is shown 

in Figure 9. The Geological Survey outcrop position combined with the 

southeastern strata dip means the Llantwit No.1 does not underlie any of the 

proposed buildings, only car parking bays. If the C.A. outcrop is taken as correct, 

the outcrop runs through a group of three link houses, with the rest of the 

development not underlain by the seam. The preferred method of working all 

three of the Llantwit seams was from vertical shafts. The reason for this is the 

previously mentioned thick cover of glacial drift. In the Margaret Shaft northeast 
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of the site the Glacial Drift is recorded as 79’ (24m) thick. The site is on the same 

featureless flat plain. Whilst there are levels (adits) driven on all three seams in 

the immediate area, these are either on hillsides or in the incised valley of the 

Nant Castellau. It would simply not make mining sense to attempt to drive a 

level on flat ground to a supposed outcrop beneath 24m of drift. The Llantwit 

No.1  was being worked out everywhere within the syncline, but there is no way 

workings from the Ida Colliery or the older pits to the southwest (all seen in 

Figures 5A, 5B and 7) would proceed to the subcrop beneath the drift under the 

site. The coal would become weathered and unsaleable, but more importantly 

the danger of roof collapse (“daylighting”) and surface inundation would be too 

great. It is certain that any workings in the Llantwit No.1 do not underlie the site 

for these reasons. The threat of unrecorded shallow workings can safely be 

considered negligible.   
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4. MITIGATION STRATEGY 

   It is not proposed to offer any specific engineering or building location 

mitigation strategy. The reason for this is that there is no possibility of ground 

instability caused by coal mining legacy issues on the site.  

5. CONCLUSION 

   This risk assessment has presented abundant evidence from comprehensive 

research that there is no risk to the proposed residential development from 

ground stability issues caused by coal mining legacy issues beneath the site. In 

particular, the risk from shallow unrecorded workings under the proposed 

development has been thoroughly examined and discounted. The risk from 

mine gases in recorded workings beneath the site has been thoroughly 

quantified and assessed as negligible. Therefore there is no reason for the C.A. 

to object to the planning application in its current form. 

   Richard Davies BSc. (Hons), MSc., F.G.S.                            

                           6/12/2020 
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Section 1 – Mining activity and geology

Past underground mining

Colliery Seam Mineral Coal
Authority
reference

Depth (m) Direction
to working

Dipping rate
of seam
worked
(degrees)

Dipped
direction
of seam
worked

Extraction
thickness
(cm)

Year last
mined

unnamed MYNYDDISL
WYN TOP
LEAF

Coal 45MS 103 Beneath
Property

7.8 North-East 100 1875

unnamed 6FT
BOTTOM
LEAF

Coal 455J 653 North 4.8 North 150 1959

unnamed 6FT
BOTTOM
LEAF

Coal 454W 656 North 6.3 South 180 1953

unnamed 6FT
BOTTOM
LEAF

Coal 454C 658 North 6.2 South 150 1958

unnamed 6FT
BOTTOM
LEAF

Coal 454D 660 North 4.7 South-West 150 1962

unnamed UPPER NINE
FOOT

Coal 4536 669 North 6.1 South-East 160 1956

unnamed LOWER 9FT
AND BUTE

Coal 451V 678 North 2.7 South-West 160 1971

unnamed YARD Coal 4512 684 North-East 7.4 South 150 1971

unnamed YARD Coal 451B 685 North-West 0.0 East 180 1976

unnamed YARD Coal 451A 685 North-West 0.0 East 180 1975

unnamed YARD Coal 4516 691 North-West 0.0 East 180 1975

unnamed LOWER 9FT
AND BUTE

Coal 451W 692 North-West 2.8 South-West 180 1966

unnamed YARD Coal 4514 703 North 6.6 South-West 180 1970

unnamed YARD Coal 450Y 704 North 7.6 South 150 1971

unnamed YARD Coal 4515 713 North 5.6 South 180 1973

unnamed YARD Coal 451C 715 North-West 0.0 East 180 1969

Probable unrecorded shallow workings
None.

Spine roadways at shallow depth
No spine roadway recorded at shallow depth.

Consultants Coal Mining Report, reference 51002331630001
Page 3 of  12Copyright © 2020 The Coal Authority
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Mine entries
None recorded within 100 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers
The following abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers intersect with some, or all, of the enquiry
boundary:

SWR2387 SWR4033 SWR3826

SWR2388 1087 SWR3827

SWR3967 SWA3225 518

Our records show we have more plans than those shown above which could affect the enquiry
boundary.

Please contact us on 0345 762 6848 to determine the exact abandoned mine plans you require
based on your needs.

Outcrops

Seam name Mineral Seam workable Distance to outcrop
(m)

Direction to
outcrop

Bearing of outcrop

MYNYDDISLWYN BIG RIDER Coal Yes Within N/A 50

UNNAMED Coal No Within N/A 46

Geological faults, fissures and breaklines
No faults, fissures or breaklines recorded.

Opencast mines
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Coal Authority managed tips
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Consultants Coal Mining Report, reference 51002331630001
Page 4 of  12Copyright © 2020 The Coal Authority
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Section 2 – Investigative or remedial activity

Please refer to the 'Summary of findings' map (on separate sheet) for details of any activity within
the area of the site boundary.

Site investigations
None recorded within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Remediated sites
None recorded within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Coal mining subsidence
The Coal Authority has not received a damage notice or claim for the subject property, or any
property within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary, since 31 October 1994.

There is no current Stop Notice delaying the start of remedial works or repairs to the property.

The Coal Authority is not aware of any request having been made to carry out preventive works
before coal is worked under section 33 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991.

Mine gas
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Mine water treatment schemes
None recorded within 500 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Consultants Coal Mining Report, reference 51002331630001
Page 5 of  12Copyright © 2020 The Coal Authority
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Section 3 – Licensing and future mining activity

Future underground mining
None recorded.

Coal mining licensing
None recorded within 200 metres of the enquiry boundary.

Court orders
None recorded.

Section 46 notices
No notices have been given, under section 46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991, stating that
the land is at risk of subsidence.

The property is in an area where notices to withdraw support were given in 1959 and 1977.

The property is not in an area where a notice has been given under section 41 of the Coal Industry
Act 1994, cancelling the entitlement to withdraw support.

Withdrawal of support notices

The property is not in an area where a relevant notice has been published under the Coal Industry
Act 1975/Coal Industry Act 1994.

Payments to owners of former copyhold land

Consultants Coal Mining Report, reference 51002331630001
Page 6 of  12Copyright © 2020 The Coal Authority
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Section 4 – Further information

The following potential risks have been identified and as part of your risk assessment should be
investigated further.

Development advice
The site is within an area of historical coal mining activity. Should you require advice and/or
support on understanding the mining legacy, its risks to your development or what next steps you
need to take, please contact us.

For further information on specific site or ground investigations in relation to any issues
raised in Section 4, please call us on 0345 762 6848 or email us at
groundstability@coal.gov.uk.
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Section 5 – Data definitions

The datasets used in this report have limitations and assumptions within their results. For more
guidance on the data and the results specific to the enquiry boundary, please call us on 0345 762
6848 or email us at groundstability@coal.gov.uk.

Past underground coal mining
Details of all recorded underground mining relative to the enquiry boundary. Only past
underground workings where the enquiry boundary is within 0.7 times the depth of the workings
(zone of likely physical influence) allowing for seam inclination, will be included.

Probable unrecorded shallow workings
Areas where the Coal Authority believes there to be unrecorded coal workings that exist at or close
to the surface (less than 30 metres deep).

Spine roadways at shallow depth
Connecting roadways either, working to working, or, surface to working, both in-seam and cross
measures that exist at or close to the surface (less than 30 metres deep), either within or within 10
metres of the enquiry boundary.

Mine entries
Details of any shaft or adit either within, or within 100 metres of the enquiry boundary including
approximate location, brief treatment details where known, the mineral worked from the mine
entry and conveyance details where the mine entry has previously been sold by the Authority or its
predecessors British Coal or the National Coal Board.

Abandoned mine plan catalogue numbers
Plan numbers extracted from the abandoned mines catalogue containing details of coal and other
mineral abandonment plans deposited via the Mines Inspectorate in accordance with the Coal
Mines Regulation Act and Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act 1872. A maximum of 9 plan extents
that intersect with the enquiry boundary will be included. This does not infer that the workings
and/or mine entries shown on the abandonment plan will be relevant to the site/property
boundary.

Outcrops
Details of seam outcrops will be included where the enquiry boundary intersects with a conjectured
or actual seam outcrop location (derived by either the British Geological Survey or the Coal
Authority) or intersects with a defined 50 metres buffer on the coal (dip) side of the outcrop. An
indication of whether the Coal Authority believes the seam to be of sufficient thickness and/or
quality to have been worked will also be included.

Geological faults, fissures and breaklines
Geological disturbances or fractures in the bedrock. Surface fault lines (British Geological Survey
derived data) and fissures and breaklines (Coal Authority derived data) intersecting with the
enquiry boundary will be included. In some circumstances faults, fissures or breaklines have been
known to contribute to surface subsidence damage as a consequence of underground coal mining.
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Opencast mines
Opencast coal sites from which coal has been removed in the past by opencast (surface) methods
and where the enquiry boundary is within 500 metres of either the licence area, site boundary,
excavation area (high wall) or coaling area.

Coal Authority managed tips
Locations of disused colliery tip sites owned and managed by the Coal Authority, located within 500
metres of the enquiry boundary.

Site investigations
Details of site investigations within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary where the Coal Authority
has received information relating to coal mining risk investigation and/or remediation by third
parties.

Remediated sites
Sites where the Coal Authority has undertaken remedial works either within or within 50 metres of
the enquiry boundary following report of a hazard relating to coal mining under the Coal
Authority’s Emergency Surface Hazard Call Out procedures.

Coal mining subsidence
Details of alleged coal mining subsidence claims made since 31 October 1994 either within or
within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary. Where the claim relates to the enquiry boundary
confirmation of whether the claim was accepted, rejected or whether liability is still being
determined will be given. Where the claim has been discharged, whether this was by repair,
payment of compensation or a combination of both, the value of the claim, where known, will also
be given.

Details of any current ‘Stop Notice’ deferring remedial works or repairs affecting the property/site,
and if so the date of the notice.

Details of any request made to execute preventative works before coal is worked under section 33
of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991. If yes, whether any person withheld consent or failed to
comply with any request to execute preventative works.

Mine gas
Reports of alleged mine gas emissions received by the Coal Authority, either within or within 500
metres of the enquiry boundary that subsequently required investigation and action by the Coal
Authority to mitigate the effects of the mine gas emission.
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Mine water treatment schemes
Locations where the Coal Authority has constructed or operates assets that remove pollutants
from mine water prior to the treated mine water being discharged into the receiving water body.

These schemes are part of the UK’s strategy to meet the requirements of the Water Framework
Directive. Schemes fall into 2 basic categories: Remedial – mitigating the impact of existing pollution
or Preventative – preventing a future pollution incident.

Mine water treatment schemes generally consist of one or more primary settlement lagoons and
one or more reed beds for secondary treatment. A small number are more specialised process
treatment plants.

Future underground mining
Details of all planned underground mining relative to the enquiry boundary. Only those future
workings where the enquiry boundary is within 0.7 times the depth of the workings (zone of likely
physical influence) allowing for seam inclination will be included.

Coal mining licensing
Details of all licenses issued by the Coal Authority either within or within 200 metres of the enquiry
boundary in relation to the under taking of surface coal mining, underground coal mining or
underground coal gasification.

Court orders
Orders in respect of the working of coal under the Mines (Working Facilities and Support) Acts of
1923 and 1966 or any statutory modification or amendment thereof.

Section 46 notices
Notice of proposals relating to underground coal mining operations that have been given under
section 46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991.

Withdrawal of support notices
Published notices of entitlement to withdraw support and the date of the notice. Details of any
revocation notice withdrawing the entitlement to withdraw support given under Section 41 of the
Coal Industry Act 1994.

Payment to owners of former copyhold land
Relevant notices which may affect the property and any subsequent notice of retained interests in
coal and coal mines, acceptance or rejection notices and whether any compensation has been paid
to a claimant.
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VAT receipt

Issued by The Coal Authority
200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG

Tax point date 28 November 2020

Reference number 51002331630001

Date of issue 28 November 2020

Cost £112.13

VAT @ 20% £22.43

Total received £134.56

VAT registration 598 5850 68

Issued to RICHARD DAVIES
56 MEYLER STREET
THOMASTOWN
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